Mount Cross Lutheran Church
102 Camino Esplendido, Camarillo, CA 93010
805.482.3847 www.mountcross.com

As a caring community, masks are strongly recommended,
especially if you will be singing indoors.
Let us know you’re watching us online - ﬁll out our connection card:
https://bit.ly/MCLCConnect.

To the Parents of Our Young Children –
We are so glad you are here. We know how challenging it can be to get a family out
the door to come to church. We hope you can relax and receive the gifts of God that
are here for you today. Please don’t worry about squirming children or crying babies.
All are welcome here. If you feel you must leave the service with your child, please
come back. As Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.”
We want them to know they are at home in this house of worship.
To All Worshippers –
The presence of those with special needs is a gift to us and the Church. Please
welcome all children and give their parents a smile of encouragement. Please greet
those with special needs and their families, helping them to know they are valued and
accepted in our community.
Thank you for being the welcoming Body of Christ!

6th Sunday of Easter/Conﬁrmation
May 22, 2022, 9 30 a.m.

PRELUDE - “All Who Are Thirsty” (Brown/Roberts)
Mount Cross Music Ministers
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS - Pastor Julie Morris
GATHERING SONG - “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen” - ELW 377 - Verses 1, 3 & 5
As able, the assembly stands.

GREETING
P

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

C

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P

Let us pray.

Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us
food from your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by
your Spirit we may love one another and the world you have made, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.
The assembly is seated.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE - Pastor Julie Morris and Joe Zimmerly
FIRST READING: Acts 16 9-15

A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an important person
in the business community, whose heart has been opened by God to receive the gospel. Her
conversion and baptism provide the impetus for the founding of the church at Philippi.

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading
with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10When he had seen
the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that
God had called us to proclaim the good news to them.
9

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following
day to Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district
of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13On
the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there
was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered
there. 14A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she
was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her
heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15When she and her household
were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the
Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us.
11

L
C

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 167 - “God of Mercy, God of Grace” (Lyte/DIX)

SECOND READING: Revelation 21 10, 22-22 5

John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with God’s past actions.
Yet in this new city, God’s presence replaces the temple, and the glory of God and the Lamb
supplants sun and moon.

And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.
10

I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb. 23And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of
God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24The nations will walk by its light, and
the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 25Its gates will never be shut by
day—and there will be no night there. 26People will bring into it the glory and the
honor of the nations. 27But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices
abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of
life.
22

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
ﬂowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street
of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of
fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing
of the nations. 3Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of
God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4they will see
his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5And there will be no more night;
they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will
reign forever and ever.
22 1

L
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

As able, the assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” - ELW 172 (sing 2x’s)

GOSPEL: John 14 23-29

As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who will
teach Jesus’ followers and remind them of all that Jesus taught. Even more, those in whom God
makes a home will experience a peace that overcomes fear.

P
C

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ, according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word,
and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with
them. 24Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you
hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me.
23

“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate,
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything,
and remind you of all that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I
give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 28You heard me say to you, ‘I am going
away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to
the Father, because the Father is greater than I. 29And now I have told you this
before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.”
25

P
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON - Pastor Julie Morris and Faith Stories from the Conﬁrmands (Reagan
Burke, Jeffrey Saner, Marli Saner)

As able, the assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

SONG OF THE DAY - “Rain Down” (Cortez)

The congregation is seated.

CONFIRMATION
P

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism, and we come before God
with our conﬁrmands as they make afﬁrmation of their baptism into Christ.

The conﬁrmands are presented by Joe Zimmerly.

Reagan Burke
Jeffrey Saner
Marli Saner

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Water may be poured into the font.

P

C

Blessed are you, holy God. You are the creator of the waters of the earth. You
are the ﬁre of rebirth. You poured out your Spirit on your people Israel. You
breathe life into our dry bones. Your Son Jesus promised to send the Spirit to
us that the world may know your peace and truth. Thank you for making
Reagan, Jeffrey, and Marli your own by water and the Word in baptism. You
have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your spirit
and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold them in the gifts and
promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to
new birth. Pour out your Holy Spirit, and breathe new life into us. By your
Spirit adopt us all as your children, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

The presiding minister will invite the congregation to stand, as able, and join in the responses.

