Mount Cross Lutheran Church
102 Camino Esplendido, Camarillo, CA 93010
805.482.3847 www.mountcross.com

MATTHEW 5:9

Mount Cross Lutheran Church Welcome Statement

To Our Seniors -

Mount Cross extends a special welcome to our cherished elders, senior members, and all who possess "the
gift of years." Your presence enriches our congregation with your wisdom, experience, and faithful hearts.
We deeply value having you with us in worship, and our ushers are here to provide any assistance you may
need during the service to ensure your comfort and full participation.

(See page 23 for our full Welcome Statement)

Reconciling in Christ:
Intentionally welcoming and affirming
LGBTQIA+ people and families.

4th Sunday after Epiphany
February 1, 2026, 9:30 a.m.


http://www.mountcross.com/

HANDBELL PRELUDE - “Earth and All Stars” (arr. Shepard)
Mount Cross Handbell Choir

WELCOME AND INVITATIONS - Pastor Julie Morris

GATHERING SONG - “Let Justice Flow Like Streams” - ELW 717

As able, the assembly rises in body or spirit.
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1 Let jus - tice flow like strecams of spar-kling wa - ter, pure,
2 Let righ-teous-ness roll on as oth - ers” cares we  heed,
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and peace per-vade this world our whole life through.
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Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926
Music: ST. THOMAS, Aaron Williams, 1731-1776
Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE - Pastor Julie Morris

Children through 5th Grade are welcome (but not required) to come up for the Children’s Message
and then follow the teachers to the Parish Life Center for an age-appropriate Bible lesson and
activity. They will return to the sanctuary before Holy Communion. There are faith activity bags
available near the front door for children who would rather stay in church.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

As able, the congregation rises in body or spirit. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God,
the Creator of heaven and earth,
the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters.

C Amen

P Letus turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Mighty God, lover of justice,
C  vyou call us to life in community,
but we have served our own interests
at the expense of our neighbors.
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,
but our hearts are far from you.
Turn us to seek your face.
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.

P The former things have passed away,
and new things God now declares:
Like a spring of water that never fails,
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in *+ Jesus’ name.
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.

C Amen

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C  And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE - “Glory to God” - ELW Setting 4

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

All
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al- might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -1y One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
p Let us pray.

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the
lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and
perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world
may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8

Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect
lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to
love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s service.

"Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let
the hills hear your voice. > Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord, and you
enduring foundations of the earth, for the Lord has a case against his people, and
he will contend with Israel.

>“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer
me! * For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the
house of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. > O my people,
remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor
answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the
saving acts of the Lord”

%“With what shall I come before the Lord and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? "Will the Lord
be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of 0il? Shall I give
my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

% He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?

L Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM 15 - “Lord, Who Shall Be Welcome” (Warner)
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Psalm 15 Paraphrase, Words and Music: Steven C. Warner.
© 2006, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid and
offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and salvation
through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes true wisdom
and power for believers.

® The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to
us who are being saved it is the power of God. " For it is written, “I will destroy the
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.



2“Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? * For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided,
through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. #* For Jews
ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, *but we proclaim Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, *but to those who are the
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is
stronger than human strength.

*® Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. ? But
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak
in the world to shame the strong; ? God chose what is low and despised in the
world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, * so that no one might boast
in the presence of God. *° In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who
became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and
redemption, *'in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the
Lord”

L Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

As able, the assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - “Alleluia” - ELW Setting 4
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GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God.

P The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.
C  Glory to you, O Lord.

'When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down,
his disciples came to him. *And he began to speak and taught them, saying:
’Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. *Blessed are
those who mourn, for they will be comforted. ° Blessed are the meek, for they will
inherit the earth. ° Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they will be filled. " Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. ® Blessed
are the pure in heart, for they will see God. ? Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
will be called children of God. '° Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake
of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds
of evil against you falsely on my account. ** Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were
before you”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON - Pastor Julie Morris




SONG OF THE DAY - “Jesus Sat with His Disciples” (Starke/Joyous LiGHT)
As able, the assembly rises to proclaim the word of God in song.
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Text: Stephen P. Starks, © 1997, Stephen P. Sparks.
Tune: JOYOUS LIGHT (8.7.8.7 D), Marty Haugen, © 1987, GIA Publications.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Note: The term "catholic" (lower case "c") does not refer to any specific denomination or group of Christians. The term
comes from two Greek words that together mean "throughout the whole." So when the creed states, "We believe in one
holy catholic and apostolic church,” it refers to the whole or universal Christian church in all times and places.

