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102 Camino Esplendido, Camarillo, CA 93010
805.482.3847 www.mountcross.com

1st Sunday of Advent
November 29, 2020, 9 30 a.m.

PRELUDE - Guy Ervin III
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS - Pastor Julie Morris
GATHERING SONG - “Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn” - ELW 242
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Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God
desires.

Silence is kept for reﬂection.
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Loving and forgiving God,
we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we
have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved
our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. Restore us, O God.
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the light of
Christ.
People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are
forgiven, and you are free—free from all that holds you back and free to live
in the peaceable realm of God. May you be strengthened in God’s love,
☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

KYRIE - “Kyrie Eleison” - ELW 155 (sing in Latin)

P

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

C

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection
awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until
the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH

FIRST READING: Isaiah 64 1-9

This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt
Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. Instead,
the people experience ruin, conﬂict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—to be the God
who has brought deliverance in the past.

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains
would quake at your presence—2as when ﬁre kindles brushwood and the ﬁre
causes water to boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the
nations might tremble at your presence! 3When you did awesome deeds that we
did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 4From
ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides
you, who works for those who wait for him. 5You meet those who gladly do right,
those who remember you in your ways.
1

But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed.
We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a
ﬁlthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7
There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you
have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
6

Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all
the work of your hand. 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not
remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people.
8
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SONG OF RESPONSE - “Wait for the Lord” (Taizé) - sing 3 times

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1 3-9

As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has already
enriched them through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the coming day of
the Lord.

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I give
thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given
you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and
knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened
among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that
you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him
you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
3
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

As able, the assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – “Advent Gospel Acclamation” (Pishner) - sing twice

GOSPEL: Mark 13 24-37

Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory to
end all suffering.

P
C

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ, according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and
the moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the
powers in the heavens will be shaken.
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and
glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds,
from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.
26

“From the ﬁg tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these
things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you,
this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
28

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor
the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the
time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts
his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on
the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or
else he may ﬁnd you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say
to all: Keep awake.”
32
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON - Pastor Julie Morris
As able, the assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

SONG OF THE DAY - “People, Look East” - ELW 248

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, Our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was cruciﬁed, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The assembly may be seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A

God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this
weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.
We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts to your
call for justice, peace, and healing, and strengthen our understanding as we
grow as an anti-racist congregation. Attune us to the needs of the world as
you draw near. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats,
polluted waters, thawing ice, blazing ﬁres, swelling ﬂoods, and long-lasting
droughts. Renew the face of the earth and our relationship to it. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the
world, especially our own Mount Cross Care Team and Welcome ministries.
Fill them with compassion and the power to respond with justice for those
who are oppressed, with welcome for those who are excluded, and with relief
for those who suffer. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those
without homes facing severe weather, for those who are unemployed or
underemployed, and for those in poverty or facing food insecurity, including
those served by the St. Columba’s Project Hope food ministry, Harbor House,
and Lutheran Social Services. Relieve their burdens, sustain their bodies, and
ease their minds. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with
depression, anxiety, chronic pain, addiction, and other illnesses, especially
those on our prayer list (names from bulletin list). Ease their suffering and
support them when they struggle. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for
justice, peace, or healing, those whose names we know and those whose
names are known only to you. Sustain all who still yearn for the completion
of your redeeming work. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

C

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
P
C

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING SONG - “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” - ELW 490

As able, the assembly stands for the Great Thanksgiving.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when
he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

P

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made ﬂesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

C

P
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Loving God, send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church;
gather into one all who desire to share this bread and wine;
and ﬁll us with your Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

P
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P

Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here.

The assembly may be seated.

FRACTION RITE - “What Feast of Love” - ELW 487, verse 1

PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

A spiritual communion is a personal devotion that anyone can pray at any time to express their
desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from
actually receiving Holy Communion. As Martin Luther once wrote: “I can enjoy the sacrament …
every day if only I keep my eyes on the promise, that is, on the words and promise of Christ, which
feeds and strengthens my faith.”
The Assisting Minister invites all to say the following prayer:

Jesus, my savior and friend, thank you for your presence in the Sacrament of Holy
Communion and your presence with us here and now. Trusting your words, “This is
my body; this is my blood—given for you,” I welcome you into my heart. Let my life
witness to your grace and peace. Strengthen all of us with faith, hope and love until
we can meet at your table again. Amen.1

1

Adapted by Pastor Julie from prayers written by Bishop Guy Erwin and St. Alphonsus Liguori.

COMMUNION SONG - “God of the Poor (Beauty in Brokenness)” - Kendrick

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A

C

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day
when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make
known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
P

C

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting,
the long-expected Savior ﬁll you with love,
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,
☩ now and forever.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
P
C

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE - Guy Ervin III
The ﬂowers at the altar are given by John and Jaimie Marroquin
in honor of their wedding anniversary.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-722573 and CCLI License #2022482. Images from
sundaysandseasons.com used with permission from Augsburg Fortress.