P

Conﬁrmands, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and
confess the faith of the church, and I invite the entire congregation to join
you in the responses.

C

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.

P
C

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

P
C

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.

P
C

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

P
C

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
cruciﬁed, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

P
C

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life
everlasting.

The congregation may be seated.

P

Those of you afﬁrming your baptism:
Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy
baptism: to live among God's faithful people, to hear the word of God and
share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ
through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Response: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
The minister addresses the assembly.

P

C

People of God, do you promise to support these young people who are
making public afﬁrmation of their baptism, and to pray for them in their life
in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

P

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give
us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.

The congregation sings the following refrain:

One at a time, the families of the conﬁrmands come forward.
The following words of blessing may be repeated for each person. The leader may lay
both hands on the head of the person and say:
P
C

Stir up in (name) the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and
the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.

After each laying on of hands, the congregation sings the “Holy Spirit” refrain above.

After all have been conﬁrmed, the presider continues:

P

Reagan Violet, Jeffrey Mark, and Marli Nicole, we rejoice with you in the life
of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God and proclaim the
good news to all the world.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (read by our Conﬁrmands)
A

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection
for the church, people in need, and all of creation.
God of new life, open your church to the unexpected ways your Spirit is at
work. Guide bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders in their visioning,
partnership, and planning. Surround us with your peace and help us to listen
to your Spirit’s guidance. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Shine your light of wisdom and peace among nations. When those in power
seek to assert dominance over others, confound their ways and make them
yield to your humble authority. Help us to work for an end to gun violence
and racial hatred in our country. Bring peace to Ukraine, Russia, Afghanistan,
the Holy Land, and other places where there is no peace. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A

We pray for people living with mental illness, that they may ﬁnd healing and
hope, and for all who work to improve access to mental health care and
combat the stigma of mental illness, that they may be supported in their
work and ministry. Bring peace to everyone who is fearful, anxious, or
worried. Watch over those on our prayer list, especially …
PRAYER CONCERNS from MOUNT CROSS
We pray for Lisa, Tom Andino (friend of Carol Browning), Tonna Brodie
(friends of Becky Riley), Courtney Burke, Jackson Burke, Mike Caceres
(nephew of Becky Gilbertson), Niki Carmichael (friend of Melissa Henry),
Lorraine & Mike Carpenter, the family of Howard Corey, Rex Crockett
(brother of Paul Crockett), Steve Doshier (brother-in-law of Paul Crockett),
Johnathan Hammersley (great-nephew of Marni Engh), Charles Hilley, Jo
Holler, Nancy Jaeger, Eunice and Ron Krieger (friends of Evonne Kuchera),
Paul Marigonda (friend of Becky Riley), Rick Mahlke (son of friend of
Barbara Burke), Lucille Miley, Karen Nelson, Lynn Nelson (mother of Julie
Fernandez), Maria Riley (daughter-in-law of Becky Riley), Samantha
Roberts (friend of Judy and Bob Winters), the family of Rosa (Nils
Rueckert’s sister), Byron Selbrede (brother of Keith Selbrede), Amar Shaw
(nephew of Gordon and Melissa Henry), Patricia Springer (mother of Joan
Brundage), Marie Swartz (sister of Jo Holler), Chris Truchan (friend of the
Burke family), Chris Valenzano (grandson of Herb & Jo Holler, on active
military deployment), the family of Veronica White (Fun with Faith parent),
Jessica Willis (sister-in-law of Carol Broderick).
Unless otherwise speciﬁed, prayer requests remain in the bulletin for four weeks.
If you would like to add or remove someone to or from the prayer list, please
e-mail the church ofﬁce at ofﬁce@mountcross.com or call 805.482.3847.

