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PRELUDE - Brett Hanley 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS - Father Greg and Pastor Julie 

P Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

C Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
 
P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us 
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in the newness of life 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 
name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING SONG - “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” - ELW 836 

 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your 
Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and 
hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 
 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE - Pastor Julie Morris 

 
FIRST READING: Genesis 25:19-34 
Although Jacob was younger than his twin, Esau, he eventually takes the birthright away from his brother. 
Jacob is portrayed in the Bible as deceptive, gripping his brother when he came out of the womb and 
driving a hard bargain by buying the birthright for a bowl of lentils. 

19These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of 
Isaac, 20and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of 
Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. 21Isaac prayed 
to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, 



and his wife Rebekah conceived. 22The children struggled together within her; and 
she said, “If it is to be this way, why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. 
23And the Lord said to her, 
 “Two nations are in your womb, 
  and two peoples born of you shall be divided; 
 the one shall be stronger than the other, 
  the elder shall serve the younger.” 
24When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. 25The 
first came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. 
26Afterward his brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was 
named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. 

  27When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while 
Jacob was a quiet man, living in tents. 28Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of 
game; but Rebekah loved Jacob. 

  29Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was 
famished. 30Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am 
famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.) 31Jacob said, “First sell me your 
birthright.” 32Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” 
33Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to 
Jacob. 34Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and 
rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 

L Word of God, word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE - “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” - ELW 512 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law was 
unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper 
actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and 
of death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For 
those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does 
not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells 
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But 
if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because 
of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also 
through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

L Word of God, word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – ELW p. 205 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good 
news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good 
news produces different results in those who hear. 
 
P The Holy Gospel of our Lord according to Matthew. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole 
crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: 
“Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, 
and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where 
they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth 
of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, 
they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what 
is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on 
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with 
joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble 
or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 
22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 
cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 
23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 



understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in 
another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

L The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON - Father Greg Larkin 
 
SONG OF THE DAY - “For the Fruit of All Creation” - ELW 679 

 
 
 



APOSTLE’S CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, Our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our 

shared world. 
 
Each intercession ends, “Hear us, O God.”  All respond, “Your mercy is great.” 
 
A Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always.   
C And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING SONG - “For the Beauty of the Earth” - ELW 879, vv. 1, 4 and 5 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P God of goodness and growth, 

all creation is yours, 
and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
Water and word, wine and bread: 
these are signs of your abundant grace. 
Nourish us through these gifts, 
that we might proclaim your steadfast love 
in our communities and in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 

C Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 



 
P Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your 

praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath. 
C We praise you, O God. 
 
P Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; 

across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
C We bless you, O God. 
 
P We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to 

those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
C We thank you, O God. 
 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we 
proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

P We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among 
your people; throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy 
God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end.   

C Amen. 
 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 



Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

P Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread. 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 
PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
A spiritual communion is a personal devotion that anyone can pray at any time to express their 
desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from 
actually receiving Holy Communion.  As Martin Luther once wrote: “I can enjoy the sacrament … 
every day if only I keep my eyes on the promise, that is, on the words and promise of Christ, which 
feeds and strengthens my faith.”  
 
The presider invites the following prayer to be said by all: 
 
Jesus, my savior and friend, thank you for your presence in the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion and your presence with us here and now.  Trusting your words, “This is 
my body; this is my blood—given for you,” I welcome you into my heart.  Let my life 
witness to your grace and peace.  Strengthen all of us with faith, hope and love until 
we can meet at your table again. Amen.  1
 
COMMUNION HYMN - “On What Has Now Been Sown” - ELW 550 

1 Adapted by Pastor Julie from prayers written by Bishop Guy Erwin and St. Alphonsus Liguori. 



 
BLESSING 
P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

C Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P Rooted in God’s grace, 
C We joyfully witness and serve! 

POSTLUDE - Brett Hanley 

 

 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
LICENSE, License #A-722573 and CCLI License #2022482. Images from 
sundaysandseasons.com used with permission from Augsburg Fortress. 

 

Join us for Coffee Hour on Zoom following this service! Grab a cup of coffee or tea 
and some treats and visit with us. The Zoom link is https://bit.ly/coffeehour102 
OR you can call in from your phone. Dial 1 (669) 900-6833.  You will be asked for 

the meeting ID number. It is  574 003 985 and then push pound (#). 

 

Come to the Table: Mount Cross will be offering Drive-Through Communion  
today from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. While we are very excited to offer this as our 
next step toward reopening, we ask that you please consider your vulnerabilities 

and risk factors before choosing to participate in drive-through Communion. 

 

https://bit.ly/coffeehour102


PRAYER CONCERNS from MOUNT CROSS 

Roger Allmandinger (brother-in-law of Jim and Susan Prosser), Jan 
Beat, Sharon Benner (sister of Karen Gramacki), Curt Bensen, Bergit 

(cousin-in-law of Barbara Sletten), Mike Carpenter and his family, 
Terry Cline (relative of Jim and Karen Gramacki), Janet Colby, Rob 
Conant, Barbara D’Addario, the family of Brigitte Deering, Steve 

Engh, Karen Geutschoff, Ron Higgenbotham, Robert Jackson, Karen 
Nelson, Janet Rubin. 

Unless otherwise specified, prayer requests remain in the bulletin for four weeks. If 
you would like to add or remove someone to or from the prayer list, please e-mail 

the church office at office@mountcross.com or call 805.482.3847. 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS from ST. COLUMBA’S 
Those with immediate needs: 

Jillian, Brad, Sarah, Michael, Doree, Andy, Richard, David, Leanna, Donna,                   
Georgellen, Gerry, Dick, Sarah, Aimee, Ted, Vicky, Judy, Ron, Lisa, Mary,                     
Linda, Jon, Joy, Linda, Savannah, Aracely, Agustin, Loren, Patty, Lori, Roger,                     
Mona, John, Elise, Kylie, Betty, Steven, Terry, Val, Joyce, Ronald, Clark,                     
Danny, Richard, Erin, Ken 

 and those who need our continuing prayers: 

Nancy, Bryant, Lisa, Sofia, John, Wanda, Bev, Jan, Debbie, Roni, Bruce,                     
Pauline, Marty, Alison, Gina, Kerry, Thea, Bob, Harry, Eileen, Taka, Thom, the                       
children at Good Shepherd Mission in Belize, Ingrid, Kalle, Blair, Jill, Betty,                       
Ron, Laura, Danielle, Marlene, Leslie, Susan, Cara, Harold, Ben, Evelyn,                   
Frossula, Sharon, Amory, Karen, Belen, Sally, Rob, Clarice, Rex, Justin, Maria,                     
Pam, Mariana, Luana, Jennie 

 ( Italicized  names are St. Columba’s parishioners.) 

To make changes to the prayer list for St. Columba’s, please contact the church office 
(office.manager@stcolumbaca.com) or 805-482-8831.  

 


