Mount Cross Lutheran Church
102 Camino Esplendido, Camarillo, CA 93010
805.482.3847 www.mountcross.com

Mount Cross Lutheran Church Welcome Statement
To All Worshippers -

The presence of those with special needs is a gift to us and the Church. Please welcome all children and give
their parents a smile of encouragement. Please greet those with special needs and their families, helping
them to know they are valued and accepted in our community.

Please introduce yourself to someone you do not know.

(See page 25 for our full Welcome Statement)

Reconciling in Christ:
Intentionally welcoming and affirming
LGBTQIA+ people and families.

2nd Sunday after Epiphany
January 18, 2026, 9:30 a.m.


http://www.mountcross.com/

CHORAL PRELUDE - “Christ Comes to Us” (Frombach /Pethel)
Mount Cross Choir; Jessica Helms, piano

In the bread in the wine
Christ gives Himself to us
Given now for all time
Salvation comes to us
As He serves at His table
We each become a servant too

In the bread in the wine
Christ comes to us
Nourish and sustain us Lord
Feed us with Your grace
Fill us with Your righteousness
As we gather in this place

In the bread in the wine
Christ gives Himself to us
Given now for all time
Salvation comes to us
As He serves at His table
We each become a servant too

In the bread in the wine
Christ comes to us

WELCOME AND INVITATIONS - Pastor Julie Morris
GATHERING SONG - “We Are Marching in the Light of God” - ELW 866

As able, the assembly rises in body or spirit.
(We are marching, dancing, praying, singing)
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Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing ...
We are praying ...
We are singing ...

Text: South African tradiuonal; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
Music: SivaHAMBA, South African traditional
Tr. @ 1984 Utryek, admin, Walton Music Corp.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE - Pastor Marc Mohr

Children through 5th Grade are welcome (but not required) to come up for the Children’s Message
and then follow the teachers to the Parish Life Center for an age-appropriate Bible lesson and
activity. They will return to the sanctuary before Holy Communion. There are faith activity bags
available near the front door for children who would rather stay in church.
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

As able, the congregation rises in body or spirit. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God,
the Creator of heaven and earth,
the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters.

C Amen

P Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Mighty God, lover of justice,
C  you call us to life in community,
but we have served our own interests
at the expense of our neighbors.
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,
but our hearts are far from you.
Turn us to seek your face.
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.

P The former things have passed away,
and new things God now declares:
Like a spring of water that never fails,
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in *+ Jesus’ name.
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.

C Amen.

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C  And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE - “Glory to God” - ELW Setting 4

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -1y One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
p Let us pray.

Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that
through your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you
and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen

The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 48:1-7

Here the servant, identified as Israel, speaks for herself and describes her honored mission. Called
before her birth like Jeremiah and John the Baptist, the servant is not only to restore Israel. The
servant’s ultimate assignment is to bring news of God’s victory to the ends of the earth. God in
faithfulness has chosen Israel for this task.

'Listen to me, O coastlands; pay attention, you peoples from far away! The Lord
called me before I was born; while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. *He
made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made
me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away. * And he said to me, “You are my
servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” * But I said, “I have labored in vain; I
have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the
Lord and my reward with my God.”

> And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring
Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in
the sight of the Lord, and my God has become my strength—° he says, “It is too
light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to
restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my
salvation may reach to the end of the earth”

"Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply
despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand
up; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of the Lord, who is
faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you”

L Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM 40 - “Here I Am” (Cooney)

Please join the choir in singing today’s psalm. Refrain: All. Verses: 1, Men; 2, Women; 3 & 4: All.

Refrain
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Here 1 am, Lord, here 1 am.
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2.You asked me not for sac - ri - fice,
3. You wrote it in  the scrolls of law
4.1 spoke be - fore your ho - ly peo - ple,
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l.and then he heard my cry.
2. for slaugh - tered goats  or lambs.
3.what you would have me do.
4.the good news that you save.
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1.1t was  he who taught this song to me,
2.No, my heart, you gave me ears to hear
3.Do - ing that is  what has made me hap— py.
4. Now you know that I will not be si— lent,
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l.a  song of praise  to God.
2.then 1 said, "Here [ am."
3. your law is in my heart.
4. 11 al - ways  sing your praise.