A

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Assemble your people at rivers, streams, and fonts, where we remember our
baptism and welcome others into the communion of saints. Gather us with
those who have died when we meet together at your river of life. God, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
God who listens, we now offer you our own prayers, either silently or aloud
(pause) … God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

C

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your
life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
P
C

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY - The River” (Wedgewood/Feliz/Silverberg) - CCLI Song # 7047433
(We do not have music notation to print for this song.)

Verse 1
I know a place where we can go,
to lay the troubles down eating your soul.
I know a place where mercy ﬂows,
take the stains, make you cleaner than snow.
Pre-Chorus
Like a tide, it is rising up deep inside.
A current that moves and makes you come alive.
Living water that brings the dead to life. Oh, oh.
Chorus
We’re goin’ down to the river, down to the river,
down to the river to pray.
Let’s get washed by the water, washed by the water,
and rise up in amazing grace.
Let’s go down, down, down to the river.
You will leave changed.
Let’s go down, down, down to the river.
Never the same.
Verse 2
I’ve seen it move in my own life,
took me from dusty roads into Paradise.
All of my dirt, all of my shame,
drowned in the streams that have made me born again.
Pre-Chorus
Chorus
Bridge
Let’s go down, oo, oo, oo.
Let’s go down, oo, oo, oo.
Let’s go down.
Pre-Chorus
Chorus

Ending
Oh, down, oo, oo.
Gotta go, gotta go, gotta go down in amazing grace.
Let’s go down, down, down to the river.
Gotta go, gotta go, gotta go down in amazing grace.

OFFERING PRAYER
A

C

Holy God, gracious and merciful,
you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation.
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,
that all may know your care;
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

As able, the assembly stands for the Great Thanksgiving.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ.

P

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter
and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, and the whole company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

P

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
We give you thanks for sending your only Son into the world
to fulﬁll for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

C

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

P

C

Remembering his life-giving passion and death,
his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be ﬁlled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, be all honor and glory
in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.

P

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD/INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P

The risen Christ dwells with us here.
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.

The assembly may be seated.

LAMB OF GOD - “Eastertime Lamb of God” (O FILII ET FILIAE, adapt.)

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Holy Communion will be distributed in the center
aisle. Ushers will dismiss people by rows, beginning from the back of the church. Please
come forward to receive the bread, and then walk to the side to receive wine or grape
juice. Place your empty cup in the trays provided. Communion ministers will bring Holy
Communion to those with mobility challenges (or those worshiping outside who don’t
wish to come inside).
PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION (for our Livestream viewers)
A spiritual communion is a personal devotion that anyone can pray at any time to express their
desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from
actually receiving Holy Communion. As Martin Luther once wrote: “I can enjoy the sacrament …
every day if only I keep my eyes on the promise, that is, on the words and promise of Christ, which
feeds and strengthens my faith.”

As we distribute Holy Communion to the congregation here, we invite those on the
livestream to offer the Prayer of Spiritual Communion displayed on your screen:
I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in the bread and wine, and
present in your people, who are gathered in spirit. In this moment I join with
them to receive you in my heart.
(We pause for silent prayer).
Fill us all with your love and grace, and strengthen us to serve the world in your
name. Amen.1
1

Adapted by Pastor Julie from a prayer written by the Anglican Diocese of Niagara.

COMMUNION SONGS - “Cornerstone” (Mote/Liljero/Myrin/Morgan/Bradbury)
- CCLI Song # 6158927 (We do not have the music notation to print for this song.)
Verse 1
My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest frame
But wholly trust in Jesus' Name
(REPEAT)
Chorus
Christ alone cornerstone
Weak made strong in the Saviour's love
Through the storm He is Lord
Lord of all
Verse 2
When darkness seems to hide His face
I rest on His unchanging grace
In every high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil
Chorus
Verse 3
When He shall come with trumpet sound
Oh may I then in Him be found
Dressed in His righteousness alone
Faultless stand before the throne
Chorus

“God of the Poor/Beauty for Brokenness” (Kendrick) - CCLI Song # 1236690

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A

C

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation
you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

As able, the assembly stands for the Blessing.

