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Dear Mount Cross Community,
The Easter season, also known as The Great Fifty Days, continues through Pentecost Sunday, June 5,
when we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the birthday of the Church. It is a tradition to invite
people to wear red on Pentecost Sunday to symbolize the energizing, community-building fire of
the Holy Spirit.
This year, Pentecost Sunday also falls on “Wear Orange Weekend.” Wear Orange is an annual call to
end gun violence and remember the victims of gun violence. It began in 2015 when the friends
of Hadiya Pendelton, a 15-year-old girl shot and killed in a Chicago park, wore her favorite color
(orange) to honor her on what would have been her 18th birthday.
I invite you to wear red or orange to our worship service on Sunday, June 5, as a visual prayer crying
out to the Holy Spirit to comfort the families of the children and teachers killed in Uvalde, Texas, on
May 24; the churchgoers killed in Laguna Woods, California, on May 15; those killed grocery
shopping in Buffalo, New York, on May 14, and all victims of gun violence. Wear red or orange as a
visual prayer to the Holy Spirit asking that we will be equipped to be agents of healing and
transformation in our violence-soaked world.
So much has broken our hearts recently. At the same time, our hearts are filled with gratitude for
the new life we are experiencing at Mount Cross. During the Easter season, three of our youth
(Reagan Burke, Jeffrey Saner, and Marli Saner) publicly affirmed their baptism, making them
confirmed members of the congregation. We also baptized Mackenzie McCue, the baby sister of
Colin McCue, one of our preschool students, and welcomed the McCue family to Mount Cross. On
June 5, we will bless the graduates in our congregation, from preschool to graduate school. We give
thanks for their accomplishments, pray for their ongoing protection, celebrate their teachers, and
look for ways we can encourage and support them in finding and living their God-given vocations.
Come, Holy Spirit, kindle in us the fire of your love and renew the face of the earth. Amen.
Yours in Christ’s Service,

Pastor Julie Morris +

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness,
and self control (Galatians 5:22-23).
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Adult Education
Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study
 The Tuesday Women’s Bible Study is getting active for the summer! Save the following
Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. for a walk or gentle hike, including reflection on scripture and time for
prayer: June 21, July 12, and August 16. Children and strollers are welcome. Watch the Friday
e-Grapevine and the Sunday bulletin for details, or contact Pastor Julie at
pastorjulie@mountcross.com.
Wednesday Evening Adult Bible Study
 The Wednesday Evening Bible Study is on hiatus until August. To study the Bible on your own
or with a group that you gather at home, go to elca.org/resources/bible-studies. (We are in
Year C—Time after Pentecost.)
1st and 3rd Thursdays Men’s Bible Study and Breakfast
 We will meet June 2 and June 16 at Marie Callender’s.
 At Marie Callender’s (185 E. Daily Drive), a $15 donation covers breakfast and a tip, but don’t
let the cost prevent you from attending. What matters most is that you join us. No RSVP
necessary, but reach out to Randy Churchill (hrchurchill@verizon.net) if you have questions.
Are You Reading Living Lutheran?
Afternoon Chapel
You will find the May issue in the church office or at the
Join us on June 16 at 2:00 p.m. in the Mount Welcome Center. Please take one; there is always something
Cross Sanctuary as we remember Father’s
interesting to discover.
Day.
In this issue, there are articles about Lutheran colleges and
universities and Prayer, among others. Some of the issues that
“The Lord has mercy on those who respect
challenge our schools are demographics, population shifts, a
him, as a father has mercy on his children.”
multicultural student body, economics; all are important.
(Psalm 103:13, New Century Version)
What does the future hold?
This shortened Worship Service is complete It was so nice to read about California Lutheran University in
with communion, singing,
Thousand Oaks and its partnership with our Chumash
prayers, and fellowship.
neighbors. They are doing interesting and important
Contact the Mount Cross
work. Take a look on page 33.
office at 805-482-3847 if
Another theme this month is prayer. In “I'm a Lutheran,” I
you need a ride to the
read that the featured artist lays his hands on a blank canvas
Chapel Service or for more
to ask God to give him what he will need so that what is
information. Please join us
created will be to the glory of God; find it on page 14.
as we celebrate fathers
and all father figures.
Then there is “Nola's Knees” on page 8. It begins with a story
about Nola, whose knees are calloused from praying. We
know The Lord's Prayer, but on page 9 is an interesting
If you are not receiving emails from discussion about other prayers of Jesus. Not to be missed.
Mount Cross, please contact the There is a Lutheran family camp in the beautiful Cascade
office so we can add you to our mountains of Washington called Holden Village. During World
War II, a prayer was composed that became a prayer for
email list or add you to our call list! guidance. Now, before each guest leaves Holden, this
Make sure you also double-check prayer is said, wishing for them God's guidance. The prayer is
now known as The Holden Village Prayer. You will find it on
your spam folder and add
page 11. Lovely!
office@mountcross.com to your When you subscribe to Living Lutheran, you will have the
contacts so you have the most
convenience of having it delivered to your home. So nice.

