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New   Year’s   Eve   -   Service   of   Light   
December   31,   2020,   7�00   p.m.   

  
  
At   the   turn   of   the   year,   we   meditate   on   endings   and   beginnings,   knowing   that   all   the   world’s   time   

begins   and   ends   in   God.   We   watch   and   keep   vigil   for   the   coming   of   God’s   justice.   
  

WELCOME   -   Pastor   Julie   Morris     

http://www.mountcross.com/


DIALOGUE   
A   large   candle   on   the   altar   is   lit.   A   dialogue   follows   the   lighting.   

   
P The   light   shines   in   the   darkness,   
C and   the   darkness   has   not   overcome   it.   
P The   Word   became   flesh   and   lived   among   us,   
C and   we   have   beheld   Christ’s   glory.   
P To   us   a   child   is   born,   to   us   a   Son   is   given.   
C In   the   Word   was   life,   and   the   life   was   the   light   of   all   people.   

    
HYMN   OF   LIGHT   -   “ Joyous   Light   of   Heavenly   Glory”   -   ELW   561   

  

  



GREETING   AND   PRAYER   
  

P The   Lord   be   with   you.   
C And   also   with   you.  
    
P Let   us   pray.   

Eternal   God,   you   have   placed   us   in   a   world   of   space   and   time,   and   through   
the   events   of   our   lives   you   bless   us   with   your   love.   Grant   that   in   the   new   year   
we   may   know   your   presence,   see   your   love   at   work,   and   live   in   the   light   of   the   
event   that   gives   us   joy   forever—the   coming   of   your   Son,   Jesus   Christ   our   
Lord,   who   lives   and   reigns   with   you   and   the   Holy   Spirit,   one   God,   now   and   
forever.   

C Amen.   
   

WORD   OF   GOD   
    

  
  

FIRST   LESSON   -   Ecclesiastes   3�1-8   
   For   everything   there   is   a   season.   
  

For   everything   there   is   a   season,   and   a   time   for   every   matter   under   heaven:    2 a   
time   to   be   born,   and   a   time   to   die;   a   time   to   plant,   and   a   time   to   pluck   up   what   is   
planted;    3 a   time   to   kill,   and   a   time   to   heal;   a   time   to   break   down,   and   a   time   to   build   
up;    4 a   time   to   weep,   and   a   time   to   laugh;   a   time   to   mourn,   and   a   time   to   dance;    5 a   
time   to   throw   away   stones,   and   a   time   to   gather   stones   together;   a   time   to   
embrace,   and   a   time   to   refrain   from   embracing;    6 a   time   to   seek,   and   a   time   to   lose;   
a   time   to   keep,   and   a   time   to   throw   away;    7 a   time   to   tear,   and   a   time   to   sew;   a   time   
to   keep   silence,   and   a   time   to   speak;    8 a   time   to   love,   and   a   time   to   hate;   a   time   for   
war,   and   a   time   for   peace.   
    
L Word   of   God,   word   of   life.   
C Thanks   be   to   God.   
    



RESPONSORIAL   PSALM   -   Psalm   90�1-6,   12-17   
    

Refrain   (sung   twice):   

    
  

L  1 Lord,   you   have   been   our   refuge   
   from   one   generation   to   another.   
C 2 Before   the   mountains   were   brought   forth,     

or   the   land   and   the   earth   were   born,   
   from   age   to   age   you   are   God.   
L 3 You   turn   us   back   to   the   dust   and   say,   

“Turn   back,   O   children   of   earth.”   
C 4 For   a   thousand   years   in   your   sight   are   like   yesterday     

when   it   is   past   and   like   a   watch   in   the   night;     
L 5 you   sweep   them   away   like   a   dream,  

they   fade   away   suddenly   like   the   grass:   
C 6 in   the   morning   it   is   green   and   flourishes;   

in   the   evening   it   is   dried   up   and   withered.   
  

Refrain   (sung   twice):   

    



L 12 So   teach   us   to   number   our   days   
   that   we   may   apply   our   hearts   to   wisdom.   
C 13 Return,   O   Lord;   how   long   will   you   tarry?   
   Be   gracious   to   your   servants.     
L 14 Satisfy   us   by   your   steadfast   love   in   the   morning;   
   so   shall   we   rejoice   and   be   glad   all   our   days.   
C 15 Make   us   glad   as   many   days   as   you   afflicted   us   
   and   as   many   years   as   we   suffered   adversity.   
L 16 Show   your   servants   your   works,   
   and   your   splendor   to   their   children.   
C 17 May   the   graciousness   of   the   Lord   our   God   be   upon   us;   
   prosper   the   work   of   our   hands;   prosper   our   handiwork.     