BLESSING
P

C

Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast to that which
is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support
the weak; help the afﬂicted; honor all people; love and serve the Lord,
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. And the blessing of God, who loves
us as a mother, our Creator, + Redeemer, and Sustainer, be among you and
remain with you always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG - “Go, Make a Difference” (Angrisano/Tomaszek)

DISMISSAL
A
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

A
C

Rooted in God’s grace,
we joyfully witness and serve!

POSTLUDE - Guy Ervin III
Congratulations to our newly Conﬁrmed members Reagan Burke, Jeffrey Saner, and Marli Saner!
Today's altar ﬂowers are given to the glory of God by the Burke and Saner families
including the Saner godparents, Barbara Erwin and Marlene Beveridge, in honor of
Reagan Burke, Jeffrey Saner, and Marli Saner on the celebration of their
Conﬁrmation.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE

License #A-706290 and CCLI License #2022482. Images from sundaysandseasons.com
used with permission from Augsburg Fortress.
If you haven’t already done so today, let us know you’re watching us online ﬁll out our connection card: https://bit.ly/MCLCConnect.
Join us for Fellowship in the Pavilion after worship each Sunday!
Come to the Table: Mount Cross is offering Communion reception in the sanctuary
or in your car from 11 00-11 30 a.m.
Please consider your vulnerabilities and risk factors before choosing to participate.

The Week at a Glance

TODAY, May 22

Conﬁrmation, 9 30 a.m.

We celebrate our newly Conﬁrmed young people Reagan Burke, Jeffrey Saner, and Marli Saner!

Handbell Concert at Camarillo United
Methodist Church, 4 00 p.m.

Five handbell choirs from Camarillo United Methodist
Church (291 Anacapa Dr., Camarillo) will present a concert
at 4 00 p.m. this afternoon.

Interfaith Candlelight Vigil at Padre
Serra, 7 00 p.m.

See the ﬂyers in the narthex for details on a vigil for the
victims of the Buffalo Mass Shooting.

Monday, May 23

Monday Meditation, 3 00 p.m.

The Meditation group meets on Zoom at 3 00 p.m.
Questions, contact LaJean Wenzel.

Tuesday, May 24

Women’s Bible Study, 9 00 a.m.
The Women’s Bible Study meets in the
sanctuary at 9 00 a.m.

Fellowship, 7 00 p.m.

The Fellowship Committee meets at 7 00 p.m.

Wednesday, May 25

Adult Bible Study, 5 30 p.m.

This will be our last Adult Bible Study gathering
before our summer break. We will meet at 5 30
p.m. at Old New York Deli, 4972 Verdugo Way,
Camarillo, CA 93012.

Bell Choir, 6 15 p.m.

The Bell Choir rehearses in the sanctuary loft, masked
and with the doors open.

Choir, 7 30 p.m

The Choir rehearses in the sanctuary from 7 30-8 30
p.m, masked and with doors open.

Thursday, May 26
Quilters, 2 00 p.m.

Friday, May 27

Midnight Madness, 5 30 p.m.

Open to all High Schoolers, this is a night out
and about with our friends. We will meet at
Mount Cross at 5 30 p.m. and pick-up back at
Mount Cross will be at 11 59 p.m. Sign up:
https://signup.com/go/bSdiKXg
We are also looking for volunteers! Contact
Joe (joe@mountcross.com).

The Quilters meet at 2 00 p.m. in the Pavilion.

Worship Guidelines

Following County guidelines, masks are strongly recommended for all people indoors
in public places in California. Thank you for the goodwill, patience, cooperation,
and love for your neighbor that you continue to show.
Grace and Peace, Pastor Julie

COVID Tests and Masks

Although we would like for COVID to be a distant memory, it is still with us. In case you weren't aware,
every home in the U.S. is eligible to order a 3rd round of free at-home COVID tests. They're easy to use.
Order yours today at https://www.covid.gov/tests or call 1-800-232-0233. In addition, if anybody would
like a free N95 mask, ask any pharmacist. The masks are stored behind the counter at the pharmacy,
provided by the government to help curb the spread. No paperwork required. Stay healthy and safe!