up-to-date information possible.
Thank you!

Blessings to you from your Welcome Team

Return of the Listening Post
Great news! The Council has decided that, as we are back inside the
church with a substantial attendance, it is time to reinstate the Listening
Post. We will once again have a Council person after a service once a
month available to listen to comments from individual congregants. We
are looking forward to hearing from you.
There is a change in the format of the Listening Post—this will not be an
anonymous forum. People are welcome to say anything they wish but it
will not be taken to Council unless either the person is willing to allow
their name to be used or the Council person agrees with the position and
is willing to adopt it themselves. We have decided upon this change
because if concerns and complaints are anonymous, there is no way to
check out if the concern is correctly understood. There is no opportunity
to try to mend a relationship that might be under stress. There is no
possibility of a restoration or resolution.
Our core religious values are based in love and grace and we should be
able to voice our thoughts, including complaints, and also to hear those
thoughts in that spirit of love and grace.
If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Julie, Becky Riley, or
anyone on Council.
Becky Riley, Church Council President
Stewardship is Year Round
Be Biblical: Let God do the talking.
“You will be enriched in every way so
that you can be generous on every
occasion, and through us your
generosity will result in thanksgiving
to God.” 2 Corinthians 9:11
“The goal of our stewardship ministry
is to help God’s people grow in their
relationship with Jesus through the
use of the time, talents, and finances
God has entrusted to them.”
“The word steward most likely comes from two old English
words that named the person who cared for the pigs of
another. This person was called the ‘sty-warden.’ The
sty-warden didn’t own the pigs. The sty-warden cared for
the pigs. The steward is not the owner. The steward is
always one who cares for that which belongs to another.”
Taken from the book, Ask, Thank, Tell, Improving
Stewardship Ministry in Your Congregation by Charles R.
Lane.
What we as disciples of Jesus have to remember is
everything belongs to God. We are the stewards of all that
is his. We give of our time, talent, and treasure in order to
give back to God what he has blessed us with. God is the
owner of all things. He made us stewards of all that is in the
world, including those people who are less fortunate than
we are.
Psalm 24:1 “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it,
the world, and all who live in it.”

Church Council 2022
Kevin Churchill
Barbara Cranfill
Kristine Dawson
Jim Dinges
Collin Edwards (Youth Rep)
Brian Fisher
Rick Gardner (Treasurer)
Allison Johnson
Evonne Kuchera
Wendy McClary (CDC Rep)
Tom Neuhaus (Vice President)
Susan Prosser
Rebecca Riley (President)
Bill Stoll (Secretary)
Sophia Valencia (Youth Rep)

