
 Mount Cross Lutheran Church 
 102 Camino Esplendido, Camarillo, CA 93010 

 805.482.3847  www.mountcross.com 

 For those of you worshiping with us in person, 
 thank you for wearing your mask (indoors required; outdoors optional) 

 and social distancing outdoors when singing. 

 Let us know you’re watching us online - fill out our connection card: 
 https://bit.ly/MCLCConnect  . 

 To the Parents of Our Young Children – 
 We are so glad you are here. We know how challenging it can be to get a family out 
 the door to come to church.  We hope you can relax and receive the gifts of God that 

 are here for you today.  Please don’t worry about squirming children or crying babies. 
 All are welcome here.  If you feel you must leave the service with your child, please 

 come back. As Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” 
 We want them to know they are at home in this house of worship. 

 To All Worshippers – 
 The presence of those with special needs is a gift to us and the Church.  Please 

 welcome all children and give their parents a smile of encouragement. Please greet 
 those with special needs and their families, helping them to know they are valued and 

 accepted in our community. 
 Thank you for being the welcoming Body of Christ! 

 2nd Sunday after Christmas 
 January 2, 2022, 9�30 a.m. 

http://www.mountcross.com/
https://bit.ly/MCLCConnect?fbclid=IwAR3YjH6lag76siRUFJrJPwLR5Cl-0K-1-rk_VeN2MF1cFPp99r38KdFZJw0


 PRELUDE -  “Good King Wenceslas” (arr. Kinyon) 
 Mount Cross Handbell Choir 

 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS - Pastor Julie Morris 

 GATHERING SONG - “  Holy Child Within the Manger” -  WOV 638 
 As able, the assembly stands. 



 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
 begins. 

 P  Blessed be the holy and undivided Trinity, ☩ one God. 
 C  Amen. 

 P  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
 (  Silence for reflection) 

 Most merciful God, 
 C  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

 sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
 by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
 Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
 we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
 name. 
 Amen. 

 P  Almighty God have mercy on you, 
 forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 strengthen you in all goodness, 
 and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

 C  Amen. 

 P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C  And also with you. 



 CANTICLE OF PRAISE -  “This Is the Feast” - ELW Setting 2 



 PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 P  Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate 
 Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
 the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C  Amen. 
 The assembly is seated. 

 FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 31�7-14 
 God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion Israel will 
 rejoice over God’s gift of food and livestock. Young women will express their joy in dancing; God 
 will give gladness instead of sorrow. 

 7  Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for  Jacob, and raise shouts for the 
 chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people, the 
 remnant of Israel.”  8  See, I am going to bring them  from the land of the north, and 
 gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the 
 lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall 
 return here.  9  With weeping they shall come, and with  consolations I will lead them 
 back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall 
 not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 10  Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare  it in the coastlands far away; 
 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a 
 flock.”  11  For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has  redeemed him from hands too 
 strong for him.  12  They shall come and sing aloud on  the height of Zion, and they 
 shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
 and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered 
 garden, and they shall never languish again. 



 13  Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the 
 old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give 
 them gladness for sorrow.  14  I will give the priests  their fill of fatness, and my people 
 shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the Lord. 

 L  Word of God, word of life. 
 C  Thanks be to God. 

 PSALM 147 - “Fill Your Hearts with Joy and Gladness” (Dudley-Smith/  R  EGENT 
 S  QUARE  ) 



 SECOND READING:  Ephesians 1�3-14 
 In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are united in 
 Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal 
 salvation. 

 3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  who has blessed us in 
 Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,  4  just as he chose us in 
 Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 
 love.  5  He destined us for adoption as his children  through Jesus Christ, according 
 to the good pleasure of his will,  6  to the praise of  his glorious grace that he freely 
 bestowed on us in the Beloved.  7  In him we have redemption  through his blood, the 
 forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace  8  that he lavished 
 on us. With all wisdom and insight  9  he has made known  to us the mystery of his 
 will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ,  10  as a plan for the 
 fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on 
 earth.  11  In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance,  having been destined 
 according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his 
 counsel and will,  12  so that we, who were the first  to set our hope on Christ, might 
 live for the praise of his glory.  13  In him you also,  when you had heard the word of 
 truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the 
 seal of the promised Holy Spirit;  14  this is the pledge  of our inheritance toward 
 redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 

 L  Word of God, word of life. 
 C  Thanks be to God. 

 As able, the assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION –  “Christmastime Gospel Acclamation” 

 (Chepponis/  A  DESTE  F  IDELES  ) 



 GOSPEL:  John 1�1-18 
 John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were 
 created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world. 