Text: Based on Psalm 40:8, 14, 2, 4, 7-10. Refrains © 1969, 1981, ICEL. Used with permission.

Verses: Rory Cooney © 1971, 1991, OCP.

Music: Rory Cooney © 1971, 1991, OCP. All rights reserved.



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Though God’s church in Corinth is a fractious congregation beset with many conflicts, Paul opens
this letter by spotlighting the multiple ways God has enriched and sustained its life as part of the
divine call into the fellowship of our Lord Jesus Christ.

'Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother
Sosthenes, 2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: ® Grace to you and
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

*1 give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has
been given you in Christ Jesus, *for in every way you have been enriched in him, in
speech and knowledge of every kind °just as the testimony of Christ has been
strengthened among you ’so that you are not lacking in any gift as you wait for the
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. ® He will also strengthen you to the end, so that
you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. ® God is faithful, by
whom you were called into the partnership of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

L Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

As able, the assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - “Alleluia” - ELW Setting 4
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GOSPEL: John 1:29-42
John the Baptist’s witness to Jesus initiates a chain of testimony as his disciples begin to share with
others what they have found.

P The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ, according to John.
C  Glory to you, O Lord.



*[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! ** This is he of whom I said,
‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me. *'1
myself did not know him, but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he
might be revealed to Israel” ** And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from
heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. **I myself did not know him, but the
one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit
descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit. ** And I myself

have seen and have testified that this is the Chosen One’”

% The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, * and as he
watched Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” ¥ The two
disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. ** When Jesus turned and saw
them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him,
“Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” ** He said to
them, “Come and see” They came and saw where he was staying, and they
remained with him that day. It was about four o'clock in the afternoon. *° One of
the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother. * He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the
Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). ** He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked
at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is
translated Peter).

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON - Pastor Julie Morris




SONG OF THE DAY - “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” - ELW 843
As able, the assembly rises to proclaim the word of God in song.
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark-ness with a  lib - er - at-ing light;
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil-dren with a strong yet gen-tle word;
3 Praise the one true love 1n - car-nate: Christ,who suf-fered in our place;
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praise the One who frees the pris-'ners, turn-ing blind-ness i - to  sight.
praise the One who drove out de-mons with a pierc-ing, two-edged sword.
Je - sus died and rose for man -y that we may know God by  grace.
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Praise the One who preached the gos - pel, heal-ing ev - ‘ry dread dis - ease,
Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;

Let us sing for joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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calm-ing storms and feed - ing thou-sands with the wver - y bread of peace.
from this well comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in  ev - 'ty land.
Praisethe one re - deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wycth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
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On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Note: The term "catholic" (lower case "c") does not refer to any specific denomination or group of Christians. The term
comes from two Greek words that together mean "throughout the whole." So when the creed states, "We believe in one
holy catholic and apostolic church," it refers to the whole or universal Christian church in all times and places.

The assembly may be seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

$s God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the
whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

Gracious God, gather the church into one great fellowship. Equip your people
to work together for justice and peace, following the example of Martin
Luther King Jr., renewer of society, whose birth we remember this week.
Gracious God, receive our prayer.

Creating God, sustain the web of life on this planet. Protect wild places,
endangered species, and vulnerable habitats. Come to the aid of those
affected by natural disasters. Gracious God, receive our prayer.

Just God, you desire respect and equality for everyone. Raise up prophets who
speak truth to the nations. Embolden leaders and those in authority to advocate
for people in need and to work for peace, especially in our own country,
Venezuela, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Afghanistan, Israel, Gaza, Iran,
the Middle East, India, Pakistan, Ukraine, Russia, and Sudan. Gracious God,
receive our prayer.
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A Abiding God, you are present with this congregation. Keep us mindful of our
mission and guide our ministries in this community. Healing God, lift up
those who are bowed down by trouble, oppression, or illness, especially
those on our prayer list...

