
 

October 10, 2025 
 
Dear Mount Cross Community, 
 

Mount Cross Lutheran Church turns 59 years old this month, which means we are beginning our 60th year 
as a congregation. In honor of the anniversary year we are beginning, I challenged myself to list 60 things I 
am grateful for about Mount Cross, without mentioning names (because I am grateful for each of you and 
would have given you a line of your own). Once I got started, I was surprised to find it was hard to stop. I 
could have kept going way beyond 60! Give it a try.   
 

Our Generosity Team is encouraging us this season to give thanks to God for all the blessings of our lives, 
knowing that “generosity bubbles up from a grateful heart.” I can testify to that. As I made my list of Mount 
Cross gratitudes, I found myself wanting to do and give even more to support the life and witness of our 
beautiful, faith-filled congregation. Join me in thanking God for Mount Cross and pledging to our shared 
ministry in 2026. Please turn in your Pledge/Estimated Giving cards by November 16th so our Church 
Council can plan responsibly for the new year. May God bless you and make you a blessing.  
 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Julie Morris + 

 
I am thankful for (in no particular order) … 

1.  The wheat and grapes on the sanctuary cross and above the doors of the church showing we are a 
Eucharistic community, gathered around a God who provides and is present to us. 

2.  Make Bake Celebrate, especially all those who work to make it happen and all the diverse oƯerings 
and creations donated.  

3.  The Prayer Garden, especially the shade of the olive tree and the painted rocks, and those who tend it. 
4.  The Church Council and all those who serve on it or ever have, and all past pastors who served at 

Mount Cross. 
5.  The Endowment Fund and all who contributed to it and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund that allows 

me to help people in need. 
6.  A well-equipped church oƯice, including a Nespresso machine and a color printer. 
7. The Confirmation class, especially their heartfelt prayers and questions and their courage in sharing 

their “God Stories” on their Confirmation Day. 
8. The beautiful stained-glass windows in the sanctuary. 
9.  Wednesday night community dinners. 
10. The community and friendship in the Rooted group. 
11. The Caring Meals ministry and the spirit in the kitchen when meals are being prepared and volunteers 

arrive to deliver them. 
12. The beautiful banners that hang in the church. 
13. Afternoon Chapel. 
14. Men’s Bible Study at Marie Callender’s and Women’s Bible Study Tuesday mornings. 
15. The Good Friday cross procession down Las Posas Rd. with our partner churches 
16. The opportunity to cook for Many Meals. 
17. The quilting group and all the quilts they make to help people across the world. 
18. Those who take care of our property. 
19. The charter members of Mount Cross who were willing to start a new congregation. 
20. The pavilion, for the gathering space it provides with automatic shades and heaters. 
21. Our commitment to Reconciling in Christ, to being a safe and welcoming place for all, and our 

presence at Camarillo Pride in 2024 and 2025. 



22. Those who watch our live-stream and those who make it happen. 
23. The annual blessing of the animals. 
24. The fun tradition of the cross cake being served at hospitality time the day after Make Bake. 
25. The Altar Guild and all those who work behind the scenes to support our worship services. 
26. CoƯee and treats after worship on Sundays and those who host. 
27.  Our July Blue Zone Challenge and those who work to promote health for people and the planet. 
28.  Vacation Bible School and all the children and volunteers. 
29.  Holden Evening Prayer and Soup Suppers during Lent. 
30. Thanksgiving Eve Holden Evening Prayer and the Pie Social. 
31.  Easter! Christ is risen! Having a trumpet on Easter Sunday, the Easter Breakfast and the flower cross, 

and every Sunday being a “little Easter.” 
32. Memories of being Church during COVID, especially Drive-Through Communion. 
33. Our lighted cross and the view of the city, mountains, and ocean from the playground. 
34. Our Child Development Center and chapel times with the preschoolers. 
35. Those who make Prayer Shawls and the honor it is for me to give them to those who are ill or grieving. 
36. Our “Three Congregations” partnership with St. Columba’s and Camarillo United Methodist. 
37.  Having young children and families in Sunday worship. 
38.  Having people born in every decade since the 1920s! 
39. Devotions and Caring Conversations at the start of meetings. 
40. Hearing people say, “Mount Cross is so warm and welcoming.” 
41. All the ways we pray for others, especially through our Prayer Chain, Monday prayer group, and 

Sunday intercessions. 
41.  Bringing people to the waters of Baptism and singing “Halle-Halle-Halle-lujah” after each Baptism. 
42. Everyone who moves table and chairs to accommodate our diƯerent programs. 
43. The Wednesday Meditation on Zoom group. 
44. Our Health Ministry Nurse and Care Team. 
45. The Caregivers Support Group. 
45. The way people reach out to each other to oƯer love and support. 
45. The thoughtful cards, notes, and emails people send. 
46.  Young people playing percussion in Sunday worship. 
47. Our Music Ministry and all the planning and rehearsals that go into it—and so much talent! 
48. People who bring Holy Communion to people in their homes who can’t attend worship. 
49.  How generous people are in giving to the church and to local, national, and global organizations. 
50.  Every one of our young people—infants through high school, all of our youth programs, and the 

camping ministry of Lutheran Retreats, Camps, and Conferences. 
51. Our Bishop, the Southwest California Synod, and the social statements of the ELCA. 
52. The way people live out their faith in their work and homes, and all the teachers in our congregation. 
53. Our commitment to making school kits and personal care kits every year for Lutheran World Relief. 
54.  The motto “God’s Work. Our Hands” and how Mount Cross members exemplify it. 
55. Our mission statement that highlights grace and joy: “Rooted in God’s grace, we joyfully witness and 

serve.” 
56. That we believe in the grace and love of Jesus, our Good Shepherd, who finds us where we are and will 

not stop searching until all are found. 
57. Having space to host 12-step meetings on our campus. 
58. The Holy Scripture proclaimed in our worship and read and studied by individuals and groups 

throughout the week. 
59.  The Prayground space for young children, and the lovely wooden replica of the sanctuary.  
60.  Holy Communion, the real presence of Christ, oƯered to all: “Whoever you are, wherever you find 

yourself on the journey of faith, you are welcome to the Lord’s table.” 