Sunday Worship

Announcements

We always need worship assistants, especially for
technology. We will train you. Contact Vicky Edell at
vickyedell5@gmail.com or sign-up online at
https://signup.com/Group/7769976983269200115/.
Thank you for serving at Mount Cross!

Children, Youth, and Family Ministry

Our weekly programs are ﬁnished for the summer. Email
Joe (joe@mountcross.com) with any questions.

Anti-Racism Work of the Week:

These links are offered by the Peace & Justice Team in a
spirit of goodwill to those who are seeking to learn from
diverse voices and take action towards reconciliation and
healing. We invite everyone to be a part of these ongoing
conversations as we learn together.
EDLARJ Calls for Prayer and Action for Buffalo
The European Descent Lutheran Association for Racial
Justice (EDLARJ) of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) calls for prayer and action.
With our siblings we cry to God in sorrow, grief, and
anger about the white racist attack in Buffalo, NY, on May
14. The murderer took the lives of ten beloved people,
wounded others, and terrorized many communities of
color across our nation. The attacker is part of the white
supremacist web that catches us all in its terror, hate,
and lies. We especially hold the people of Buffalo, the
ELCA congregations in the area, and the Upstate New
York Synod in our hearts.

We call members of the ELCA, especially
persistently white congregations and leaders, to
prayer and action in solidarity with the other
ELCA racial and ethnic associations. Now is the
time for white congregations to start or redouble
our work to root out racism in our communities
and congregations.

One action step is to attend the EDLARJ Drop-In
Zoom Call. May 24 at 4 30 pm Paciﬁc Time / 6 30
pm Central Time / 7 30 p.m. Eastern Time.
Connect with others, pray together, consider next
steps, share resources. Open to everyone on the
journey to racial justice from newcomers to
long-time movers. Advance registration required
at https://bit.ly/DropInGathering
For other action steps and more information see
https://edlarj.org/white-folk-work/.
Almighty and all-merciful God, we cry to you in
sorrow and anger. We mourn the deaths and
injuries of the residents of Buffalo and, even in
our grief, we thank you for their lives. Send the
Spirit of truth, comfort, advocacy and healing to
the survivors and embrace the dead in your love,
power, and peace. Awaken our church to the ways
we perpetuate white racism. Inspire us to
repentance and reform.
Transform our communities with your justice and
mercy through Jesus Christ, our cruciﬁed and
risen Savior. Amen.

Altar Flowers

To request ﬂowers for our worship:
https://bit.ly/AltarFlowers2022. The cost is $35.00;
you can take the arrangement home with you after
worship, or pick it up at Communion
following worship. If you aren’t here but would still like
ﬂowers, please let us know; we’ll deliver the arrangement
to another member to enjoy.

More Ways to Give

Thank you, Mount Cross congregation, for all the
generosity you have shown in these times of trial!
To give to Mount Cross on your cell phone or tablet,
download Vanco's free GivePlus app from the App Store
or Google Play, enter zip code 93010, and choose Mount
Cross.
Please email any questions about giving and/or
statements to Financial Secretary Joan Brundage at
jbrundage@mountcross.com.

Amazon Smile

If you haven’t already done so, choose Mount
Cross Lutheran Church as your non-proﬁt to
support on smile.amazon.com so 0.5% of
purchases will go to Mount Cross. Thank you!

St. Columba’s Food Pantry

Each Sunday, we have a bin where you can bring
non-perishable food for St. Columba’s Project
Hope food pantry. Canned vegetables or
proteins are always a good choice. They could
also use boxes of breakfast cereal. Please do not
donate food that is expired.
Thanks for your support.

Graduation Sunday, June 5, 9 30 a.m. Worship

If you have any graduates (preschool through college), please let Joe Zimmerly know
(joe@mountcross.com) so they can be included in our Graduation Blessing
at our 9 30 a.m. worship on Sunday, June 5.
Let's celebrate these big milestones and congratulations to the class of 2022!