PRAYER CONCERNS from MOUNT CROSS

We pray B 98lexea (stepmother of Tracy Blois), Emma (friend of Tracy Blois), Lori
and Ken (friends of Pastor Julie), the family of Vince Caceres (brother of Becky
Gilbertson), the family of Ashley Cargnino © J=(1§i§ - O 8 O E€hris
Crenshaw (son of Vicky Edell), Vicky Edell, the family of Jerry Eyler 8 DU§ 1§ - E
SE JD-E¥om and Maria Eyler (parents of Patti Stouch), Bob Hawkins (friend of Ric
& Mary Kienitz), Allison Johnson, Bonnie K. (grandmother of Chrissy O’Farrell),
Karyn Laws (friend of Becky Gilbertson), Emma Mayer (friend of Joan Brundage)
Mark McClure (relative of Meredith Smith), June Nelson E EWSis - &U=
Kathleen Palmero E9U (57§ -9%§ OU Jo+FDerek Pedersen E 9 E- 08 |§
§U"- RD = Eudy Phelps (friend of Kris Dawson), Julia Rowley (granddaughter
of Bill & Nancy Rowley), Kelly Sawyer-Hough, the family of Alan Scott @ianne
Selbrede, Corrine Stevenson, Gary Stevenson, Bill Stoll, the family of Sharon
Thompson U 8 %"  USJID:D E&im Wells @astor Tracy Williams Ee (8
8E i Elegan Wylie (granddaughter of Barbara Recker).

Unless otherwise specified, prayer requests
remain in the bulletin for four weeks.
If you would like to add or remove someone to or from the prayer list, please
e-mail the church office at office@mountcross.com or call 805.482.3847.

Gracious God, receive our prayer.

God who listens, we now offer you our own prayers, either silently or aloud
(pause) ... Gracious God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we

commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us
in Christ Jesus our Savior.

C Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C  And also with you.
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OFFERTORY - “Here I Am, Lord” - ELW 574
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I “I, the Lord of sea and sky, have heard my peo - ple cry.
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2 “l, the Lord of snow and rain, [ have borne my peo - ple’s pain.
3 “I, the Lord of wind and flame, [ will tend the poor and lame.
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All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I have wept for love of them. They turn a - way.
I will  set a feast for them. My hand will save.
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Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall 1 send?”
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall 1 send?”
I will give my life to them. Whom shall [ send?”
Refrain
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Here I am, Lord. Is 11 1, Lord? I have heard you
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will  go, Lord, if you
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lead me. I will hold your peo-ple in my heart.

Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946

Music: HERE 1 AM, LORD, Daniel L. Schutte
Text and music © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

13



OFFERING PRAYER

A God of majesty,
no eye has seen, no ear has heard
what you have prepared for those who love you,
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered
to feed us with the reign of God come near,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen

As able, the assembly rises in body or spirit for the Great Thanksgiving.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C  Welift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itisright to give our thanks and praise.
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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p Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
C Amen

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD/INVITATION TO COMMUNION
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The assembly may be seated.
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LAMB OF GOD - “Lamb of God” - ELW Setting 4

n “ | ] |
A . I I I I [ | I I I [ I I
g g
O o L R 7 7

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Holy Communion will be distributed in the center aisle.
Ushers will dismiss people by rows, beginning from the back of the church.

Please come forward to receive the bread (gluten-free hosts available), and then walk to the side to
dip the bread in the chalice of wine or to receive a small cup of grape juice. Place your empty cup
in the trays provided.

Communion ministers will bring Holy Communion to those with mobility challenges.
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COMMUNION SONGS - “Behold the Lamb” (Getty/Townend) - CCLI Song #

