CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at Baptism, as the presiding minister
addresses the assembly:

P

C

Blessed be the holy Trinity,
☩ one God,
who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days.
Amen.

P

Dear friends,
together let us acknowledge our failure to love as Christ has loved us.
Silence is kept for reﬂection.

P
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God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice,
love kindness,
and walk humbly with you.
Turn us in a new direction.
Show us the path that leads to life.
Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.
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Beloved of God:
your sins are forgiven ☩ through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You are free to live in newness of life
by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

GREETING
P
C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 4 6-8, 16-18

The conclusion of this letter to a young minister offers a ﬁnal perspective on life from one who
faced death. Though others let him down, Paul was sure of his faith in the Lord, who stood by him
and lent him strength.

As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my
departure has come. 7I have fought the good ﬁght, I have ﬁnished the race, I have
kept the faith. 8From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me
but also to all who have longed for his appearing.
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At my ﬁrst defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not
be counted against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that
through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear
it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from every
evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
16
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

As able, the assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - “Alleluia! Raise the Gospel” (Alstott/Farrell)

GOSPEL: Luke 18 9-14

The coming reign of God will involve unexpected reversals of fortune with judgment rooted in
mercy. Jesus tells a parable in which the one who humbles himself is exalted and the one who exalts
his own righteousness is humbled.

P
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The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ, according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were
righteous and regarded others with contempt: 10“Two men went up to the temple
to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by
himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves,
rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth
of all my income.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to
heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I
tell you, this man went down to his home justiﬁed rather than the other; for all
who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be
exalted.”
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON - Pastor Julie Morris

As able, the assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

SONG OF THE DAY - “We Are an Offering” - ELW 692 (sing twice)

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was cruciﬁed, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

P

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

C
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD/INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P

Christ invites you to this table.
Come, taste and see.

The assembly may be seated.

LAMB OF GOD - “This Is the Body of Christ” (Bell)

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Holy Communion will be distributed in the center aisle.

Ushers will dismiss people by rows, beginning from the back of the church. Please come
forward to receive the bread, and then walk to the side to receive wine or grape juice (in the
center ring). Place your empty cup in the trays provided. Communion ministers will bring Holy
Communion to those with mobility challenges (or those worshiping outside who don’t wish to
come inside).

SENDING SONG - “Guide My Feet” - ACS 987 - Verses 1, 2 & 4

DISMISSAL
A
C

Rooted in God’s grace,
we joyfully witness and serve!

POSTLUDE
Today's altar ﬂowers are given to the glory of God
by Joan Brundage in honor of Patricia Springer's birthday
and by Kate and Tom LaCalamita in honor of Jack LaCalamita's birthday.
Thanks to our Youth and Families for their leadership in worship today
and to Jerry Warren and Justin Thai for sharing their musical gifts!
Deacon Dr. Cecelia Travick-Jackson is on vacation today.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE

License #A-706290 and CCLI License #2022482. Images from sundaysandseasons.com
used with permission from Augsburg Fortress.
If you haven’t already done so today, let us know you’re watching us online ﬁll out our connection card: https://bit.ly/MCLCConnect.
Join us for Fellowship in the Pavilion after worship each Sunday!
Come to the Table: Mount Cross is offering Communion reception in the sanctuary
or in your car from 11 00-11 30 a.m.
Please consider your vulnerabilities and risk factors before choosing to participate.

The Week at a Glance

TODAY, October 23

Youth & Family Sunday and Pumpkin
Patch Play Date

Our Youth and their families are ﬁlling the volunteer
worship assistant roles today, followed by a Play
Date at the Pumpkin Patch (see the announcement
below for details).

Following Jesus, 11 00 a.m.

Join Pastor Julie in the Parish Life Center for
“Following Jesus.” See the announcement below
for details.

High School Youth Group, 4 00 p.m.

The High School Youth Group will be attending the
Feast of Faiths at St. Columba’s. Contact Joe
Zimmerly (joe@mountcross.com) with questions.

Monday, October 24

Monday Meditation, 3 00 p.m.

The Meditation group meets on Zoom at 3 00 p.m.
Questions, contact LaJean Wenzel

.Tuesday,

October 25

Women’s Bible Study, 9 00 a.m.

Women’s Bible Study meets in the sanctuary,
following the Gather study, “Jesus and Nature:
Teachers of Faith.”

Fellowship Committee, 7 00 p.m.

The Fellowship Committee meets at 7 00 p.m.

Wednesday, October 26

Adult Bible Study, 4 45 p.m.

The Adult Bible Study meets in the Parish Life
Center at 4 45 p.m., facilitated by Allison
Johnson.

ROOTED, 5 00 p.m.

This is a new program for Faith Formation
parents and others, Wednesdays, 5 00-5 45 p.m.
See the announcement below! If you have any
questions, please contact Pastor Julie,
pastorjulie@mountcross.com.

Altar Flowers

To request ﬂowers for our worship:
https://bit.ly/AltarFlowers2022. The cost is $40.00; you
can take the arrangement home with you after worship,
or pick it up at Communion following worship. If you
aren’t here but would still like ﬂowers, please let us know;
we’ll deliver the arrangement to another member to
enjoy.

More Ways to Give

Thank you, Mount Cross congregation, for all the
generosity you have shown in these times of trial!
To give to Mount Cross on your cell phone or tablet,
download Vanco's free GivePlus app from the App Store
or Google Play, enter zip code 93010, and choose Mount
Cross.
Please email any questions about giving and/or
statements to Financial Secretary Joan Brundage at
jbrundage@mountcross.com.