  

Refrain   (sung   twice):   

    
SECOND   LESSON   -   Revelation   21�1-6a   
   A   new   heaven   and   a   new   earth   
  

1 Then   I   saw   a   new   heaven   and   a   new   earth;   for   the   first   heaven   and   the   first   
earth   had   passed   away,   and   the   sea   was   no   more.    2 And   I   saw   the   holy   city,   the   new   
Jerusalem,   coming   down   out   of   heaven   from   God,   prepared   as   a   bride   adorned   for   
her   husband.    3 And   I   heard   a   loud   voice   from   the   throne   saying,   “See,   the   home   of   
God   is   among   mortals.   He   will   dwell   with   them;    they   will   be   his   peoples,   and   God   
himself   will   be   with   them;    4 he   will   wipe   every   tear   from   their   eyes.   Death   will   be   no   
more;   mourning   and   crying   and   pain   will   be   no   more,   for   the   first   things   have   
passed   away.”   

  
5 And   the   one   who   was   seated   on   the   throne   said,   “See,   I   am   making   all   things   

new.”   Also   he   said,   “Write   this,   for   these   words   are   trustworthy   and   true.”    6 Then   he   
said   to   me,   “It   is   done!   I   am   the   Alpha   and   the   Omega,   the   beginning   and   the   end.   
To   the   thirsty   I   will   give   water   as   a   gift   from   the   spring   of   the   water   of   life.”   

    
L Word   of   God,   word   of   life.   
C Thanks   be   to   God.   



REFLECTION   
  

NOTICING   GIFTS   AND   GRACES:   “Reflecting   on   the   Past   Year   and   Looking   to   the   
New   Year”   -   Pastor   Julie   Morris   

  
HYMN    -   “ Be   Still,   My   Soul”   (Schlegel/ F INLANDIA )   

  



LITANY   OF   HOPE   
  

Sung   Response:   

  
God   of   Hope,   we   thank   you   for   the   gift   of   your   Son,   Jesus   Christ   our   Lord,   the   
Light   of   the   world.   As   the   new   year   dawns,   grant   us   an   ever-deepening   faith   in   you.   
Let   the   light   and   love   of   Christ   fill   our   hearts   as   we   become   bearers   of   this   hope   in   
the   world.   Let   us   pray   to   the   Lord,  

Sung   Response :   Gift   of   God,   O   Emmanuel   ...   
  

God   of   Healing,   we   know   that   in   you,   all   things   are   made   new.   We   gratefully   praise   
you   for   the   hope   and   salvation   of   all   of   creation.    We   pray   for   an   end   to   the   
challenges   2020   has   brought:   the   pandemic,   economic   hardships,   racial   injustices,   
and   divisions   among   us.   Pour   out   your   tender   mercies   to   all   who   are   ill,   grieving,   
lonely,   struggling   and   suffering,   especially   those   we   call   to   mind   now    …    Renew   and   
restore   this   weary   world   and   all   of   creation   by   your   grace,   love,   and   healing   power.   
Let   us   pray   to   the   Lord,   

Sung   Response:    Gift   of   God,   O   Emmanuel   ...   
  

God   of   Peace,     through   your   Son,   Jesus   Christ,   you   have   given   us   peace   beyond   
measure.   Grant   leaders   everywhere   the   wisdom   and   courage   to   seek   peace   and   
justice   in   all   things.   Continue   to   guide   and   make   us   instruments   of   your   peace   in   
our   homes,   communities,   nation   and   world   so   that   all   might   live   in   the   peace   and   
hope   that   you   bring.   Let   us   pray   to   the   Lord,   

Sung   Response:    Gift   of   God,   O   Emmanuel   ...   
  

God   of   Abundance,   through   your   mercy   you   provide   an   abundance   of   life   and   love   
for   all   people.   With   grateful   hearts   we   give   our   lives   in   service   to   you.   Give   us   eyes   
to   see   where   the   needs   are   great,   and   hearts   to   give   out   of   the   abundance   you   
provide.   Continue   to   fill   us   with   all   joy   and   peace   as   we   trust   in   you   through   the   
power   of   the   Holy   Spirit.   Let   us   pray   to   the   Lord,   

Sung   Response:    Gift   of   God,   O   Emmanuel   ….   
  