4th Midweek Moviegoers

The 4th midweek movie for May is Downton Abbey: A New Era (PG) at the Roxy Tuesday, May 24,
at 11 30 a.m. Hope you can join us for the movie and/or at All Things Tea afterwards. If so, please
email me at jbrundage@roadrunner.com so I can order tickets online and make reservations.
Thanks! Joan Brundage

Mount Cross Health Ministry Education Series on END-of-LIFE ISSUES

SESSION 1 - GRIEVING – SUNDAY, JUNE 5, 1 00 p.m. –
in the Mount Cross Sanctuary

All aspects of GRIEVING and the various causes of GRIEF will be presented by St. Columba’s
Episcopal Church Health Ministry Nurse Teri Helton MSN, RN. Joining Teri for the discussion
and questions is a panel made up of Mount Cross Health Ministry Team Members Jennifer
Christensen, LCSW, Palliative Care Social Worker; Evonne Kuchera, RN, Health Ministry
Nurse; and Mount Cross Pastor Julie Morris. Refreshments and takeaways will be provided.
Everyone is encouraged to attend – grief knows no boundary of age or gender.
Please REGISTER to attend this session by emailing Susan Prosser, prosser1@sbcglobal.net,
with your name(s) and your church. We encourage you to invite others to this session.
We have sent information to other area Lutheran and communing partner churches and
hope to attract a good number of participants.

Thank You from the Rueckerts

Nils and Beverly Rueckert want to thank our Mount Cross family for all the prayer support offered on behalf
of Nils' sister, Rosa, who passed away last weekend after a long battle with serious illness. They are
particularly grateful for the love you all expressed in this way for a family member whom you never met.
Please continue to pray for the Rueckert family as they grieve the loss of this family member so dear to them.

Do You Have an Idea or Dream for the Buildings or
Property at Mount Cross?

The Ad Hoc Property Advisory Committee wants to know. We are also collecting information
about badly needed major repairs and maintenance. We want to hear from everyone!
So here are the ways that you can submit input:
●

Look for the BLUE PROPERTY IDEA BOX and forms in the church narthex
on Sundays or leave written input in the ofﬁce any other day.
● Email your idea(s) to Bill Stoll at billstoll50@gmail.com.
● Talk with any member of the Ad Hoc Committee.

Please include your name and contact information. We may wish further information.
We encourage you to take this opportunity to participate and thank you in advance,
Randy Churchill, Chair; Gayle Johnson; Jim Prosser; Susan Prosser; and Bill Stoll

Church Workday - Saturday, June 4, 8 00 a.m.-12 00 Noon

Join us for our NEXT Mount Cross Workday on Saturday, June 4. Come for any part of the
morning, no need to sign up in advance. Projects will include: re-grade the playground area,
install hose valve extension to prayer garden, continue work on the roof gutter above the
restrooms, and work on replacing the drip irrigation in the prayer garden. There is a lot to do
and many hands make light work! Please bring your wheelbarrows, shovels, rakes,
pickaxes/mattocks and work gloves. Donuts and coffee will be provided!
If you have any questions, please contact Cy Johnson at clopsj@gmail.com or 805-388-3293.

You will eat the fruit of your labor of your hands; you shall be blessed,
and it shall be well with you. Psalm 128 2

Altar Guild Looking for New Members

Are you interested in serving the church in a behind the scenes manner? The Altar Guild welcomes
new members to join us in this meaningful ministry. The time commitment is minimal at approximately
eight to ten hours per year and the blessings are plentiful. The Altar Guild’s main function is to prepare
the sanctuary for the Holy Sacrament. This generally occurs on Saturdays or prior to services on
Sunday morning service but also for special occasions such as funerals. Special attention is paid to the
changing of the paraments based on the church calendar. Setting out the wine and bread is the main
focus of our guild members but there are several other duties such as cleaning the baptismal font and
cleaning and ironing the many linens. Generally the guild works in pairs. The pandemic has changed
many aspects of the guild in its membership and requirements.
A training session with Pastor Julie is planned for current and new members on June 12 after church.
Please contact Carol Broderick to share your interest or for any further information at
carolbroderick@msn.com or leave a message at 805-444-2898.