 P  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ, according to John. 
 C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with  God, and the Word was 
 God.  2  He was in the beginning with God.  3  All things  came into being through him, 
 and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being  4  in him 
 was life, and the life was the light of all people.  5  The light shines in the darkness, 
 and the darkness did not overcome it. 

 6  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7  He came as a witness 
 to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  8  He himself was not 
 the light, but he came to testify to the light.  9  The  true light, which enlightens 
 everyone, was coming into the world. 

 10  He was in the world, and the world came into being  through him; yet the world 
 did not know him.  11  He came to what was his own, and  his own people did not 
 accept him.  12  But to all who received him, who believed  in his name, he gave power 
 to become children of God,  13  who were born, not of  blood or of the will of the flesh 
 or of the will of man, but of God. 

 14  And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and  we have seen his glory, 
 the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  15  (John testified to him 
 and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of 
 me because he was before me.’ ”)  16  From his fullness  we have all received, grace 
 upon grace.  17  The law indeed was given through Moses;  grace and truth came 
 through Jesus Christ.  18  No one has ever seen God.  It is God the only Son, who is 
 close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

 P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 The assembly is seated. 

 SERMON -  Pastor Julie Morris 



 As able, the assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
 SONG OF THE DAY   -  “Goodness Is Stronger than Evil”  - ELW 721 - sing 3x’s 



 NICENE CREED 

 We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
 and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



 The assembly may be seated. 
 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 A  Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time 

 and space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 You make yourself known in the gift of language in diverse forms. Draw our 
 attention to those who communicate through sign, braille, and technology. 
 Make your church a place where all methods of communication are 
 celebrated and where we seek to understand one another.  Lord, in your 
 mercy,  hear our prayer  . 

 Creating God, the sun greets us anew each morning. Thank you for waking us 
 today to witness and share your abundance. Awaken us always to your 
 wisdom and deepen our care for your natural world.  Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 

 Emmanuel, in your name we are assured that you are with us. Guide nations 
 and peoples to honor and respect one another, especially those whose names 
 and identities have been mistreated, neglected, or oppressed.  Lord, in your 
 mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 Unchanging God,  you journey with us through change.  Guide those assuming 
 new roles in this congregation or making transitions in their families, 
 workplaces, or communities. As the seasons and the calendar change, equip 
 us for unexpected challenges.  Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 You adopt us as your beloved ones. Accompany parents and children 
 navigating the adoption process, especially those in the foster system. 
 Sustain those struggling with infertility or pregnancy loss. Tenderly embrace 
 all in need in body, mind, or spirit, especially those on our prayer list  … 

 PRAYER CONCERNS from MOUNT CROSS 
 We pray  for  Bob Anderson, Tom Andino  (friend of Carol  Browning),  Alice 

 (friend of Barbara Burke),  Jenny  (daughter of friend  of Barbara Burke),  Linda 
 (friend of Barbara Burke),  Mike Caceres  (nephew of  Becky Gilbertson), 

 Lorraine & Mike Carpenter, Steve Doshier  (brother-in-law  of Paul 
 Crockett),  Paul Edwards and Nancy Edwards  (friends  of Denise Sobolik), 

 Natalie Faltin, Bill Greason  ,  Charlene  (sister of  Glenda Greason),  the family 
 of Betty Hahn  (aunt of Joan Brundage)  ,  Charles Hilley  ,  Jo Holler,  Paul 

 Marigonda  (friend of Becky Riley),  Rick Mahlke  (son  of friend of Barbara 
 Burke),  Lucille Miley, David Nadon  (friend of Miriam  Hoffmann),  Karen 

 Nelson, Lynn Nelson  (mother of Julie Fernandez),  Michael  and Mercedes 
 Olivera  (brother of Courtney Burke),  Gloria Saldano  (mother of Lisa Saner) 
 and the Saner family  ,  the family of Bonnie Smith  (sister  of Karen Cherry), 
 Donald Stevenson  (father of Luanne Crockett, Louise  Stevenson, and Bruce 

 Stevenson),  Chris, Wayne & Maria Truchan  (friends  of the Burke family), 
 the family of Lois Watts, Howard Wullschleger. 

 Unless otherwise specified, prayer requests remain in the bulletin for four weeks. 
 If you would like to add or remove someone to or from the prayer list, please 

 e-mail the church office at office@mountcross.com or call 805.482.3847. 



 A  Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer  . 