Words and Music by Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townend.
© 2007 Thankyou Music. CCLI Song # 5003372. For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com.
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1.Be - hold the Lamb who bears our sins a - way, slain for us:
2. The bod -y of our Sav-ior, Je - sus Christ, torn for you:
3. The blood that cleans-es e - 'ry stain of sin, shed for you:
4. And so with thank - ful - ness and faith we rise to re-spond
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and we re-mem-ber the prom - ise nmade that all who come in faith
eat and re-mem-ber the wounds that heal, the death that brings us life,
drink and re-mem-ber He drained death's cup that all may en - ter in
and to re-mem-ber our call to fol -low 1in the steps of Christ
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find for - give - ness at the cross. So, we share in this
paid the price to make us  one. So, we share in this
to re - ceive the life of God. So, we share in this
as His bod - y here on earth. As we share in His
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Bread of Life, and we drink of His sac - ri - fice, as a sign
Bread of Life, and we drink of His sac - ri - fice, as a sign
Bread of Life, and we drink of His sac - ri - fice, as a sign
suf - fer - ing, we pro-claim: Christ will come a - gain! And we'll join
H 3
w: — — 3 ]| —
\Q\)u — ‘} & J i i R <*
of our bonds of peace a-round the ta-ble of the King.
of our bonds of love a-round the ta-ble of the King.
of our bonds of grace a-round the ta-ble of the King.
in the feast of heav'n a-round the ta-ble of the King.




“Just As I Am” - ELW 592
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I Just as I am, with - out one plea, but that thy blood was
2 Just as I  am, though tossed a-bout with man - ya con - flict,
3 Just as I am, thou  wilt re -ceive, wilt wel - come, par - don,
4 Just  as [ am; thy love un-known has bro - ken ev - 1y
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shed for me, and that thou bidd’st me come to  thee,
man - ya doubt, fight - ings and fears with - 1n, with - out,
cleanse, re - lieve;  be - cause thy prom - ise 1 be - lieve,
bar - ner down; now to be thine, yea, thine a - lone,
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Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871
Music: WOODWORTH, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A

Radiant God,

we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood
you have drawn us to your heart.
Send us from this table with delight,
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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As able, the assembly rises in body or spirit for the Final Blessing.

FINAL BLESSING

P May the triune God,

who has put a new song in your mouth
and tuned your heart for praise

§ Bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

SENDING SONG - “Lift Every Voice and Sing” - ELW 841
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I Lift ev-'ry voice and sing tll earth and heav - en ring,
2 Ston-y the road we trod, bit - ter the chas - t'ning rod,
3 God of our wea - 1y vears, God of our si - lent tears,
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ring with the har - mo - mnes of lib - er - Lty
felt . m the days when hope un - born had  died;
thou who hast brought us thus  far on the  way;
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Let our re - joic - ing rise high as the Lls t'ning skies,
vet with a  stead - y heat, have not our wea - ry feet
thou who hast by thy might led us in - to the light,
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let it re sound  loud as the roll - ing  seca.
come o the place for which our par - ents  sighed?
keep us for - ev - e in the path, we  pray.
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Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has  taught us;
We have come o - ver a way that with tears has been wa - tered;
Lest our feet stray from the plac-es, our God, where we  met thee;
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sing a song full of the hope that  the pres - ent has brought  us;
we have come, tread-ing our path through the blood of the slaugh - tered.
lest. our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we for- get thee;
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fac - ing the 1is - ing sun of our new day be - gun,
out from the gloom-y past, tll now we stand at last
shad-owed be - neath thy hand, may we for - ev - er stand,
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let us  march  on all  vic - to - 1y is won.
where the  white glecam  of our bright star 15 cast.
true o our God,  true o our na - tive  land.
Text: James W, Johnson, 187 1-1938

Music: LIFT EVERY VOICE ANI SING, I. Resamond JTohnson, 18731954

DISMISSAL

A Rooted in God’s grace,
C  we joyfully witness and serve.

POSTLUDE - “Just a Closer Walk With Thee” (arr. Brent Edstrom)
Jessica Helms, piano

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God
by Becky and Ken Riley in celebration of life and of God.

The Church Office and Child Development Center will be closed tomorrow, Monday,
January 19, in observance of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday.