The assembly may be seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the
whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it may do
justice, love kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ crucified. We
pray for our Mount Cross community as we prepare for our Annual Meeting,
and we give thanks for our many volunteers and ministries, especially those
involved in social justice and humanitarian aid. Gracious God, receive our
prayer.

God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We pray for
the health of old growth forests, ice caps, and ocean currents. Preserve the
diversity of life on earth. Bring relief to those affected by storms, extreme
cold, and other natural disasters. Gracious God, receive our prayer.
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A

God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with integrity and
respect human rights. Increase freedom in every nation. Protect educators,
journalists, artists, and religious activists who are reviled for speaking truth.
Lead us into peace, especially in our own country, Venezuela, the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Afghanistan, Israel, Gaza, Iran, the Middle East, India,
Pakistan, Ukraine, Russia, and Sudan. Gracious God, receive our prayer.

God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecution,
poverty, or war. Reunite separated families and bring orphaned children to
safety. Comfort any who grieve or endure illness in body, mind, or spirit,
especially those on our prayer list ...

We pray for Alexea (stepmother of Tracy Blois), Emma (friend of Tracy Blois), Lori
and Ken (friends of Pastor Julie), the family of Ashley Cargnino (cousin of Amanda
Honda), Chris Crenshaw (son of Vicky Edell), Vicky Edell, the family of Jerry Eyler

Hawkins (friend of Ric & Mary Kienitz), Allison Johnson, the family of Bonnie K.

family of Alan Scott, Dianne Selbrede, Corrine Stevenson, Gary Stevenson, Bill

PRAYER CONCERNS from MOUNT CROSS

(uncle of Patti Stouch), Tom and Maria Eyler (parents of Patti Stouch), Bob

(grandmother of Chrissy O’Farrell), Keith Mason, Emma Mayer (friend of Joan
Brundage), Mark McClure (relative of Meredith Smith), June Nelson (mother of
Dan Nelson), Kathleen Palmero (friend of Mary Goodenough), Derek Pedersen
(brother of Devan Jackson), Judy Phelps (friend of Kris Dawson), Julia Rowley
(granddaughter of Bill & Nancy Rowley), Mark Saner, Kelly Sawyer-Hough, the

Stoll, the family of Sharon Thompson (friend of Evonne Kuchera), Jim Wells,
Glenn and Jessica Willis (brother and sister-in-law of Carol Broderick),
Megan Wylie (granddaughter of Barbara Recker).

Unless otherwise specified, prayer requests
remain in the bulletin for four weeks.
If you would like to add or remove someone to or from the prayer list, please
e-mail the church office at office@mountcross.com or call 805.482.3847.

Gracious God, receive our prayer.

God who listens, we now offer you our own prayers, either silently or aloud
(pause) ... Gracious God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us
in Christ Jesus our Savior.

Amen.
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PEACE

p

C

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

HANDBELL OFFERTORY - “Hour of Prayer” (arr. Frederick)

Mount Cross Handbell Choir

OFFERING PRAYER

A

God of majesty,

no eye has seen, no ear has heard

what you have prepared for those who love you,

yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered

to feed us with the reign of God come near,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen. - ﬁ

As able, the assembly rises in body or spirit for the Great Thanksgiving.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C  Welift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

i,

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

12



P And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
13



P Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
C Amen

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD/INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see that the Lord is good.

The assembly may be seated.
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LAMB OF GOD - “Lamb of God” - ELW Setting 4
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Holy Communion will be distributed in the center aisle.
Ushers will dismiss people by rows, beginning from the back of the church.

Please come forward to receive the bread (gluten-free hosts available), and then walk to the side to
dip the bread in the chalice of wine or to receive a small cup of grape juice. Place your empty cup
in the trays provided.

Communion ministers will bring Holy Communion to those with mobility challenges.




COMMUNION SONGS - “Bread for the World” (Farrell)

Refrain
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Text: Bernadette Farrell, h.1957

Tune: Bernadette Farrell, h.1957

© 1990, Bernadette Farrell, published by OCP Publications
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“There Is a Longing” - ACS 1078
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be near; hear  our prayer, O God.

Text: Anne Quigley, b. 1955
Music: LONGING, Anne Quigley
Text and music © 1992 Anne Quigley. Published by OCP, 5536 N. Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213, All rights reserved.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Radiant God,
we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood
you have drawn us to your heart.
Send us from this table with delight,
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen

As able, the assembly rises in body or spirit for the Final Blessing.

FINAL BLESSING

P May the triune God,
who has put a new song in your mouth
and tuned your heart for praise
+ bless you now and forever.