Amazon Smile

If you haven’t already done so, choose Mount
Cross Lutheran Church as your non-proﬁt to
support on smile.amazon.com so 0.5% of
purchases will go to Mount Cross. Thank you!

St. Columba’s Food Pantry

Each Sunday, we have a bin where you can bring
non-perishable food for St. Columba’s Project
Hope food pantry. Canned vegetables or
proteins are always a good choice. They could
also use boxes of breakfast cereal at the moment.
Please do not donate food that is expired.
Thanks for your support.

Adult Spiritual Growth Opportunity!
Following Jesus

All are invited to a three-week adult faith formation series called, “Following Jesus.”
This is for people new to or exploring the Christian faith, as well as for people who
have been disciples of Jesus for a long time. We meet Sundays through October 30
from 11 00 a.m.-Noon in the Parish Life Center. Contact Pastor Julie
(pastorjulie@mountcross.com) for more information.

Play Date Sunday / Pumpkin Patch Trip

Join us TODAY, October 23, after worship, for our Play Date Sunday at the
Pumpkin Patch. We will be heading to Limoneira Ranch in Santa Paula. Bring the
family and friends for a fun day! Talk to Joe Zimmerly for details.

This Thursday, October 27 - 3 00 - 5 00 p.m.
WACKY DRESS MOCKTAIL PARTY!

Calling All Adult Seniors! (And all who identify as adult seniors)
If you don’t have wacky mix-matched clothes or costumes, come anyway.
Let’s laugh and socialize together.

Trunk or Treat / Friday, October 28

Trunk or Treat is back! We are excited to host this again at Mount Cross this
Friday, October 28, from 5 00-7 00 p.m. The event is FREE to all who want to join
us. We will need lots of cars to hand out candy. If you are interested in handing
out candy, please contact Joe (joe@mountcross.com).

Mount Cross Generosity Campaign

Rooted in God's Grace, We Grow Generosity Together
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God's varied grace."
1 Peter 4 10
As our Generosity Campaign is shorter this year, we want to stress the following:
1. Generosity packets can be picked up on the church patio during in-person worship,
drive-through Communion, weekday afternoons in the church ofﬁce,
or accessed on the church's website.
2. Please return your Generosity Pledge/Estimate of Giving and Time & Talent forms by
Sunday, November 6. These can be returned by mail, in person at the church, or
on the church website for those wishing to complete the forms online.
Thank you to everyone who has already returned your forms.
It is helpful and very much appreciated.
Your Generosity Team

High School Youth Fundraiser
at PizzaMan Dan’s

Calling all saints - eat at PizzaMan Dan’s (lunch, dinner, late night snack) - dine
in or take out from any of their 8 locations - on Tuesday, November 1 (All Saints
Day) from 11 00 a.m.-11 00 p.m. Flyers available in the church and the ofﬁce (and
on our Facebook page). Our high school youth group will receive 20% of the
sales generated through this fundraiser.

Many Meals Volunteers Needed

Mount Cross is partnering with Camarillo United Methodist Church to once a month provide
the food that Many Meals of Camarillo distributes to people in need. We need volunteers to
cook a batch of the main dish or bake or buy some cookies or brownies and deliver the food to
St. Mary Magdalen Church. Recipes for the main dish will be provided. If you would like to
cook but buying the groceries would be a hardship, we could provide you with a gift card to
purchase them. We plan to provide the food on the second Monday of each month, with
November 14 being our ﬁrst date. Each month, an email will go out to volunteers asking them
to sign up if they can. If you would like to join the team of volunteers,
please email Karin Grennan at grennan4@verizon.net.

Looking Ahead to November

Watch for details in the November Grapevine.
● Sunday, November 6 - All Saints Sunday/Baptism and Welcoming New
Members/Generosity Commitment Sunday - 9 30 a.m. Worship
(and Daylight Saving Time ends)
● Sunday, November 13 - “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” - A Program of
Gratitude by our Mount Cross Handbell Choir - 2 00 p.m.
● Wednesday, November 23 - Holden Evening Prayer - 7 00 p.m. Evening
Prayer followed by Pie Social
● Sunday, November 27 - First Sunday of Advent - Advent Wreath Making
with St. Columba’s - 11 00 a.m. Potluck and Program

Hurricane Ian made landfall in Florida with near Category
5-strength winds, dumping record amounts of rain and causing
catastrophic ﬂooding. Ian, as predicted, is one of the worst
hurricanes to hit the United States in decades. Your generosity
has poised Lutheran Disaster Response to be ready for times such
as these – and we are equipped to accompany partners and
survivors of Hurricane Ian for as long as it takes. For that, we
cannot thank you enough.
Along with our partners in the region, we are prepared to respond to Hurricane
Ian with immediate relief, including water, clothing, gift cards, tarps and more.
Your dollars are also hard at work in communities around the world through
Lutheran Disaster Response, including responses to Hurricane Fiona, the
drought in the Horn of Africa, the severe storm in Alaska, the war in Ukraine – to
name a few.
We pray that God’s presence will be felt in the midst of suffering and bring
comfort to those who are hurting. Together, we can show our neighbors in
Florida and around the world that they are not alone. Thank you.
Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response make it possible for the ELCA to act quickly
after disasters, whenever and wherever they strike.
Additional Ways to Give - Checks or money orders can be sent to:
Lutheran Disaster Response
P.O. Box 1809
Merriﬁeld, VA 22116-8009
Give by phone at 800-638-3522 or online.