 God who listens, we now offer you our own prayers,  either silently or aloud 
 (pause)  … Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 

 Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend  these prayers to 
 you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior. 

 C  Amen. 

 PEACE 

 P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 C  And also with you. 

 OFFERING SONG -  “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” (arr.  Larson) 
 Mount Cross Handbell Choir 

 OFFERING PRAYER 

 A  Gracious God, 
 your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
 As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 
 prepare us to receive the grace and truth 
 you offer at this table 
 and renew in us the song of your salvation, 
 in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

 C  Amen. 



 As able, the assembly stands for the Great Thanksgiving. 
 GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 P  The Lord be with you. 
 C  And also with you. 
 P  Lift up your hearts. 
 C  We lift them to the Lord. 
 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 C  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
 you have opened the eyes of faith 
 to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
 that, beholding the God made visible, 
 we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 P  In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 C  Christ has died. 

 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 

 P  We pray that in your goodness and mercy 
 your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, 
 sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, 
 the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 
 the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

 With your holy ones of all times and places, 
 with the earth and all its creatures, 
 with sun and moon and stars, 
 we praise you, O God, 
 blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

 C  Amen! 

 P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 BREAKING OF THE BREAD/INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 P  In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 
 come, see what God makes known for you. 

 The assembly may be seated. 



 LAMB OF GOD - “Lamb of God” (Kraft/  I  RBY  ) 

 All are welcome at the Lord’s Table.  Holy Communion  will be distributed in the center 
 aisle.  Ushers will dismiss people by rows, beginning from the back of the church. Please 
 come forward to receive the bread, and then walk to the side to receive wine or grape 
 juice. Place your empty cup in the trays provided. Communion ministers will bring Holy 
 Communion to those with mobility challenges (or those worshiping outside who don’t 
 wish to come inside). 

 PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION (for our Livestream viewers) 

 A spiritual communion is a personal devotion that anyone can pray at any time to express their 
 desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from 
 actually receiving Holy Communion.  As Martin Luther once wrote: “I can enjoy the sacrament … 
 every day if only I keep my eyes on the promise, that is, on the words and promise of 
 Christ, which feeds and strengthens my faith.” 

 As we distribute Holy Communion to the congregation here, we invite 
 those on the livestream to offer the Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 displayed on your screen: 
 I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in the bread and wine, and 
 present in your people, who are gathered in spirit. In this moment I join with 
 them to receive you in my heart. 
 (We pause for silent prayer). 

 Fill us all with your love and grace, and strengthen us to serve the world in your 
 name. Amen. 1

 1  Adapted by Pastor Julie from a prayer written by the Anglican Diocese of Niagara. 



 COMMUNION SONGS - “Wood of the Cradle” (O’Brien) 



 “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage” - ELW 509 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 A  We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 
 God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 
 As we have shared this feast of love, 
 strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 
 In Jesus’ name we pray. 

 C  Amen. 
 As able, the assembly stands for the Blessing. 



 BLESSING 
 P  May Christ, who, by his Incarnation gathered into one 

 things earthly and heavenly, 
 fill you with his joy and peace; 
 and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, 
 +  the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
 be among you, and remain with you always. 

 C  Amen. 

 SENDING SONG - “  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” -  ELW 288 



 DISMISSAL 
 A  Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 
 C  Thanks be to God. 

 POSTLUDE - Guy Ervin III 

 Thank you to our Mount Cross Handbell Choir for their wonderful music today - 
 Guy Ervin III, Melissa Henry, Jerry Kienitz, Barbara Recker, Jean Scott, 

 Melissa Sobolik, Aimee Stoll, and Linda Young. 

 Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God 
 by Vicky Edell for God’s blessings for the New Year. 

 Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 
 License #A-722573 and CCLI License #2022482. Images from sundaysandseasons.com 

 used with permission from Augsburg Fortress. 

 If you haven’t already done so today, let us know you’re watching us online - 
 fill out our connection card:  https://bit.ly/MCLCConnect  . 

 Join us for  Fellowship in the Pavilion  after worship  each Sunday! 

 Come to the Table: Mount Cross is offering  Communion reception in the sanctuary 
 or in your car  from  11�00-11�30 a.m. 

 If you are unable to come inside, we will serve Communion to those 
 who prefer to remain in their cars. 

 Please consider your vulnerabilities and risk factors before choosing to participate. 

 The Week at a Glance 
 Monday, January 3, 2022 

 The office will be closed tomorrow, 
 January 3, for the New Year’s holiday. 