C Amen

SENDING SONG - “To Be Your Presence” - ELW 546
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Text: Delores Dufner, osB, b. 1939

Music: ENGELBERG, Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924

Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
Allrights reserved. Used by permission.
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DISMISSAL

A Rooted in God’s grace,
C  we joyfully witness and serve.

POSTLUDE - “Toccata” (by Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck, 1562-1621)
Jessica Helms, organ

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God
by Laura and Elliott Ripley in celebration of Abby’s birthday.

Thank you to today’s Worship Assistants (current as of printing date)
Acolytes -

Altar Guild - Carol Broderick, Teri Crawford

Assisting Minister - Becky Riley

Clergy - Pastor Julie Morris, Pastor Marc Mohr, Deacon Dr. Cecelia Travick-Jackson
Communion Assistants - Jared Honda, Patricia Lewis, Susan Prosser,
LaJean Wenzel
Greeter - Gordon Henry
Music Ministers -
Handbell Choir - Bill Greason, Jessica Helms, Melissa Henry, Barbara Recker, Elliott Ripley,
Katie Robinson, Melissa Sobolik, Aimee Stoll, Linda Young
Songleaders - Melissa Henry, Barbara Recker
Accompanist - Jessica Helms
Readers - Kate LaCalamita
Technical Crew - Bill Dawson, Bennett Anderson, Ty Luther
Ushers - Scott Fajnor, John Lu

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE License
A-706290 and CCLI License #2022482. Images from sundaysandseasons.com
used with permission from Augsburg Fortress.

Join us for Fellowship in the Pavilion after worship each Sunday!

Announcements

Sunday Worship If you aren’t here but would still like flowers,

We al d hi y W tants. We will trai let us know; we'll deliver the arrangement to
€ always neec worship assistants. e will train you. another member to enjoy. If you ordered

Contact Vicky Edell at vickyedells5@gmail.com, flowers, please remember to pay for them -
818-395-7674, or sign-up online at online or in the offering, marked for

https: //signup.com /Group /7769976983269200115/. “Flowers.”” If you are able to return the white

Thank you for serving at Mount Cross! flower holders after use, our florist can

. . o reuse them. Bring them to the office, if so.
Children, Youth, and Family Ministry

For information on our programs, Financial Statements
email pastormarc@mountcross.com. Thank you, Mount Cross congregation, for all
the generosity you show your church family!
Altar Flowers Please email any questions about giving and /or

To request flowers for our worship: statements to Financial Secretary Joan
https: ([bit.ly}MCA]tarFlowers. The cost is $45.00; Brundage at jbrundage@mountcross.com.
you can take the arrangement home with you after

worship.
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St. Columba’s Food Pantry
Each Sunday, we have a bin where you'can bring

non-perishable food for St. Columba’s Project Hope

food pantry. Canned vegetables or 1[;roteins (tuna or
chicken) are always a good choice. They could also use
cereal, oatmeal, pasta sauce, pasta, canned soup, mac
& cheese, fresh bread, toilet paper, Ea er towels, and

Kleenex. Please do not donate food that is expired.

Thanks for zour support. We could use paper and
plastic bag donations, please - thank you.

The Week at a Glance

TODAY, February 1

Annual Potluck / Meeting
Potluck, 10:45 a.m. and Annual Meeting,
11:30 a.m.

Please stay around for our potluck in the Pavilion and
our Annual Meeting in the sanctuary.

Church Council Meeting, 1:00 p.m.
The Church Council will have a brief meeting after the
Annual Meeting.

Monday, February 2

Sweet Hour of Prayer, 4:00 p.m.
Our prayer group meets in the sanctuary at 4:00 p.m.

Service and Missions Committee Zoom,
6:00 p.m.

The Service and Missions Committee meets at 6:00
p-m. on Zoom

Men’s Al-Anon, 6:30 p.m.
A Men’s Al-Anon group meets in the Parish Life Center
at 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, February 3
Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.

Women’s Bible Study meets at 9:30 a.m. in Pastor Julie’s
office. Questions, ask Pastor Julie.

4H in PLC, 7:00 p.m.
4H meets in the Parish Life Center at 7:00 p.m..

Wednesday, February 4
Meditation Zoom, 10:00 a.m.

The Meditation group meets on Zoom at 10:00 a.m.
https: //bit.ly/WedMed2025.

Fun with Faith, 5:00 p.m.

All children Preschool through 5th grade are invited for
“Fun with Faith” Questions, contact
pastormarc@mountcross.com.
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Rooted, 5:00 p.m.

