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 Special Congregational Meeting Minutes 
 November 5, 2023, 11:00 AM 

 Meeting held in-person at Mount Cross Lutheran Church 

 2023 Elected Church 
 Council Members 

 Executive Committee  Voting Representatives 

 1.  Allison Johnson 
 2.  Barbara Cranfill 
 3.  Bill Stoll 
 4.  Brian Fisher 
 5.  Chrissy O’Farrell 
 6.  Evonne Kuchera 
 7.  Jim Dinges 
 8.  Kristine Dawson 
 9.  Rebecca Riley 
 10.  Rick Gardner 
 11.  Susan Prosser 
 12.  Tom Neuhaus 
 13.  Tracy Blois 

 ●  Bill Stoll (President) 
 ●  Tom Neuhaus (Vice 

 President) 
 ●  Chrissy O’Farrell 

 (Secretary) 
 ●  Rick Gardner 

 (Treasurer) 
 ●  Brian Fisher 
 ●  Rebecca Riley 

 ●  Wendy McClary- Child 
 Development Center 

 ●  Caleb Clem and Tiana 
 Stouch  - Youth Group 

 Call to Order 
 The meeting was in-person at Mount Cross Lutheran Church. The meeting was called to order 
 at 11:15 AM by President Bill Stoll. 

 Opening Prayer  (Pastor Julie) 

 Determination of Quorum 
 ●  89 members present (35 needed for a quorum), 3 observers 

 New Business 

 ●  Should Mount Cross Become an RIC congregation? 

 Motion 

 Made by Elliott Ripley: “  motion for Mount Cross to  become an RIC congregation 
 subject to the RIC partner public commitments”. 

 ●  Second by Craig Blois 

 Discussion 
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 ●  Discussion on the use of the word “meaningful” in the RIC commitments: 
 “make a meaningful contribution annually to support the national RIC 
 program (which we will fulfill from RIC-directed donations).” This has to do 
 with donations - there is no set amount which can be interpreted 
 differently by different congregations - Mount Cross, we will have a 
 fundraiser, but people can also contribute at any time. There will not be a 
 line item in the budget. 

 ●  Gratefulness expressed for the efforts of the RIC committee 
 ●  A statement made about being aware of diverse life experience and 

 perspectives - just because a person may not understand the impact of 
 RIC doesn’t mean it’s not important for other populations and their life 
 experience 

 ●  Difference between someone visiting and only letting a bit of themselves 
 out, versus knowing they’re safe right away to focus on God, community 
 and connection 

 Calling the question to initiate vote 

 Results 

 ●  Motion passed by ballot vote: 74 “yes”, 14 “no” 

 Motion to Adjourn 

 Made by Lyndsay Montour: “  motion to adjourn the special  congregational meeting.” 

 ●  Second by Allison Johnson 
 ●  Motion passed by a voice vote 

 Closing Prayer and blessing 

 Meeting adjourned at 11:45 

 Notes 

 RIC Partner Public Commitments 
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 Since 1983, the Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Program has been a public way for faith 
 communities to see, name, celebrate, and advocate for people of all sexual orientations, gender 
 identities, and gender expressions in the Lutheran church.  Much of the past eighteen months 
 has found Mount Cross engaged in the discernment process of becoming an RIC congregation. 
 As noted in our previous forums, to be recognized as a RIC congregation, we will need to: 

 1.  Clearly state a welcome to people of “all sexual orientations, gender identities, and 
 gender expressions” or “LGBTQIA+” and name its commitment to “racial equity” or 
 “anti-racism” in its welcome statement. (  Please see  our proposed welcome statement on 
 the back of this page  ). 

 2.  Be open to calling an LGBTQIA+ and Black, Brown, Indigenous, Person of Color 
 (BIPOC) Rostered Leader. 

 3.  Allow sanctuary or community space to be used for LGBTQIA+ weddings and blessings 
 (  which will be consistent with our policies for heterosexual  weddings and blessings)  . 

 4.  Make a meaningful contribution annually to support the national RIC program (  which we 
 will fulfill from RIC-directed donations)  . 

 Eligibility to Vote:  According to the Mount Cross  Constitution, “Voting members are confirmed 
 members.* Such confirmed members, during the current or preceding calendar year, shall have 
 communed in this congregation and shall have made a contribution of record to this 
 congregation.” 

 *Confirmed members are baptized persons who have been confirmed in this congregation, 
 those who have been received by adult baptism or by transfer as confirmed members from 
 other Lutheran congregations, or baptized persons received by affirmation of faith. 


