Mount Cross Lutheran Church
Second Sunday of Easter

April 19, 2020

PRELUDE - Brett Hanley
GREETING
P
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

P

We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C

Amen.

GATHERING SONG - “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” - ELW 836

P
C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those
who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of
Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C
Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE - Pastor Julie

CHILDREN’S SONG - “Peace Like a River” - African American Spiritual

FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 22-32

After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to the gathered crowd.
He tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death according to God’s plan, was raised from the
dead by God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting Psalm 16:8-11, to show that Jesus is the Messiah:
though crucified, the risen Jesus is now enthroned.

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd],
“You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man
attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did
through him among you, as you yourselves know—23this man, handed over to you
according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed
by the hands of those outside the law. 24
 But God raised him up, having freed him
from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25
 For David
says concerning him,
14a
22

‘I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;
 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
26

moreover my flesh will live in hope.
 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
27

or let your Holy One experience corruption.
 You have made known to me the ways of life;
28

you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’
 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30
 Since he was a
prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one
29

of his descendants on his throne. 31
 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection
of the Messiah, saying,
‘He was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

32

L
C

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SONG OF PRAISE - “Forever (We Sing Hallelujah)”

The moon and stars they wept
The morning sun was dead
The Savior of the world was fallen
His body on the cross
His blood poured out for us
The weight of every curse upon him

One final breath He gave
As Heaven looked away
The Son of God was laid in darkness
A battle in the grave
The war on death was waged
The power of hell forever broken
The ground began to shake
The stone was rolled away
His perfect love could not be overcome
Now death, where is your sting?
Our resurrected King
has rendered you defeated
Forever He is glorified
Forever He is lifted high
Forever He is risen
He is alive
He is alive
We sing Hallelujah
We sing Hallelujah
We sing Hallelujah
The lamb has overcome
We sing Hallelujah

We sing Hallelujah
We sing Hallelujah
The lamb has overcome
Now death, where is your sting?
Our resurrected King
has overcome

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9

This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering because of their
faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we have through Christ’s resurrection
even amid difficult circumstances and surroundings.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are being protected by the power of God
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you
rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that
the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though
perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor
when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you love him; and
even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an
indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the
salvation of your souls.
3
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – “Halle, Halle” - ELW 172

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of
the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from the
Lord.

P
C

The Holy Gospel of our Lord according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20
 After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. 21
 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
so I send you.” 22
 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23
 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
19

 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. 25
 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But
he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger
in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
24

 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you.” 27
 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands.
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28
 Thomas
29
answered him, “My Lord and my God!”  Jesus said to him, “Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
come to believe.”
26

 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. 31
 But these are written so that you may come to believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life
in his name.
30

L
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON - Bishop Guy Erwin

HYMN OF THE DAY - “ Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!” - ELW 377

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the
people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.
Each intercession ends “Lord, in your mercy.” All respond, “Hear our Prayer.”

P
C

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we
pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C
And also with you.
OFFERING SONG - “Cornerstone”

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest frame
But wholly trust in Jesus’ name
My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest frame
But wholly trust in Jesus’ name

Christ alone, cornerstone
Weak made strong in the Savior’s love
Through the storm, He is Lord
Lord of all
When darkness seems to hide His face
I rest on His unchanging grace
In every high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil
My anchor holds within the veil
Christ alone, cornerstone
Weak made strong in the Savior’s love
Through the storm, He is Lord
Lord of all
Christ alone, cornerstone
Weak made strong in the Savior’s love
Through the storm, He is Lord
Lord of all
When He shall come with trumpet sound
Oh may I then in Him be found
Dressed in his righteousness alone
Faultless to stand before the throne

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

C

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

P

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

C

P

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.

C

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.

P

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

P

This is the feast of the victory of our God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
A spiritual communion is a personal devotion that anyone can pray at any time to express their
desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from
actually receiving Holy Communion. As Martin Luther once wrote: “I can enjoy the sacrament …
every day if only I keep my eyes on the promise, that is, on the words and promise of Christ, which
feeds and strengthens my faith.”
The presider invites the following prayer to be said by all:

Jesus, my savior and friend, I believe that you are truly present in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion and truly present to us here and now. Since I
cannot now receive you in the bread and wine, I remember and trust your
words, “This is my body; this is my blood—given for you.” I love you and ask you to
come spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you
and unite myself entirely to you. Keep all of us strong in faith, hope and love
until we can meet at your table again. Amen.1

1

Adapted by Pastor Julie from prayers written by Bishop Guy Erwin and St. Alphonsus Liguori.

COMMUNION HYMN - “Now the Green Blade Rises” - ELW 379

BLESSING
P
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C
Amen.
DISMISSAL
P
Rooted in God’s grace,
C
We joyfully witness and serve!
POSTLUDE - Brett Hanley

PRAYER CONCERNS
The Burch family, Janet Colby, the family of Arlene Fajnor, Edinson
Hernandez (friend of Stan Patscheck), Judy, Lee Patscheck (brother
of Stan Patscheck), Hilary (niece of Julie Merrick), Ingrid Poehler
(friend of Pastor Lynn Enloe), Karen (mother of Julie Merrick), Steve
True (nephew of Ken and Becky Riley), Janet Kessler, Judy
Unless otherwise specified, prayer requests remain in the bulletin for
four weeks. If you would like to add or remove someone to or from the
prayer list, please e-mail the church office at office@mountcross.com or
call 805.482.3847.

Join us for Community Connection and Conversation following the service on
Zoom! Grab a cup of coffee or tea and sometreats and visit with us. The Zoom link
is https://zoom.us/j/574003985 OR you can call in from your phone. Dial 1 (669)
900-6833. You will be asked for the meeting ID number. It is  574 003 985 and
then push pound (#).