Thank you to today’s Worship Assistants (current as of printing date)
Acolytes - Tracy and Rynn Blois
Altar Guild - Carol Broderick, Teri Crawford
Assisting Minister - Pastor Marc Mohr
Clergy - Pastor Julie Morris, Pastor Marc Mohr, Deacon Dr. Cecelia Travick-Jackson
Communion Assistants - Tracy and Rynn Blois, Gayle Johnson, Patricia Lewis,
Gerri Tomlinson, LaJean Wenzel
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Greeter - Lisa Saner
Music Ministers -

Choir - Fred Antrim, Carol Broderick, Kris Dawson, Soren Ficklin, Mary Goodenough,
Melissa Henry, Gayle Johnson, Darryl Johnson, Evonne Kuchera, Dan Nelson, Barbara Recker,
Becky Riley, Keith Selbrede
Songleaders - Dan Nelson, Becky Riley
Accompanist - Jessica Helms, Elliott Ripley
Percussion - Jeffrey Saner
Readers - John Lu, Marni Engh
Technical Crew - Bill Dawson, Bennett Anderson, Ty Luther
Ushers - Gordon Henry, Peter Johnson

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE License
A-706290 and CCLI License #2022482. Images from sundaysandseasons.com
used with permission from Augsburg Fortress.

Join us for Fellowship in the Pavilion after worship each Sunday!

Announcements

Sunday Worship
We always need worship assistants. We will train you.
Contact Vicky Edell at &® eUOU b8 _-0-D &
SEAZ’-A' '@ 9D AIGS 0 BE
§HB=°=® J6D ©°:9J6°"" """ """ 7' "ec < B°.§
Thank you for serving at Mount Cross!

Children, Youth, and Family Ministry
For information on our programs,
email §:=F9 -9 J HO =P .§

Altar Flowers
_To re%uest flowers for our worship:

SHB= ° [ (Ee°] E99 _ B=FThe cost is $45.00;
you can take the arrangement home with you after
worship, or pick it up at Communion following
worship. If you aren’t here but would still like flowers,
let us know; we'll deliver the arrangement to another
member to enjoy. If you ordered flowers, please
remember to pay for them - online or in the
offering, iarked for “Flowers”

If you are able to return the white flower holders

aftér use, our florist can reuse them. Bring them to

the office, if so.

Financial Statements
Thank you, Mount Cross congregation, for all
the generosity you show your church family!
Please email any questions about giving and /or
statements to Financial Secretary Joan
Brundage at jbrundage@mountcross.com.

St. Columba’s Food Pantry
Each Sunday, we have a bin where you can
bring non-perishable food for St. Columba’s
Project Hope food pantry. Canned vegetables
or proteins (tuna or chicken) are always a good
choice. They could also use cereal, oatmeal,
pasta sauce, (Fasta, canned soup, mac & cheese,
fresh bread, toilet paper, paper towels, and
Kleenex. Please do not donate food that is
expired. Thanks for your support. We could use
paper and plastic bag donations, please -
thank you.

The Week at a Glance

TODAY, January 18
Vitalant Blood Drive, 8:00 a.m.-Noon

Please donate blood, if you're able. Details below.

2026 Budget Review, 11:00 a.m.
Jim Prosser will lead an information session on the
2026 proposed budget from 11:00 a.m. to Noon in the
Parish Life Center.

CYFM Planning Meeting, 11:00 a.m.
CYFM will hold their annual planning meeting
at 11:00 a.m.

Monday, January 19
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Holiday/Church Office and
CDC Closed


mailto:vickyedell5@gmail.com
https://signup.com/Group/7769976983269200115/
mailto:pastormarc@mountcross.com
https://bit.ly/MCAltarFlowers
mailto:jbrundage@mountcross.com

Sweet Hour of Prayer, 4:00 p.m.

Our prayer group meets in the sanctuary at 4:00 p.m.

Men’s Al-Anon, 6:30 p.m.
A Men’s Al-Anon group meets in the Parish Life Center
at 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, January 20
Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.

Women’s Bible Study meets at 9:30 a.m. in Pastor Julie’s
office. Questions, ask Pastor Julie.

High School Zoom, 7:00 p.m.

The High School Youth Group meets on Zoom
at 7.00 p.m.

CDC Board Zoom, 7:30 p.m.
The CDC Board meets on Zoom at 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, January 21
Meditation Zoom, 10:00 a.m.
The Meditation group meets on Zoom at 10:00 a.m.
§HB=°1Ee ¥ UJ UDcee§

Fun with Faith, 5:00 p.m.
All children Preschool through 5th grade are invited for
“Fun with Faith” Questions, contact
§-=E9 -9 J HO =D .§

Rooted, 5:00 p.m.
This program for Faith Formation parents and others is
on Wednesdays, 5:00-5:45 p.m. Questions, please
contact Pastor Julie (6-=E9J 0 J HO =D )8

Community Dinner, 5:45 p.m.
All are invited to join us for dinner each
Wednesday in the pavilion and Parish Life
Center.