God   of   Love,   in   your   compassion   you   never   abandon   us.   With   Christ   as   our   
companion,   we   walk   in   hope.   Strengthen   us   through   the   power   of   the   Holy   Spirit   
that   we   might   courageously   live   lives   that   reflect   your   love   in   the   new   year.   Give   us   
the   wisdom,   patience,   vision,   and   open   hearts   to   discern   your   will,   and   a   desire   to   
seek   you   above   all   things.   Let   us   pray   to   the   Lord,   

Sung   Response:    Gift   of   God,   O   Emmanuel   ...   



Giving   thanks   for   all   who   have   gone   before   us   and   are   at   rest,   especially   those   we   
call   to   mind   now   ...   rejoicing   in   the   communion   of   all   the   saints,   we   commend   
ourselves,   one   another,   and   our   whole   lives   to   you,   as   we   begin   this   new   year   in   
the   hope   we   have   through   Christ   our   Lord.    Amen   

  
PRAYER   FOR   THE   NEW   YEAR   
  

P O   God,   you   have   been   our   help   in   ages   past,   our   hope   for   years   to   come.   as   
we   welcome   this   new   year,   bless   us   with   peace.   fill   our   days   with   the   light   of   
Christ   and   lead   us   on   the   path   of   life   until   we   see   you   in   our   heavenly   home,   
where   you   live   and   reign   forever   and   ever.   

C Amen.   
  

THE   LORD’S   PRAYER   
  

P Gathered   into   one   by   the   Holy   Spirit,   let   us   pray   as   Jesus   taught   us.   
C Our   Father   in   heaven,     

hallowed   be   your   name,   
your   kingdom   come,   
your   will   be   done,   on   earth   as   in   heaven.   
Give   us   today   our   daily   bread.   
Forgive   us   our   sins   as   we   forgive   those   
who   sin   against   us.   
Save   us   from   the   time   of   trial   
and   deliver   us   from   evil.   
For   the   kingdom,   the   power,   
and   the   glory   are   yours,     
now   and   forever.     
Amen.   

  

  



HYMN    -    “Hymn   for   the   New   Year”    ( Ottományi /A ULD    L ANG    S YNE )   

  
    

FINAL   BLESSING   
  

P The   past,   the   present,   and   the   future   rest   in   God’s   hands.   
Our   Almighty   God,   Creator,   ☩   Redeemer,   and   Sustainer,     
bless   and   keep   you   and   all   those   you   love,   
now   and   forevermore.   

C Amen.   
  

POSTLUDE   -   “Silent   Night”   -   Mount   Cross   Virtual   Choir   Video   
  



Permission   to   podcast/stream   the   music   in   this   service   obtained   from   ONE   LICENSE,   
License   #A-722573   and   CCLI   License   #2022482.   Images   from   

sundaysandseasons.com   used   with   permission   from   Augsburg   Fortress.   
  

Service   adapted   from   sundaysandseasons.com.   
Copyright   ©   2020   Augsburg   Fortress.   All   rights   reserved.   

  
(The   church   office   is   closed   tomorrow   for   the   New   Year’s   holiday!)   

Wishing   you   a   healthy,   blessed,   and   peaceful   New   Year!!   
  

  

  
Photo   by    Annie   Spratt    on    Unsplash   

  

Ways   to   Give   
Thank   you,   Mount   Cross   congregation,   for   all   the   generosity   you   have   shown   in   these   
times   of   trial!   We   want   to   make   it   as   simple   as   possible   for   you.   If   you'd   like   to   give   to   
Mount   Cross   on   your   cell   phone   or   tablet,   download   Vanco's   free   GivePlus   app   from   
the   App   Store   or   Google   Play,   enter   zip   code   93010,   and   choose   Mount   Cross.   Please   

email   any   questions   about   giving   and/or   Year-To-Date   statements   to   Financial   
Secretary   Joan   Brundage   at   jbrundage@mountcross.com.   Also,   if   you   haven't   already,   

choose   Mount   Cross   Lutheran   Church   as   your   non-profit   to   support   on   
smile.amazon.com   so   0.5%   of   purchases   will   go   to   Mount   Cross.   Thank   you!   

https://unsplash.com/@anniespratt?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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