Pastor’s report for August 19, 2025 Council Meeting
Dear Church Council,

I Zoomed in to our July Council meeting from EL Camino Pines, where some of our children
and youth were campers. Since then, this has been a month where | have been blessed to
be more closely involved than usual with some of Mount Cross’ core summer children and
youth programming, including the summer youth trip to Luther Glen Farm (July 20-25),
Vacation Bible School (August 4 -8), and youth beach day with other ELCA churches
(August 17). I am inspired both by Lutheran Retreats, Camps and Conferences (LRCC) and
our Mount Cross VBS. These programs truly help to pass on the faith that has been
entrusted to us.

Organizationally, we continue to be stretched by the absence of someone serving as our
Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries, but with summer staffing (Katie
Robinson helping with youth and Morgan Fanner helping with VBS) and dedicated
volunteers, | think it has been a good summer for our youth. | have been serving on our
CYFM Search Team, and | commend all the members for recruiting excellent applicants for
this position and engaging the process professionally and prayerfully. Family Faith
Formation, the Executive Committee, and the Personnel Committee are well-represented
on the Search Team and we are hopeful that we have identified a strong candidate for the
position, as will be reported at the Council meeting.

In addition to the above, my ministry this month has included the following:

e Four Sunday worship services and sermons (7/20 “Chill Out”, 8/3 “A Meaningful Life”,
8/10 “Do Not Be Afraid”, 8/17 “Perseverance Not Perfection”). Pastor Jade Ortiz was the
supply pastor on 7/27- a Sunday | took off as comp. time after chaperoning the youth trip.
e Wednesday evening community time, including July Blue Zone pot-lucks

e Men’s Bible Study on July 17

e Thriving in Ministry group and individual mentoring and coaching to clergy working in
ecumenical settings. This is my service to the wider church.

e Pastoral visits, as well as calls and meetings with visitors/newcomers

e Barbara Burke’s funeral and burial (July 18)

e Jim Gucciardo’s Celebration of Life (July 18)

e VBS Sunday and Beach Day (August 10)

e Women’s Bible Study at the beach (August 12)

e Gathering for local Episcopal Clergy (August 13)

e Participating in the excellent Sunday book study Total Garbage, facilitated by Gordon
and Melissa Henry.

e Welcoming pre-school families at the CDC Parent Orientation on August 14. Thanks for
joining in that, Henry Moragal!

e Meetings: Staff, Pathways, Church/CDC Committee, Executive Comm., Care Team, and
Generosity/Stewardship



Looking Ahead

e Our Church Picnic will be Sept. 7 following worship at Mount Cross. This is typically a
Council-sponsored event. Please help and support Henry Moraga and Vicky Edell.

e The Three Congregations are sponsoring a two- part immigration forum: Immigration 101
at St. Columba’s at 2 p.m. on Sept. 7 and Immigration Advocacy at 2 p.m. at Mount Cross
on Sept. 14.

e Fall Programming Schedule resumes the week of Sept. 14 — so Wednesday programs
kick-off on Sept. 17.

e Make, Bake, Celebrate is October 4!

My Calendar

e | will be away Monday, Sept. 8 - Wednesday, Sept. 11, for a Thriving in Ministry meeting in
Idaho, travel expenses paid by Thriving in Ministry.

e | may be away Sunday, Sept. 28 as one of my “buy out” Sundays. | will confirm that as
soon as possible, as well as my remaining vacation time for the year.

e | will attend TheOasis, the synod’s Leadership Conference, Tuesday, October 14-
Thursday, October 16.

¢ | have two asynchronous online courses I’'m trying to find time to complete before the
end of the year for my continuing education one is from Luther Seminary called “Stepping
Up to Supervision”, the other is a preaching course from Backstory Preaching.

God bless each of you and our Mount Cross congregation. Thank you for serving so
generously, and for engaging conflicts with respect, care, and prayer.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Julie +