Confirmation, 6:00 p.m.
Confirmation meets from 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Questions, contact Pastor Julie
(6:=E9J0pP J BV =D )8

Bell Choir Rehearsal, 6:15 p.m.

The Bell Choir rehearses in the sanctuary loft
from 6:15-7:15 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 p.m.
The choir meets in the sanctuary at 7:30 p.m. to
rehearse music for Sundays and learn anthems
and special music.

Thursday, January 22

Quilters, 2:00 p.m.
The Quilters meet at 2:00 p.m.

Saturday, January 24

Al-Anon, 10:00 a.m.
Al-Anon meets at 10:00 a.m. in the Parish
Life Center.

Wednesday Programs

Rooted (Adults and children too young for Fun with Faith) / 5:00-5:45 p.m.
Fun With Faith (Preschool - 5th Grade) / 5:00-5:45 p.m.
Community Dinner / 5:45-6:15 p.m.

Confirmation / 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Questions, see Pastor Julie (§-=F 9J (b

J BEOY =P )®r Pastor Marc

(§:=E£9 -9Pb

J B0 =D )8

Vitalant Blood Drive

Our Blood Drive is today, Sunday, January 18, from 8:00 a.m. to Noon. Sign up for a slot:

§HB=° | (E€°

O 9UR < +‘.Lee the flyers in the narthex for a QR code

and information about a possible thank-you gift.

RIC Sunda

- January 25

We'll celebrate Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Sunday on January 25, and you are invited to wear
colorful clothing and join us in fellowship after the service. This year’s ReconcilingWorks theme
is: “Celebrating Diversity as God’s Children.”
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mailto:pastorjulie@mountcross.com
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mailto:pastormarc@mountcross.com
https://bit.ly/BloodDriveJan2026

Pacific Lutheran University Choir of the West
January 26, 7:00 p.m. at Ascension Lutheran

The Choir of the West from Pacific Lutheran University is on tour with a program titled “Seeking
Light and Beauty,” including musical evocations of themes of strength, hope, healing, and joy.
The 30-voice ensemble will feature works by Felix Mendelssohn, Johannes Brahms, Susan
LaBarr, PLU alum T.J. Wheeler, Joan Szymko, Hans Bridget Heruth, Brian Galante, J.A.C. Redford,
Ryan O'Neal, and Stephen Sondheim. They will be joined by mezzo soprano and Associate
Professor of Music Soon Cho, and collaborative pianist Amy Boers.

Alocal event will be Monday, January 26, 7:00 p.m., at Ascension Lutheran Church, 1600 E

Hillcrest Dr., Thousand Oaks. §H6= ° 6J-0Q0°D- @ (O HPAE JP §

Annual Meeting Information

Annual Meeting and Budget Information Meeting Dates
§J98 §+J9:§ EJD§ 8 J-§ UK 68 0§ BUCE Sunday, February 1, at 10:45 a.m.
(potluck) and 11:30 a.m. (meeting) §

§+-OUBFS 8§ JOOUEE T 9 -H § UUH 6Boday, Sunday, January 18 and next Sunday, January 25
at 11:00 a.m 8 &-U§ - 98N8 U HBS

Annual Reports Needed
B2 JSOBU6 =0 LB 988 0Des O "U @RI HEHOR JB 0P J- A6 9D U =8
81 BBEE &WBiqbudgsiqgbUp J HEO —bD Bs soon as possible, § §8p § U3 BDJOUO &8
8ee§ J - &b E§+ & JB

End-of-the-Year Slideshow
E® J§& "B eP+ E=§9 §UIE B J§ JBIUVESI B BI%UVIWEPIU 8§
g @UEUOEU €8 -90-3 UB~SER N -P J EO =D  §s soon as possible §
§-BU OO B - =R J-%FTFIB WOg=UFEU &8 U -§ - BBINE I DIOE -~ BrUB S
OHR J9B- E-SAB9 § 8+ FHEU B+ & JIB

