
Pastor’s Report for September 16, 2020 Church Council Meeting 

 

We come to the traditional start of the church program year committed to offering as many opportunities for 

worship, Christian formation and service as possible while following COVID-19 guidelines to minimize risk to 

our membership and the wider community.   
 

Worship: Sunday morning livestream worship continues at 9:30 a.m. using a rotation of guest and volunteer 

musicians.  Beginning Aug. 23, we have had a small number of people attend our outdoor livestream worship as 

part of a trial approved by the Re-Opening Committee.  Those who attend in-person worship sign-in, are 

screened for temperature, wear a mask and maintain 6 feet of distance from people not in their household.  

Those who have attended report a positive experience.  Shifting the location of the livestream from the prayer 

garden to the parking lot island allows us to accommodate a congregation but also requires more set-up and 

take-down work for the worship team. We are in need of volunteers to assist with that, as well as drive-through 

Communion which continues weekly on Sundays from 11-12:30 p.m.    
 

This month we have focused on bringing in as many people and voices as possible to serve as worship 

assistants, either on video or in-person.  For example, the children’s message on Sept. 6, included a video of 

children and parents sharing their hopes for the new school year. We also had video readings on other Sundays 

from Men’s Bible Study and Mary Circle Bible Study.  God’s Work our Hand Sunday, Sept. 13, offered service 

opportunities from Service and Missions (LWR school kits) and the Care Team (sending cards to church 

members).   
 

I met with the Worship and Music Committee on September 10 to discuss the new realities of worship.  Marilyn 

Gardner and Jan Mann are helping to improve the visual background for the livestream and there is discussion 

about adding a backdrop of some kind. The Committee is supportive of working on virtual choir pieces for the 

Stewardship season and for Christmas Eve.  More details to come. 

 

Pastoral Care:  I am responding to pastoral needs through in-person (masked and physically distanced) 

meetings and visits, phone calls and emails.  I appreciate the opportunity for pastoral connection and prayer 

with members who come to drive-through Communion.   

 

Volunteer Coordinator: Mount Cross member Jaimie Marroquin began her stipended volunteer position as 

Volunteer Coordinator on September 1. She will be helping recruit and organize volunteers for all aspects of 

congregational life. 

 

Christian Formation:  Children’s and Youth programs, including Confirmation, resume this week.  Most will 

meet outdoors on-campus, with masks and spacing.  Women’s Bible Study on Tuesday morning will meet at the 

park. Men’s Bible Study and the Wednesday Evening Bible Study continue on Zoom.   
 

Re-Opening:  The Re-Opening Committee (Brian Fisher, Craig Blois, Kevin Churchill, Becky Riley and I) met 

on August 27 where outdoor, in-person worship was approved on a trial basis.  Church groups may meet 

outdoors on campus, providing all participants wear masks and keep at least 6 feet of physical distance.  We are 

still not yet open to outside groups meeting on our campus. 
 

Seminarian: Vicar Amanda Berg is bringing a wonderful energy and spirit to Mount Cross. Her Lay Internship 

Committee convened, and she is becoming well-integrated into the different ministries and programs at Mount 

Cross. She coordinated a successful God’s Work Our Hands Sunday on Sept. 13.   

 

Mount Cross in the Media:  Mount Cross was mentioned in the Summer 2020 issues of the Ojai Valley Guide 

magazine for making masks for Friends of Fieldworkers.  The article begins on page 52.  Mount Cross is 

mentioned on page 54. Here is a link to the issue:  https://issuu.com/ojaivisitorsguide/docs/ovg_summer_2020 

I was interviewed by the Camarillo Acorn for their series on race and religion. The article was published on 

September 11 and it mentions the Church Council’s resolution to become an anti-racist congregation. Here is a 

link to the article https://www.thecamarilloacorn.com/articles/local-pastor-puts-racial-justice-over-comfort/ 

https://issuu.com/ojaivisitorsguide/docs/ovg_summer_2020
https://www.thecamarilloacorn.com/articles/local-pastor-puts-racial-justice-over-comfort/