This program for Faith Formation parents and
others is on Wednesdays, 5:00-5:45 p.m.
Questions, please contact Pastor Julie
(pastorjulie@mountcross.com).

Community Dinner, 5:45 p.m.
All are invited to join us for dinner each
Wednesday in the pavilion and Parish Life
Center.

Confirmation, 6:00 p.m.
Confirmation meets from 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Questions, contact Pastor Julie

(pastorjulie@mountcross.com)
Bell Choir Rehearsal, 6:15 p.m.

The Bell Choir rehearses in the sanctuary loft
from 6:15-7:15 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 p.m.
The choir meets in the sanctuary at 7:30 p.m. to
rehearse music for Sundays and learn anthems
and special music.

Thursday, February 5

Men’s Bible Study, 7:30 a.m.

The Men’s Bible Study meets at Marie
Callender’s (185 E. Daily Drive, Camarillo). A $15
donation covers breakfast and a tip. No RSVP
necessary. Materials available at the meetings,
or contact Bill Stoll.

Friday, February 6
Senior Adult Ministry Committee,
2:30 p.m.
The Senior Adult Ministry Committee meets at
2:30 p.m.

Saturday, February 7
Leadership Retreat & Service
Day

Al-Anon, 10:00 a.m.
Al-Anon meets at 10:00 a.m. in the PLC.



https://mountcross.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c723f72cf63d32c1791ccb1b1&id=e7f70db046&e=9d5e5c2504
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Leadership Retreat, 10:00 a.m. Rise Against Hunger, 3:00 p.m.
See the announcement below about the annual See the announcement below about this service
Leadership Retreat. project at Camarillo United Methodist.

Wednesday Programs

Rooted (Adults and children too young for Fun with Faith) / 5:00-5:45 p.m.
Fun With Faith (Preschool - 5th Grade) / 5:00-5:45 p.m.
Community Dinner / 5:45-6:15 p.m.

Confirmation / 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Questions, see Pastor Julie (pastorjulie@mountcross.com) or Pastor Marc
(pastormarc@mountcross.com).

Annual Meeting Information

Our All Church Potluck and Annual Meeting is today, Sunday, February 1, at 10:45 a.m. (potluck)
and 11:30 a.m. (meeting). Please plan to be part of these gatherings. Childcare will be provided.

All Church Leadership Retreat and Service Day

ALL members of the Mount Cross community are invited to our annual Leadership Retreat,
Saturday, February 7, from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. We will meet in our sanctuary. Lunch and
childcare will be provided. Deepen your connections with others and help determine goals and
priorities for Mount Cross this year. Please fill out this short registration form and indicate if you
need childcare: https: //bit.ly/LeadServe2026.

Participants are asked to prepare for the retreat by reading the Pathways 2026 Summary Document.
It can be found on Page 35 of the 2025 Annual Report on our website or at
bit.ly/MCAnnualReport2025. Following the retreat, we will serve together at the Rise Against
Hunger event at Camarillo United Methodist Church from 3:00 - 4:30 p.m., all ages can participate.

Rise Against Hunger Service Project for All Ages

On Saturday, February 7, from 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. at Camarillo United Methodist Church (291
Anacapa Drive), Mount Cross will join other congregations in assembling meals for people in
need following our February 7 Leadership Retreat. Last year, we helped pack over 12,000 meals.
Rise Against Hunger works in countries worldwide to fight hunger, targeting communities facing
high rates of food insecurity. We will work as teams to pack the food bags while socializing,
listening to music, and celebrating each milestone together. The work is done mostly at tables
and is appropriate for all ages, from elementary-aged kids to seniors. Please sign up to indicate
you're participating: https://camarilloumc.org /riseagainsthunger

Souper Bowl of Caring

The 60th NFL Super Bowl is set for February 8, 2026. Will you be rooting for your team or just

enjoying the lavish half-time show and the commercials? Mount Cross will again be supporting

the “Souper Bowl of Caring” by collecting donations to be sent to ELCA World Hunger and food

items to go to Saint Columba’s Pantry. We will have our big soup pots set up for the two teams

on game day and you can vote for your favorite team or the commercials. To learn more about
Souper Bowl of Caring, you can visit www.tacklehunger.org.
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Miracle League of the 805 Annual Dinner & Auction
Thursday, February 5

The Miracle League is an organization that was near and dear to Randy Churchill’s heart,
providing a place for those with special needs to be able to play baseball. Their annual dinner
and auction is Thursday, February 5, 5:30 p.m., at Las Posas Country Club. Tickets are still
available to support this very worthy cause: https: /www.miracleleague805.org /dinner.