 Happy New Year! 
 Monday Meditation, 3�00 p.m. 

 The Meditation group meets on Zoom at 3�00 p.m. 
 Questions, contact LaJean Wenzel. 

 Service & Missions Committee, 6�00 p.m. 
 The Service & Missions Committee meets on Zoom at 

 6�00 p.m. Questions, contact Gordon Henry. 

 Tuesday, January 4 
 Peace & Justice Team, 

 7�00 p.m. 
 The Peace & Justice Team meets at 7�00 p.m. on Zoom, 

 http://bit.ly/MCPeaceandJustice 

 Justice in Action/Anti-Racism Check-in, 
 7�00 p.m. 

 The Justice in Action/Anti-Racism Check-in is at 7�00 
 p.m. on Zoom,  http://bit.ly/MCPeaceandJustice 

 Wednesday, January 5 
 Bell Choir, 6�15 p.m. 

 The Bell Choir rehearses in the sanctuary loft, 
 masked and with the doors open. 

 Choir, 7�30 p.m 
 The Bell Choir rehearses in the sanctuary loft, 

 masked and with the doors open. 

 Thursday, January 6 
 Men’s Bible Study, 7�30 a.m. 

 Men’s Bible Study meets for breakfast at 
 Marie Callender’s (185 E. Daily Drive). A $15 

 donation covers breakfast and a tip, but don’t 
 let cost prevent you from attending. No RSVP 

 necessary; questions, contact Randy 
 Churchill (  hrchurchill@verizon.net  ) 

 Re-Opening Committee, 7�00 p.m. 
 The Re-Opening Committee meets at 7�00 p.m. 

 on Zoom. 

https://bit.ly/MCLCConnect?fbclid=IwAR3YjH6lag76siRUFJrJPwLR5Cl-0K-1-rk_VeN2MF1cFPp99r38KdFZJw0
http://bit.ly/MCPeaceandJustice
http://bit.ly/MCPeaceandJustice
mailto:hrchurchill@verizon.net


 Executive Committee, 7�30 p.m. 
 The Executive Committee meets at 7�00 p.m. 

 on Zoom. 

 Friday, January 7 
 Afternoon Chapel Committee, 

 2�00 p.m. 
 The Afternoon Chapel Committee meets at 2�00 p.m. in 

 the Parish Life Center. 

 Next Sunday, January 9 
 Exploring Membership at Mount 

 Cross, 11�00 a.m  . 
 If you’re interested in joining Mount Cross, 
 come and explore membership on Sunday, 
 January 9, at 11�00 a.m.  RSVP by calling or 

 emailing the church office at 805-482-3847 or 
 office@mountcross.com, and let us know if you 

 need childcare. 

 (Our regular Bible studies and CYFM programs 
 are on break until next week.) 

 Announcements 
 Sunday Worship 

 The Re-Opening Committee meets monthly to review 
 our COVID precautions. We continue to require masks 

 for indoor worship. Masks are optional for outdoor 
 worship in the pavilion, but please maintain social 

 distancing.  We also need worship assistants: 
 https://signup.com/Group/7769976983269200115/  . 

 Thank you in advance for helping to 
 keep Mount Cross safe! 

 Help with Drive-through and 
 Sanctuary Communion Reception 

 We are looking for help to make Sunday Sanctuary and 
 Drive-through Communion possible. If you would like to 

 help set up or as a parking lot usher, greeter, or 
 communion assistant, please sign up at 

 http://bit.ly/WorshipandCommunionAssistants 
 or call the office at (805) 482-3847. 

 Children, Youth, and Family Ministry 
 Our programs are on a break for Christmas for the next 

 two weeks. Check the newsletter or email Joe 
 (  joe@mountcross.com  ) for any questions. 

 Anti-Racism Work of the Week: 
 These links are offered by the Peace & Justice Team in a 
 spirit of goodwill to those who are seeking to learn from 

 diverse voices and take action towards reconciliation and 
 healing. We invite everyone to be a part of these ongoing 

 conversations as we learn together. 
 As the one-year anniversary of the Capitol Riot 

 approaches, we pray for understanding and compassion, 
 to move us forward. PBS is airing a special that might 

 help make sense out of the death and destruction. Follow 
 the pursuit of democracy, from the Revolutionary War to 

 the 2021 Capitol riot and beyond, in “Preserving 
 Democracy: Pursuing a More Perfect Union.” 

