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PRELUDE - Brett Hanley
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS - Pastor Julie
P
C

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P
C

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in the newness of life
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

P

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.
Amen.

C

GATHERING SONG - “ Lord of All Hopefulness” - ELW 765

P
C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for
yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may
believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C
Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE - Pastor Julie Morris

FIRST READING: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49-58-67

The marriage of Isaac and Rebekah helped to fulfill God’s promise that Abraham and Sarah would become
the ancestors of many nations.

[Laban, Rebekah’s brother, received a visitor who said,] 34
 “I am Abraham’s servant.
35
The Lord has greatly blessed my master, and he has become wealthy; he has
given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves, camels and
donkeys. 36
 And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was old;
and he has given him all that he has. 37
 My master made me swear, saying, ‘You
shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose
land I live; 38
 but you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for
my son.’
42

 “I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O Lord, the God of my master Abraham,
if now you will only make successful the way I am going! 43
 I am standing here by
the spring of water; let the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall
say, “Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,” 44
 and who will say to me,
“Drink, and I will draw for your camels also”—let her be the woman whom the Lord
has appointed for my master’s son.’
45

 “Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out
with her water jar on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I
said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ 46
 She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder,
and said, ‘Drink, and I will also water your camels.’ So I drank, and she also watered
the camels. 47
 Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter
of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I put the ring on her nose,
and the bracelets on her arms. 48
 Then I bowed my head and worshiped the Lord,
and blessed the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right
way to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. 49
 Now then, if you
will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may
turn either to the right hand or to the left.”
58

 And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She
said, “I will.” 59
 So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with
Abraham’s servant and his men. 60
 And they blessed Rebekah and said to her,
“May you, our sister, become
thousands of myriads;
may your offspring gain possession
of the gates of their foes.”

61

Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the
man; thus the servant took Rebekah, and went his way.
62

 Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb.
Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw camels
coming. 64
 And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly
from the camel, 65
 and said to the servant, “Who is the man over there, walking in
63

the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and
covered herself. 66
 And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done.
67
Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she
became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s
death.
L
C

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SONG OF PRAISE - “Spirit of Gentleness” - ELW 396

SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we know
to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.
15

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the
very thing I hate. 16
 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good.
17
But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18
 For I know
that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but
I cannot do it. 19
 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I
20
do.  Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells
within me.
21

 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at
hand. 22
 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23
 but I see in my members
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin
that dwells in my members. 24
 Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from
25a
this body of death?  Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!
L
C

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – ELW p. 205

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God that
wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.

P
C

The Holy Gospel of our Lord according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16
 “To what will I compare this generation? It is
like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
17

 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’

18

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19
 the
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her
deeds.”
25

 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed
them to infants; 26
 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27
 All things have
been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him.

28

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will
give you rest. 29
 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30
 For my yoke is easy, and
my burden is light.”
L
C

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON - Faith Stories from our Confirmands, Part I (Part II will be Aug. 2)
SONG OF THE DAY - “Our God is an Awesome God” (from Faith Stories)
APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, Our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our
shared world.
Each intercession ends, “Hear us, O God.” All respond, “Your mercy is great.”

A
C

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C
And also with you.
OFFERING SONG - “Come As You Are”
Come out of sadness
From wherever you've been
Come broken hearted
Let rescue begin
Come find your mercy
Oh sinner come kneel
Earth has no sorrow
That heaven can't heal
Earth has no sorrow
That heaven can't heal
So lay down your burdens
Lay down your shame
All who are broken
Lift up your face
Oh wanderer come home
You're not too far
So lay down your hurt
Lay down your heart
Come as you are
There's hope for the hopeless
And all those who've strayed
Come sit at the table
Come taste the grace
There's rest for the weary
Rest that endures
Earth has no sorrow
That heaven can't cure
So lay down your burdens
Lay down your shame
All who are broken
Lift up your face

Oh wanderer come home
You're not too far
Lay down your hurt
Lay down your heart
Come as you are
Fall in His arms
Come as you are
There's joy for the morning
Oh sinner be still
Earth has no sorrow
That heaven can't heal
Earth has no sorrow
That heaven can't heal
So lay down your burdens
Lay down your shame
All who are broken
Lift up your face
Oh wanderer come home
You're not too far
So lay down your hurt
Lay down your heart
Come as you are
GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.
C
We lift them to the Lord.
P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

P

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far
along the way. In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,but guided us
into the path of love and light. In every age you sent prophets to make known
your loving will for all humanity. The cry of the poor has become your own
cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. In the fullness of
time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to
break bread with the outcast and despised, and to ransom those in bondage
to prejudice and sin.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

C

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day when
Jesus shall return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus!
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who [desire to]
share this bread and cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice
in all the world.
Come, Spirit of freedom!
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom
and hope of your Son.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and
honor is yours, almighty God, now and forever.
Amen.

P

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

C
P

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
P

The disciples recognized the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
A spiritual communion is a personal devotion that anyone can pray at any time to express their
desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from
actually receiving Holy Communion. As Martin Luther once wrote: “I can enjoy the sacrament …
every day if only I keep my eyes on the promise, that is, on the words and promise of Christ, which
feeds and strengthens my faith.”
The presider invites the following prayer to be said by all:

Jesus, my savior and friend, thank you for your presence in the Sacrament of Holy
Communion and your presence with us here and now. Trusting your words, “This is
my body; this is my blood—given for you,” I welcome you into my heart. Let my life
witness to your grace and peace. Strengthen all of us with faith, hope and love until
we can meet at your table again. Amen.1

1

Adapted by Pastor Julie from prayers written by Bishop Guy Erwin and St. Alphonsus Liguori.

COMMUNION HYMN - “This is My Song” - ELW 887

BLESSING
P

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, our advocate,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.

C

Amen.

DISMISSAL
P
Rooted in God’s grace,
C
We joyfully witness and serve!
POSTLUDE - Brett Hanley
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE, License #A-722573 and CCLI License #2022482. Images from
sundaysandseasons.com used with permission from Augsburg Fortress.
There will not be a “Coffee Hour Zoom” today following the service, but you are
welcome to come to Drive-Through Communion today and every Sunday in July
from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. While we are very excited to offer this as our next
step toward reopening, we ask that you please consider your vulnerabilities and
risk factors before choosing to participate in drive-through Communion.

PRAYER CONCERNS from MOUNT CROSS
Roger Allmandinger (brother-in-law of Jim and Susan Prosser), Jan
Beat, Sharon Benner (sister of Karen Gramacki), Curt Bensen, Mike
Carpenter and his family, Terry Cline (relative of Jim and Karen
Gramacki), Janet Colby, Rob Conant, Barbara D’Addario, the family
of Brigitte Deering, Steve Engh, Karen Geutschoff, Robert Jackson,
Karen Nelson, Janet Rubin.
Unless otherwise specified, prayer requests remain in the bulletin for four weeks. If
you would like to add or remove someone to or from the prayer list, please e-mail
the church office at office@mountcross.com or call 805.482.3847.