CDC Fundraiser at 999 Pizza/PizzaMan Dan’s

Support our Child Development Center on Wednesday, February 11, all day, with a fundraiser at
999 Pizza (1980 Ventura Blvd., Camarillo) or any PizzaMan Dan’s (all nine Ventura County
locations). Get a flyer from the narthex or the church office.

Alma Via Lunch, Tuesday, February 17, Arrive by 11:45 a.m.

Mount Cross members are invited to join with Camarillo United Methodist members to lunch
with church member residents residing at Alma Via. Currently Diana Hagen from Mount Cross
is a resident there. It is a lovely visit and good food. The cost for lunch is $15 person and cash is

preferred. Please sign up to attend. The deadline for reservations is Friday, February 13.
Please contact Gayle Johnson at cygaylej@verizon.net.

VCIC Presentation on Judaism
On Tuesday, February 10, at 7:00 p.m., at Temple Ner Ami (515 Temple Ave, Camarillo, CA), the
Ventura County Interfaith Community will present an introduction to Judaism led by Rabbi
Michael Lotker. The event is free and all are welcome.

Please Donate Diapers and Baby Wipes!

In February, Mount Cross is collecting diapers and baby wipes for the Redimidos Diaper Pantry
at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in Oxnard. We will help distribute the diapers on Saturday,
March 7, 9:00 a.m. Contact pastormarc@mountcross.com if you would like to serve.

Concordia University Handbell Concert at CUMC

Concordia University’s Handbells and Spirit Bells will present a free concert at Camarillo United
Methodist Church (291 Anacapa Dr.) on Sunday, February 22, at 4:00 p.m. Enjoy an afternoon of
exceptional artistry from one of the world’s premier handbell programs. After the event, there
will be an all-church potluck. Everyone is invited!

Church Directory Updates

It's the new year, which means we're working on a new church directory! Please send any
updates to your contact information you would like included in the 2026 directory to
office@mountcross.com.
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“Sweet Hour of Prayer”

On Mondays, we have a weekly “Sweet Hour of Prayer” from 4:00-5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.
This is a time to come together to pray for those on our Sunday prayer list and prayer chain as
well as a time to have the group pray for personal needs.

Questions, talk to Denise Sobolik.

Help Feed People in Need

The second Monday of every month, Mount Cross joins with Camarillo United Methodist Church to
cook for Many Meals, the dinner served at St. Mary Magdalen Church to people in need. The recipes
are provided. All you need to do is sign up, cook, and drop off the food at 4:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s. If
you can help, please let Karin Grennan know. Her email address is grennan4@verizon.net.

Giving to Mount Cross!

If you would like to give to Mount Cross, in addition to adding your offering to the
collection plate on Sundays, you can scan the QR code to donate through our online
giving page, or give through the mail (102 Camino Esplendido, Camarillo, CA 93010). To
give to Mount Cross on your cell phone or tablet, download Vanco's free GivePlus app
from the App Store or Google Play, enter zip code 93010, and choose Mount Cross. Please E
be sure to indicate what your payment / donation is designated for. Thank you! :

Mount Cross Lutheran Church Welcome Statements
Mount Cross Lutheran Church welcomes, embraces, and affirms all individuals, regardless of race, gender
identity or expression, sexual orientation, faith background, physical or mental ability or anything else that may
set us apart from each other. We are a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation, one of over 1000 Lutheran
communities that intentionally welcome and affirm LGBTQIA+ people and families. We are committed to racial
equity and the work of anti-racism, celebrating the beautiful tapestry of humanity and fostering an inclusive
community that recognizes the inherent worth and dignity of every person. We strive to follow Jesus’ way of
love, compassion, and justice and invite you to walk this path alongside us.
Thank you for being the welcoming Body of Christ!

To All Worshippers -

The presence of those with special needs is a gift to us and the Church. Please welcome all children and give their
parents a smile of encouragement. Please greet those with special needs and their families, helping them to know
they are valued and accepted in our community.

Please introduce yourself to someone you do not know.

To the Parents of Our Young Children -

We are so glad you are here. We know how challenging it can be to get a family out the door to come to church. We
hope you can relax and receive the gifts of God that are here for you today. Please don’t worry about squirming
children or crying babies. All are welcome here. If you feel you must leave the service with your child, please come
back. As Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” We want them to know they are at home in this house of worship.

23


mailto:grennan4@verizon.net
https://mountcross.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c723f72cf63d32c1791ccb1b1&id=31cc805402&e=9d5e5c2504
https://mountcross.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c723f72cf63d32c1791ccb1b1&id=31cc805402&e=9d5e5c2504