 Hosted and produced by PBS, showing on 
 January 6. Check your local PBS station for times and 

 dates.  #PreservingDemocracyPBS 

 Vaccine Sign-up Site 
 COVID-19 vaccines are available by appointment at 

 MyTurn.CA.gov  or for walk-ins. 

 Altar Flowers 
 To request flowers for our worship: 

 http://bit.ly/AltarFlowers2021  . The cost is 
 $35.00; you can take the arrangement home with 

 you after worship, or pick it up at Communion 
 following worship. If you aren’t here but would 

 still like flowers, please let us know; we’ll deliver 
 the arrangement to another member 

 to enjoy. 

 Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 Our Prayer Shawl ministry could use additional 
 helpers to knit or crochet prayer shawls to be 

 given to those in need of comfort. To give a shawl 
 or for instructions to knit or crochet one, contact 

 Diana Hagen (805-482-6411). 

 More Ways to Give 
 Thank you, Mount Cross congregation, for all the 
 generosity you have shown in these times of trial! 

 To give to Mount Cross on your cell phone or 
 tablet, download Vanco's free GivePlus app from 

 the App Store or Google Play, enter zip code 
 93010, and choose Mount Cross. 

 Please email any questions about giving and/or 
 statements to Financial Secretary Joan Brundage 

 at  jbrundage@mountcross.com  . 

 Amazon Smile 
 If you haven’t already done so, choose Mount 
 Cross Lutheran Church as your non-profit to 

 support on smile.amazon.com so 0.5% of 
 purchases will go to Mount Cross. Thank you! 

 St. Columba’s Food Pantry 
 Each Sunday, we have a bin where you can bring 

 non-perishable food for St. Columba’s Project 
 Hope food pantry. Canned vegetables or 

 proteins are always a good choice. They could 
 also use boxes of breakfast cereal.  Please do not 

 donate food that is expired. 
 Thanks for your support. 

https://signup.com/Group/7769976983269200115/
http://bit.ly/WorshipandCommunionAssistants
mailto:joe@mountcross.com
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/preservingdemocracypbs?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZWaT87r4mdzG7qMbdLU5dLu-vIg9NpgwurOSeK2KABbjR8gTfHE6m-8cuQH26p8I9GRtLgXbXuluEzuMsKnkvf6YMMYsX_tiselQ5wWTFKBxe0Yi0Sur9qf1zyyio-5fTMRH8e_qgaSYO8wCwSrMxi7&__tn__=*NK-R
https://myturn.ca.gov/
http://bit.ly/AltarFlowers2021
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 Worship Guidelines 
 The Re-opening Committee met and has decided to stay the course for our worship. 

 Masks are still required for indoor worship  . Although  some places have chosen to make masks 
 optional for those who are vaccinated, we, as Lutherans, love to sing and there are concerns about 
 singing indoors and keeping people safe, which is our first priority. Because we love to sing and out 
 of respect to those in our congregation who cannot yet be vaccinated (including children under 12), 

 masks are required indoors for worship.  Masks are optional  outside  and we offer seating in the 
 pavilion outdoors, but we ask you to keep socially distanced from those not in your household. 

 Thanks for your continued cooperation in following these guidelines to help keep Mount Cross safe. 

 Lutheran Disaster Response - U.S. Tornadoes 
 On the night of Dec. 10 and early morning of Dec. 11, an outbreak of at least 30 tornadoes swept 

 through six states. So far, 94 people are reported dead across five states, more than 80 of those in 
 Kentucky. For those unaccounted for, search-and-rescue operations are underway. Homes and 

 businesses were destroyed, and over 300,000 people were without electricity. 

 Lutheran Disaster Response is collaborating with the Indiana-Kentucky Synod and other partners in 
 the area to assess the damage and develop an immediate and a long-term response plan. Your gifts 

 to support these response efforts will empower our partners to meet survivors’ immediate and 
 long-term needs. Given the extent of the damage, recovery will take years as thousands of homes 

 will need to be rebuilt or repaired. With your support, Lutheran Disaster Response can accompany 
 survivors on the long road to recovery. 

 Your gifts to “U.S. Tornadoes” will be used in full (100%) to help people impacted by the tornadoes 
 until the response is complete.  Please give to Lutheran  Disaster Response. 

 Gifts of Hope 
 Christmas lasts 12 days - The  Mount Cross Alternative  Christmas Program  is still here until 
 January 6. This is a way to give a gift to someone this holiday season while supporting a good 

 organization and their work. You get a lovely card and explanation of the donation to give your 
 friend. This year, our focus is on Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services and their work with 

 Afghan allies. 