Church Directory Updates
EBEEU 80 ~®-§ U U008 9068 §§U H-IP-LMEE %%§ U=(5U (8 e§
§60EFE ® JOP EPEIT 9 -H & J§ JO81UDDIOKE EUB«+ $XEE %E §
Sighlp J B9 =P 8§

$.2, Mount Cross

CHILD DEVE

Child Development Center Art Show - January 30, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Please join us for our preschool’s annual art show! Come see our little artists’ big creations on
Friday, January 30, from 5:00-7:00 p.m.
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“Sweet Hour of Prayer”

On Mondays, we have a weekly “Sweet Hour of Prayer” from 4:00-5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.
This is a time to come together to pray for those on our Sunday prayer list and prayer chain as
well as a time to have the group pray for personal needs.

Questions, talk to Denise Sobolik.

Proposed Amendment to ByLaws

Notice is hereby given that, pursuant to Section C17.03 of the Mount Cross Constitution, the members
of the Endowment Committee have recommended a proposed amendment to Section 8.05 D of the
Bylaws, to give the Endowment Committee the power to increase the annual distributable amount of
“income” from the fund to up to 6.5% of the three (3) year rolling average of the Fund.

The text of the amendment is as follows:

“D. The annual distribution of ‘income’ from the FUND will be 4:25% up to 6.5% based on a three (3)
year rolling average of the FUND balance on March 31 of the current year and the previous two (2)
years.” [Text to be deleted is in strikeett; text to be added is in bold.]

The Church Council discussed this proposed amendment at its November 18th meeting and it
unanimously recommended that it be adopted by the congregation at the February 1, 2026, Annual
Meeting. As noted by the Endowment Committee, the FUND has now reached a value of over
$667,000. Had this amendment been in place in 2025, the amount available for distribution could have
increased from $24,602 to up to $37,626.

Help Feed People in Need

The second Monday of every month, Mount Cross joins with Camarillo United Methodist Church to
cook for Many Meals, the dinner served at St. Mary Magdalen Church to people in need. The recipes
are provided. All you need to do is sign up, cook, and drop off the food at 4:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s. If

you can help, please let Karin Grennan know. Her email address is §U - «b"Bim - US

Giving to Mount Cross!

If you would like to give to Mount Cross, in addition to adding your offering to the
collection plate on Sundays, you can scan the QR code to donate through our online
giving page, or give through the mail (102 Camino Esplendido, Camarillo, CA 93010). To
give to Mount Cross on your cell phone or tablet, download Vanco's free GivePlus app
from the App Store or Google Play, enter zip code 93010, and choose Mount Cross. Please
be sure to indicate what your payment / donation is designated for. Thank you!

Mount Cross Lutheran Church Welcome Statements
Mount Cross Lutheran Church welcomes, embraces, and affirms all individuals, regardless of race, gender
identity or expression, sexual orientation, faith background, physical or mental ability or anything else that may
set us apart from each other. We are a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation, one of over 1000 Lutheran
communities that intentionally welcome and affirm LGBTQIA+ people and families. We are committed to racial
equity and the work of anti-racism, celebrating the beautiful tapestry of humanity and fostering an inclusive
community that recognizes the inherent worth and dignity of every person. We strive to follow Jesus’ way of
love, compassion, and justice and invite you to walk this path alongside us.
Thank you for being the welcoming Body of Christ!
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To the Parents of Our Young Children -

We are so glad you are here. We know how challenging it can be to get a family out the door to come to church. We
hope you can relax and receive the gifts of God that are here for you today. Please don’t worry about squirming
children or crying babies. All are welcome here. If you feel you must leave the service with your child, please come
back. As Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” We want them to know they are at home in this house of worship.

To Our Seniors -

Mount Cross extends a special welcome to our cherished elders, senior members, and all who possess "the gift of
years." Your presence enriches our congregation with your wisdom, experience, and faithful hearts. We deeply value
having you with us in worship, and our ushers are here to provide any assistance you may need during the service
to ensure your comfort and full participation.
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