Thank You and Volunteer Opportunity from
Christians Acting Together
(The offering from our Maundy Thursday
combined worship with St. Columba’s
contributed $659 to Christians Acting Together.
We received the following note from them.)
Thank you so much for your generous
donation. We appreciate your help with our
work in the community at Christians Acting
Together. We have our faithful customers in
the store after the pandemic. Their household
donations keep our shelves full.
We could use more volunteers working in
the store. We are open Tuesday, Thursday,
and Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
(805-484-1254).
Thank you again!
God bless you all,
Sue Bailey, President
Christians Acting Together

Abundant Table CSA
Your local organic farm is growing—and would love to share in
the blessings of the land. Sign up to purchase a weekly, or every
other week, box of fresh produce. You can even share
membership with another person and get a box once a month.
The box is full of the freshest greens,
lettuces, avocados, citrus—and they are
picked the day before you get them, so
they LAST much longer than anything
from the grocery store. Visit their
website www.theabundanttable.org and
click the Community Supported
Agriculture tab to learn more.

“The only thing necessary for the
triumph of evil is that good men
(and women) do nothing.”
-Edmund Burke
Fair Trade Sale
Sunday, June 5, will be our LAST monthly Fair Trade sale! Come
visit the tables on the patio to buy some last Fair Trade
products at sale prices. After this sale, we will be switching to a
Buyer's Club format, where an announcement
will be given (probably here in the newsletter,
as well as the weekly email) about an
upcoming order, and if you want a particular
product, you will be able to order it then. We
are grateful for all the support Mount Cross
has given this ministry in the many years it
went on, and excited for the next phase.

Peace & Justice
The Peace and Justice Team will meet on
Tuesday, June 7, at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom.
The Zoom link is bit.ly/MCPeaceandJustice.
Save the Date
The next Blood Drive will be August
7. Vitalant will have the bus in the parking
lot to facilitate donations, but there is a
need for blood NOW—and if you donate in
the next two weeks, you can still donate on
August 7. Visit www.vitalant.org and click
the donate button to find a location near
us.

Meals for Harbor House
Every day at 5:00 p.m., Harbor House hands
out bagged meals to our homeless
neighbors in Thousand Oaks. You can sign
up to bring 10 meals on any day that is
convenient for you at harborhouseto.org
(scroll down to the info about lunches and
click the link). If you would like to sponsor
this ministry, or if you would like to form a
group to start making these meals once a
month, please contact Mary Goodenough
at mwgoodenough@gmail.com for more
information.

Church Workday
Join us for our NEXT Mount Cross Workday on Saturday, June 4, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon. Come for
any part of the morning, no need to sign up in advance. Projects will include: re-grade the playground area,
install hose valve extension to prayer garden, continue work on the roof gutter above the restrooms, and
work on replacing the drip irrigation in the prayer garden. There is a lot to do and many hands make light
work! Please bring your wheelbarrows, shovels, rakes, pickaxes/mattocks, and work gloves. Doughnuts and
coffee will be provided!
If you have any questions, please contact Cy Johnson at
clopsj@gmail.com or 805-388-3293.

You will eat the fruit of your labor of your hands;
you shall be blessed, and it shall be well with you.
Psalm 128:2