 Afghan refugees and allies need our help. For two decades, the U.S. Government worked with 
 hundreds of thousands of Afghan allies to serve the U.S. mission as interpreters, translators, 

 cultural advisors, drivers, NGO employees, human rights activists, and more. Because of their 
 service to the U.S. mission, our allies and their families soon became the targets 

 of anti-American violence. 
 There are four options for giving. Match them to the people you usually shop for - and be 

 creative!  Look for the table on the patio on Sundays  or stop by the office on weekday 
 afternoons.  Thanks for spreading love and HOPE to  Afghan Allies and Refugees across the US. 

 Winter Camps 
 Are you interested in attending Winter Camp at El Camino Pines this year? 

 Here are the dates you can join us for some fun in the mountains: 
 Family Winterfest / January 15-17 

 High School Winter Camp / January 28-30 
 Middle School Winter Camp / February 25-27 

 *Elementary School Camp / March 11-13 @ Luther Glen Farm 

 If you are interested in attending, please contact Joe in order to get registered. 
 We can't wait for you to join us and hopefully there will be some snow this year! 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fUSTornadoRelief&srcid=275713&srctid=1&erid=5fd9e471-33e7-4199-b108-041dfbbc2138&trid=5fd9e471-33e7-4199-b108-041dfbbc2138
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fUSTornadoRelief&srcid=275713&srctid=1&erid=5fd9e471-33e7-4199-b108-041dfbbc2138&trid=5fd9e471-33e7-4199-b108-041dfbbc2138
https://community.elca.org/USTornadoRelief?erid=5fd9e471-33e7-4199-b108-041dfbbc2138&trid=5fd9e471-33e7-4199-b108-041dfbbc2138


 No Pressure: Exploring Membership at Mount Cross 
 Do you wonder what it means to be an official member of Mount Cross Lutheran 
 Church? Do you sense the Holy Spirit leading you to join Mount Cross? Are you 

 energized by the worship, people, programs, and outreach at Mount Cross and want to 
 be part of our Christian community? Do you feel welcome at Mount Cross and want to 

 claim us as your church home?  Are you ready to go deeper in your spiritual journey 
 and walk with others along the way? Have you moved here from another ELCA 

 congregation and want to transfer your membership to Mount Cross? 

 If you answered “Yes” to any of these questions or are simply curious, come  explore 
 membership at Mount Cross  on  Sunday, January 9  , at  11�00 a.m.  RSVP by calling or 

 emailing the church office at 805-482-3847 or office@mountcross.com, 
 and let us know if you need childcare. 

 Intro. to Holy Communion 
 Join us January 12 and 19 for an Intro. to Holy Communion Class, led by Pastor Julie 
 from 5�00-6�00 p.m. Children ages 5 years and older are invited to join us with their 

 parents both weeks as they learn about Holy Communion. We will celebrate the 
 milestone of their First Communion at worship on January 23. 

 Please contact Joe (  joe@mountcross.com  ) if you would  like to attend. 

 Invitation to St Columba's Book Group for Epiphany 
 At the time of her death at 37, author  Rachel Held  Evans  was working on her next 

 book.  Wholehearted Faith  is a compilation of the beginnings  of that work, along with 
 other essays and thought pieces, loving compiled by her friend Jeff Chu into a rich 

 collection of essays that ask candid questions about the stories we’ve been told—and 
 the stories we tell—about our faith, ourselves, and our world, all with her 

 down-to-earth style stretching the reader with her questions. 

 Join St. Columba's Episcopal Church to explore  Wholehearted  Faith  and the stories we 
 tell, for a  six-week study  —Tuesdays on Zoom or Thursdays  in person,  beginning 

 Tuesday, January 18  ,  7�00 p.m. on Zoom  https://bit.ly/WholeheartedBookZoom  ,  or  in 
 person in St. Columba's parish hall starting January 20 at 10�45 a.m.  (after St. 

 Columba's Thursday Eucharists). Get your copy of the book and let the office know 
 (805-482-3847,  office@mountcross.com  ) which session  you'd like to attend. (If you have 

 a conflict for one week, you can switch between Zoom and in-person sessions.) 

 Hospitality Sign-ups Now Online! 
 Who doesn’t enjoy a hot cup of coffee and a light snack after church on Sunday 

 mornings? Sign-ups for hosting a Sunday morning Hospitality on the patio has gone 
 online. The new link is:  https://bit.ly/MtCross_Hospitality  .  Thank you for your 

 service to the Mount Cross community! 
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