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The Great Vigil of Easter 
April 11, 2020, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Greeting and Lighting of the Easter Fire  
 
Presider:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Presider: Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus 

Christ passed from death to life, we gather with the church throughout the 
world in vigil and prayer. This is the passover of Jesus Christ. Through light 
and the word, we proclaim Christ’s death and resurrection, share Christ’s 
triumph over sin and death, and await Christ’s coming again in glory. 

 
The Easter fire is lit. 

 

Presider:      Let us pray. 
Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the world. 
Bless this new fire, and increase in us a desire to shine forth with the 
brightness of Christ’s rising, until we feast at the banquet of eternal light; 
through the Sun of righteousness, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 
The presiding minister may trace the inscription on the paschal candle. 

Presider: Christ, yesterday and today, ☩ 

the beginning and the ending. A Ω 
To Christ belongs all time 2 
and all the ages; 0 
to Christ belongs glory and dominion 2 
now and forever. 0 

People: Amen. 



The presiding minister lights the paschal candle, using a stick or taper from the fire, and sings or says: 
 

Presider: The light of Christ, rising in glory, 
dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds. 

 

The assisting minister lifts the candle so that all may see it.  The following is sung 3 times. 

 
 

The Exsultet 

 
 



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
 

The Introduction 
 

Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, and let us pray that our God will 
bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 

 
The Story of Creation:              Genesis 1:1-2:3 
 

 
 
 

 
Silence follows. 
 

The Flood:                                     Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18, 8:6-18, 9:8-13 

 
Video Storytelling by the Rev. Jim Friedrich. 

(“The Electronic Campfire: New Storytelling from Scripture”) 



“Shout for Joy” 

 

 
Silence follows. 
 

 



Exodus:                Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 

“Through the Red Sea” 

 

 
Silence follows. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Israelites after Crossing the 
Red Sea,  
Hans Jordaens III, 1620’s 

The Hermitage, St. Petersburg 



The Valley of Dry Bones:                                                                          Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 
Video Storytelling by the Rev. Jim Friedrich. 

(“The Electronic Campfire: New Storytelling from Scripture”) 
 

“Dem Bones” 
 

Ezekiel cried, “Dem dry bones!” 
Ezekiel cried, “Dem dry bones!” 
Ezekiel cried, “Dem dry bones!” 
Oh, hear the word of the Lord! 
 
The foot bone connected to the leg bone, 
The leg bone connected to the knee bone, 
The knee bone connected to the thigh bone, 
The thigh bone connected to the back bone, 
The back bone connected to the neck bone, 
The neck bone connected to the head bone, 
Oh, hear the word of the Lord! 
 
Dem bones, dem bones gonna walk around, 
Dem bones, dem bones gonna walk around, 
Dem bones, dem bones gonna walk around, 
Oh, hear the word of the Lord! 
 
The head bone connected to the neck bone, 
The neck bone connected to the back bone, 
The back bone connected to the thigh bone, 
The thigh bone connected to the knee bone, 
The knee bone connected to the leg bone, 
The leg bone connected to the foot bone, 
Oh, hear the word of the Lord! 
 
Silence follows. 

 
  



THE GOSPEL OF EASTER 
 

 
Hymn of Praise:        “God’s Paschal Lamb” 
 

 
 

Collect for the Vigil of Easter 
                      

   Presider:   The Lord be with you. 
People:      And also with you. 
Presider:   Let us pray. 

 

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection:    
Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being 
renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 



Gospel                Matthew 28:1-10 
 

Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance 
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and 
became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are 
looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, 
see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 'He has been raised from the 
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.' This is my 
message for you." So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, "Greetings!" And they came to him, took hold of 
his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me." 

 

Presider: The Gospel of the Lord.  People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 
 

Holy Women at the Tomb, oil on canvas (1890), William-Adolphe Bouguereau  
 



Hymn:        “Christ, Be Our Light”  

 
 



Dismissal 
 

Presider: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 
Carina McVeigh, soloist 
Brett Hanley, piano 
Joe Zimmerly, reader 
Bill Dawson, sound technician 
 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,  
License #A- 722573. 
 

    

   
 

Mary of Magdala at the Empty Tomb window at St. Matthew's Lutheran Church, Charleston, 

South Carolina. Attributed to the Quaker City Glass Company of Philadelphia, 1912. 

(Creative Commons usage, Wikimedia.org, Cadetgray, March 7, 2011) 

 