CARING RESOURCES
Don’t Miss These Important Learning Opportunities
End-of-Life Issues
Presented by Mount Cross Health Ministry Team
Sunday, June 5, 1:00 p.m. – Grieving
Sunday, July 24 – Palliative and Hospice Care
Sunday, September 11 – Decisions, Directives, and Documents
Knowledgeable speakers and panels. Takeaways and refreshments. Invite your friends!
All sessions presented “Through a Christian Lens”
For Questions or to Register – email Susan Prosser, Care Team Chair,
prosser1@sbcglobal.net.
------------Care Bags – A New Mount Cross Resource
Care Team member Karen Diehl has developed Mount Cross “Care Bags” as a resource for
Pastor Julie and Deacon Cecelia to use when making visits to people in active treatment or
care, in various stages of recovery, or with compromised health. The “Bags” started with the
idea for Chemo Bags and grew from there into a larger concept. The Care Team served as a
sounding board and decided that to reach more people, the bags would be made with
contents that are less specific. Each “Care Bag” contains a neck pillow, eye mask, lip balm,
moisturizing lotion, a journal, a pen, and a prayer. It is hoped these bags will bring comfort to
those who receive them and the knowledge that Mount Cross supports them with prayers
and love. Many thanks to Karen, who was inspired to serve this need through the experiences
of people she loves.
-------------YOUR HELP IS WANTED – If you feel called to provide meal support, send cards or notes,
assist with transportation needs, shop, run errands, help host an education event, or have an
idea for caring support at Mount Cross, the CARE TEAM wants you! Talk to any team member
or email Susan Prosser at prosser1@sbcglobal.net.
-------------“Listening For God”
The word obedience includes the Latin word audire, which means “listening.” Living a
spiritually mature life is living a life in which we listen to the voice of God’s Spirit within and
among us and in ways we try to respond to that voice at every moment of our lives. The great
news of God’s revelation is not simply that God exists, but also that God is actively present in
our lives at all times and in all places. Our God is a God who cares, heals,
guides, directs, challenges, confronts, and corrects us. He is a God who
wants to lead us closer to the realization of our humanity. To be obedient
means to constantly attentive to this active presence and allow God, who is
only love, to be the source as well as the goal of all we think, say, and do.
Henri J. M. Nouwen, Hope for Caregivers
Mount Cross Care Team – Becky Riley, Beverly Rueckert, Evonne Kuchera,
Jeanne Michel, Jennifer Christeson, Judy Winters, Karen Diehl, Mary
Kienitz, Susan Prosser

See below for scheduled children and youth activities! If you have any questions, please email
Joe (joe@mountcross.com) and check out our CYFM Newsletter insert for more details.
Our CYFM programs are off for the summer. Watch the eGrapevine, bulletin, and
summer newsletters for information on upcoming special events.

Mount Cross Music Ministry Notes
Here we are – halfway through another year! The time is flying by. We’re winding down some of our
regular music activities as we move into summer. The choir will be singing on Sunday, June 12, Trinity
Sunday. For the rest of June, our Wednesday 7:30pm rehearsals will be for “Summer Choir.” I’ll meet with
whomever wants to come and sing through the music for Sunday or to work on special music to sing for
some of the summer Sundays.
Our bell choir will be playing on Father’s Day, Sunday, June 19. We plan to continue rehearsing through
June but will take some Wednesdays off in July and August, depending on people’s schedules.
Our praise band personnel will lead our Spirit-filled music on Pentecost, Sunday, June 5. We recently
learned that CCLI (our praise & worship copyright licensing agency) has changed their policy and now
allows the printing of music notation for their songs. However, the majority of their songs are not written
in a simple verse-refrain structure that can easily fit into a graphic for our bulletins, nor do they
provide such graphics. We’ll print music when we can but will continue to print just words for
some pieces, giving us the opportunity to develop our skills of learning by ear.
May the summer months bring you the gift of music in many forms, be they hymns, psalms,
spirituals, or even birdsongs!
In Christ,
Carol Browning, Music Director
CDC Updates
It is unbelievable that we are heading into the last few
weeks of the school year. This year has been so awesome
getting to know the children, families, and staff. Mount
Cross is indeed a special place on the hill. We were
honored to recognize our amazing mothers, grandmothers,
girl dads, and special people at our VIP Tea. They have all
shaped the Mount Cross children.
Our May Day Hat Parade had an amazing turnout. The hats
For mental health resources including identifying
were unique and brought out each child’s personality. The
the warning signs of suicide and coping with grief, go children wore them proudly and were so excited.
to WellnessEveryDay.org. If your or someone you
Please be sure to mark your calendars for our Dudes and
know is having trouble coping, call one of these
Donuts celebration on June 9th and 10th.
confidential lines, open 24/7:
We are still enrolling for Summer and Fall. Please feel free
Crisis and Referral: (866) 998-2243
to contact the CDC office for more information.
Substance Use Treatment: (844) 385-9200
Amy Vega, Director
Mount Cross Child Development Center
Suicide Prevention Lifeline: (800) 273-8255
How to Get FREE COVID Masks and Tests
If anybody would like a free N95 mask,
all one has to do is ask any pharmacist.
The masks are stored behind the
counter at the pharmacy. They are also
provided by the government to help
curb the spread. For rapid tests, order
them at https://www.covid.gov/tests.