Join us for Community Conversation Time on Zoom following this service! Grab a
cup of coffee or tea and some treats and visit with us. There is a new Zoom link:
http://bit.ly/CommunityConversationTime.
Or to join by phone, call 1 669 900 6833. You will be asked for the
meeting ID (889 0267 0619) and passcode (302996).
Come to the Table: Mount Cross is offering Drive-Through Communion today
from 11 00 a.m. to 12 30 p.m. We ask that you please consider your vulnerabilities
and risk factors before choosing to participate in drive-through Communion. Pick
up a 2020 directory, if you haven’t already. If you need to make corrections
to the directory, please email ofﬁce@mountcross.com or call 805-482-3847,
from 1 00-5 00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

PRAYER CONCERNS from MOUNT CROSS
We pray for an end to the coronavirus, for doctors, nurses, and caretakers,
for researchers searching for a vaccine, and
for the families grieving the loss of each victim.
We pray also for Angelica (friend of the Marroquin family), Elizabeth A,
Pauline (grandmother of Jaimie Marroquin’s friend Mindy), Roger
Allmandinger (brother-in-law of Jim & Susan Prosser), Sharon Benner (sister
of Karen Gramacki), Mike Carpenter, Terry Cline (relative of Jim & Karen
Gramacki), Rob Conant (boyfriend of Mary Goodenough’s daughter), Howard
Corey, Barbara D’Addario, Sonja Demeter, Tom Demeter (uncle of Allison
Johnson), Bob Edell, Steve Engh (friend of Gayle & Cy Johnson), Ron
Higginbotham, Charles Hilley, Barb Mann (sister of Keith Selbrede), Michael
Mann (nephew of Keith Selbrede), Sandra Manning (friend of Judy Winters),
Nury Martinez-Silva (friend of Bernie Lau), Karen Nelson, the Posthauer
family, Lisa Saner, Patricia Springer (mother of Joan Brundage),
Mike Turek (friend of the Henrys), Bill Voigt (father of Heather Edwards).
Unless otherwise speciﬁed, prayer requests remain in the bulletin for four weeks. If you
would like to add or remove someone to or from the prayer list, please e-mail the church
ofﬁce at ofﬁce@mountcross.com or call 805.482.3847.

The Week at a Glance
Sunday, November 29, 2020

Advent Wreath Making, 4 00 p.m.

Our annual Advent Wreath Making event is today at
4 00 p.m! We’re hosting this event, partnering with St.
Columba's Episcopal Church again, open to all families
and households. Join us for some socially distanced fun
outside under the pavilion as we learn about the
season of Advent. Suggested donation of $10 per family.
Sign up using this link:
https://signup.com/go/XcALNsa
or just come for the fun.

Monday, November 30, 2020
Monday Meditation, 3 00 p.m.

The Monday Meditation group meets at 3 00 p.m. To
join by computer or smart phone/tablet go to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83666658855 or to call
on your phone, dial 1 (669) 900-6833. You will be asked
to enter the Meeting ID which is 836 6665 8855 and
then push pound (#).

Tuesday, December 1, 2020

Women’s Bible Study, 9 00 a.m.

The Women’s Bible Study resumes today,
meeting at 9 00 a.m. at Valle Lindo Park, 889 Aileen St,
Camarillo, CA 93010, weather permitting.
Please wear a mask and bring a chair.

Upper Room Zoom, 12 00 noon

Upper Room Zoom meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
It’s a nice 15-minute break in your day that includes
scripture, prayer, and relaxing video/audio.
Join us as often as you'd like.
Join: http://bit.ly/MCUpperRoomZoom
OR, you can call in on a phone. Dial 1 (408) 638 0968.
You will be asked for a Meeting ID. It is 847 4745 9576,
then push pound (#).

Wednesday, December 2, 2020
Fun with Faith, 5 00 p.m.

Fun with Faith (Preschool through
5th grade) meets with Jessica and Inger.
Gather at the church ofﬁce at 5 00 to be escorted to
the park by Jessica and Inger. Children will be picked
up back at the church at 6 00 p.m.

Adult Bible Study, 5 00 p.m.

On Wednesday evenings at 5 00 p.m., we gather to
study the Gospel for the upcoming week. Via Zoom:
http://bit.ly/MCWednesdayNights

OR you can call in by phone, 1 (669) 900 6833.
Meeting ID: 827 1932 0163, Passcode: 615543.

Conﬁrmation, 6 30-8 00 p.m.

Students preparing for Conﬁrmation meet with
Joe Zimmerly on-site. Email Joe
(joe@mountcross.com)
if you have any questions.

Thursday, December 3, 2020
Men’s Bible Study, 7 30 a.m.

Men’s Bible Study meets every other Thursday
from 7 30-9 00 a.m. via Zoom::
http://bit.ly/MCMensBibleStudy
OR you can call in by phone, 1 (408) 638 0968
Meeting ID: 891 5038 5706, Passcode: 521872.