PRAYER CONCERNS
Did you know Mount Cross has an email Prayer
Chain? If you would like to be a member of our
Prayer Chain, or would like a prayer request
sent to our Prayer Chain, please let Carol
Browning know by emailing her
at office@mountcross.com.

Upcoming Meetings
Stewardship/Generosity Team:
Thurs., June 2, 1:30 p.m.
Executive Committee:
Thurs., June 2, 7:00 p.m.
Property Committee:
Thurs., June 2, 7:00 p.m.
Afternoon Chapel Committee:
Fri., June 3, 2:00 p.m.
Service & Missions Committee:
Mon., June 6, 6:00 p.m.
Learning Committee:
Mon., June 6, 7:00p.m.
Peace & Justice Team:
Tues., June 7, 7:00 p.m.
Care Team:
Thurs., June 9, 1:00 p.m.
Quilters:
Thurs., June 9 and 23, 2:00 p.m.
CDC Board:
Thurs., June 9, 7:30 p.m.
Afternoon Chapel:
Thurs., June 16, 2:00 p.m.
Church Council:
Tues., June 21, 7:00 p.m.
Babysitting Class:
Fri., June 24, 4:00 p.m.
Fellowship Committee:
Tues., June 28, 7:00 p.m.

We pray for Lisa, Roger and Kathy Allmandinger (brother-in-law and
sister of Susan Prosser), Tom Andino (friend of Carol Browning), Tonna
Brodie (friends of Becky Riley), Mike Caceres (nephew of Becky
Gilbertson), Niki Carmichael (friend of Melissa Henry), Lorraine & Mike
Carpenter, the family of Howard Corey, Rex Crockett (brother of Paul
Crockett), Steve Doshier (brother-in-law of Paul Crockett), Johnathan
Hammersley (great-nephew of Marni Engh), John Harper (companion of
Mona Neuhaus’ sister Anna) Charles Hilley, Jo Holler, Nancy Jaeger,
Eunice and Ron Krieger (friends of Evonne Kuchera), Paul Marigonda
(friend of Becky Riley), Rick Mahlke (son of friend of Barbara Burke),
Lucille Miley, Karen Nelson, Lynn Nelson (mother of Julie Fernandez),
Maria Riley (daughter-in-law of Becky Riley), the family of Rosa (Nils
Rueckert’s sister), Byron Selbrede (brother of Keith Selbrede), Amar
Shaw (nephew of Gordon and Melissa Henry), Patricia Springer (mother
of Joan Brundage), Marie Swartz (sister of Jo Holler), Chris Truchan
(friend of the Burke family), Chris Valenzano (grandson of Herb & Jo
Holler, on active military deployment), the family of Veronica White (Fun
with Faith parent), Jessica Willis (sister-in-law of Carol Broderick).
Unless otherwise specified, prayer requests remain in the bulletin for four
weeks. If you would like to add or remove someone to or from the prayer
list, please e-mail the church office at office@mountcross.com or call
(805) 482-3847.

Thank You from Dianne Selbrede
Dear Friends,
May all of you who so thoughtfully
remembered my recent birthday with cards,
calls and floral tributes, accept my heartfelt
appreciation. Their arrival was a lovely
surprise (and really quite overwhelming), one
which will remain forever preserved in my
memory bank of perennial friendships. God
bless you one and all, Dianne Selbrede

Altar Guild Looking for New Members
Are you interested in serving the church in a behind the
scenes manner? The Altar Guild welcomes new
members to join us in this meaningful ministry. The time
commitment is minimal at approximately eight to ten
hours per year and the blessings are plentiful. The Altar
Guild’s main function is to prepare the sanctuary for the
Holy Sacrament. This generally occurs on Saturdays or
prior to services on Sunday morning but also for special
occasions such as funerals. Special attention is paid to
the changing of the paraments based on the church
calendar. Setting out the wine and bread is the main
focus of our guild members but there are several other
Thank You from the Rueckerts
duties such as cleaning the baptismal font and cleaning
Nils and Beverly Rueckert want to thank our and ironing the many linens. Generally the guild works in
Mount Cross family for all the prayer support pairs. The pandemic has changed many aspects of the
guild in its membership and requirements. A training
offered on behalf of Nils' sister, Rosa, who
session with Pastor Julie is planned for current and new
passed away last weekend after a long battle members on June 12 after
with serious illness. They are particularly
church. Please contact Carol
grateful for the love you all expressed in this Broderick to share your
interest or for any further
way for a family member whom you never
information at
met. Please continue to pray for the
or
Rueckert family as they grieve the loss of this carolbroderick@msn.com
leave a message at
family member so dear to them.
805-444-2898.
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The next newsletter deadline is Thursday, June 16, 2022
Please send all articles to carina@mountcross.com.

Happy Birthday to…
1 Roger Boross
2 Grace Churchill
3 Ross Crockett
Kristine Dawson
Ken Riley
4 Cassie Bouchard
5 Jennifer Christeson
6 Janet Friederichs
7 Shannon McCue
10 Matthew Fisher
Jennifer Moraga
11 Macklyn McCormick
Kim Schmeichel
12 Gail Baird
Nichole Brickley
Sarah Fox
Steven Michel
Barbara Sletten
13 Craig Abernathy
Bret Neidens
James Prosser, Jr.
16 Camille Osslund
17 Rynn Blois
Darryl Johnson
18 Mark Saner
Megan Wikholm
19 Brian Edwards
Justice Jones

20 Jennifer Garrett
Jim Prosser
21 Tracy Blois
Cooper Priest
22 Keith Mason
23 Brett Crockett
Richard Gardner
25 Ann Abernathy
Aaron Laskey
26 Wyatt Phipps
Trish Whalen
28 Bob Boyer
29 Tracie Fickenscher
Mark Storer
30 Brian Rubin
1
2
5
6
7
8
10
12
20

Happy Anniversary to…
James & Nancy Jaeger
Marion & Bob Cole
Melissa & David Lennox
John & Karin Grennan
Jennifer & Henry Moraga
Peggy & Bruce Stevenson
Jean & Alan Scott
Stan & Valerie Patscheck
Michael & Aaron Laskey
Randy & Jennifer Churchill
Robert & Laura Brickley
Tim & Lynn Osslund

1

3
4
8

Happy Anniversary of
Baptism to…
Keith Selbrede
Daniel Nelson
Jennifer Christeson
Edith Fredrick
Linda Austin
Stephanie McCormick
Alexander Sikoff
Makenna Carpenter
Caroline Sheller
Jackson Burke
James Davis
Nathan Griffis
Madison Burke

22 Courtney & Stephen Burke
Beverly & Nils Rueckert
Bill & Aimee Stoll
23 Herb & Jo Holler
24 Brian & Kate Fisher
25 Jack & Diana Rose
Susan & Mark Storer
29 Kevin & Rhonda Churchill
Darryl & Allison Johnson
Kate & Tom LaCalamita
30 William & Nancy Rowley

10 Colin McCue
11 Denise Sobolik
Brandon Duran
Kathrynn Blois
12 Chloe Vieira
Hailey Vieira
14 Jeffrey Bricker
Jackson Fajnor
Macklyn McCormick
15 Avis Miley
16 Ron Ertel
Melissa Henry
20 Krista Stoll
22 Patti Stouch
24 Jessica Easter
26 Ian Broderick
Rachel Burrow
Laura Fox
28 Zoe Phipps
29 Patricia Whalen
30 Lauren Stoll