Upper Room Zoom, 12 00 noon

Upper Room Zoom meets on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. It’s a nice 15-minute break in your
day that includes scripture, prayer, and relaxing
video/audio. Join us as often as you'd like.
Join: http://bit.ly/MCUpperRoomZoom
OR, you can call in on a phone. Dial 1 (408) 638
0968. You will be asked for a Meeting ID.
It is 847 4745 9576, then push pound (#).

Peace & Justice Team, 7 00 p.m.

The Mount Cross Peace & Justice Team has
begun the work of helping Mount Cross live
into the Council’s recent anti-racism
commitment. Our next Zoom meeting is
Tuesday, December 3, at 7 00 pm. All are
welcome and encouraged to
join us in this journey to justice. Email Bill Stoll
(william.stoll@verizon.net) with any questions.
The Zoom link for the meeting is:
http://bit.ly/MCPeaceandJustice. The meeting
ID is 871 0569 3251 and the passcode is 141223.

Sunday, December 6, 2020
Camp Sunday, 9 30 a.m.

Next Sunday, we’ll welcome Lutheran Retreats,
Camps and Conferences (LRCC) staff to help
lead our worship. There will also be an
opportunity to support them ﬁnancially
after worship.

Sunday Worship

Announcements

The Re-Opening Committee has approved a
testing phase for outdoor worship. Email
ofﬁce@mountcross.com or call 805-482-3847 if you
are interested in attending the service in person.
When arriving for Sunday morning worship,
participants should park in designated areas or on
the street; sign in and have their temperature taken;
wear a mask; practice social distancing; bring a chair
(some chairs available).
Thank you in advance for helping to
make this a safe worship experience!

Help with Sunday Worship
and Communion

We are looking for help to make Sunday worship and
drive-through Communion possible. If you would like to
sign up to help set up or as a parking lot usher, greeter,
or communion assistant, please sign up at
http://bit.ly/WorshipandCommunionAssistants
or call the ofﬁce at (805) 482-3847.
If you'd like to serve as a lector, intercessor, or musician
on a Sunday, either by joining us on-site for the live
stream or by recording in advance,
please contact the ofﬁce.

Children, Youth, and Family Ministry
High School Youth Group is NOT meeting tonight
because of the Advent Wreath Making event.
Email Joe (joe@mountcross.com) for
other details or questions.

Graceful Diaper Pantry

This month, Mount Cross is collecting diapers for the
Graceful Diaper Pantry at Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church in Oxnard. They especially need diapers in sizes
2 - 6 to help support low income families in Oxnard, Port
Hueneme and Ventura. You can bring diapers to
drive-through Communion on Sundays
or place them in the box under the pavilion
during the week. Thank you for helping!
Melissa Henry would be happy to shop for diapers at
Costco for those who prefer to donate money to the
church. An anonymous donor will
match the ﬁrst $300 raised for diapers!

VCIC Interfaith Holiday Traditions Forum

On December 3, at 7 00 p.m., the Ventura County
Interfaith Community will explore holiday traditions from
a variety of faiths, discovering the practices with which
Bahá'ís celebrate Ridván, Christians celebrate Christmas,
Muslims celebrate Eid al-Fitr, and Jews celebrate
Hanukkah. The forum is free and
all are welcome to join via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86442775428?pwd=UTZZenF
5RUIvOXFOV3VKSHI3WXlrUT09 or by phoning
1.669.900.6833 and entering the meeting ID (864 4277
5428) and passcode (702243) when prompted.

Please Share About Medical Alert Systems

If you or a family member currently have a
medical alert system, would you be willing to
share information about how you selected the
system and how it works? The Mount Cross Care
Team has been asked to provide this type of
information and it would be so helpful if we had
your experience to share with fellow members. If
you have information to share, please call or email
Susan, to share your knowledge and experience at
805-657-6222 or prosser1@sbcglobal.net.
Thank you in advance from Mount Cross
members who will beneﬁt from this information.

More Ways to Give

Thank you, Mount Cross congregation, for all the
generosity you have shown in these times of trial! We
want to make it as simple as possible for you.
If you'd like to give to Mount Cross on your cell
phone or tablet, download Vanco's free GivePlus app
from the App Store or Google Play, enter zip code
93010, and choose Mount Cross. Please email any
questions about giving and/or the April Year-To-Date
statements to Financial Secretary Joan Brundage at
jbrundage@mountcross.com. Also, if you haven't
already, choose Mount Cross Lutheran Church as
your non-proﬁt to support on smile.amazon.com so
0.5% of purchases will go to Mount Cross. Thank you!

Learning Committee

Looking for ways to serve? The Mount Cross
Lutheran Church Learning Committee develops,
plans and supports the youth of our congregation
through learning, community service, activities and
events to help them grow in their Christian faith. The
Mount Cross Learning committee meets once a
month on the 1st Monday of the month at 7pm via
Zoom and extends an invitation to anyone in the
congregation with a desire to serve the youth and our
ministries to join us. Contact Tracy Blois, Learning
Committee Chair by phone: 619-277-2059 or email:
tracy.allyson@gmail.com or Joe Zimmerly, Director of
Children, Youth and Family Ministries by phone: (805)
482-3847 or email: joe@mountcross.com.

