Mount Cross Lutheran Church
102 Camino Esplendido, Camarillo, CA 93010
805.482.3847 www.mountcross.com

Christmas Eve
December 24, 2020, 5 00 p.m.

PRELUDE - “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
Guy Ervin III, organ
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS - Pastor Julie Morris
THE PROPHECY - Isaiah 9 2-7 (Read by Joe Zimmerly)

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal
child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the
real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this!

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a
land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as
people exult when dividing plunder.
2

For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of
their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for
the ﬁre.
4

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless
peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of
the Lord of hosts will do this.
6

L
C

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

CAROL - “O Come, All Ye Faithful” - ELW 283 - Verses 1, 3 & 4
SATB Quartet (Becky Riley, Gayle Johnson, Dan Nelson, Randy Churchill)

P
C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true
Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence
and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

C

THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL - PART 1 Luke 2 1-7 (Video presentation, read by Landon
Stouch; Mary - Makenna Carpenter; Joseph - Mateo Carpenter; Donkey - Teddy
Carpenter)
God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” and
proclaim God’s blessing of peace.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. 2This was the ﬁrst registration and was taken while Quirinius
was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting
a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she
gave birth to her ﬁrstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
1

CAROL - “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (St. Louis; arr. Callahan)
Mount Cross Bell Choir
THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL - PART 2 Luke 2 8-14 (Video presentation, read by Ben
Fisher; Angel - Rynn Blois; Shepherd - Kylan Blois)
In that region there were shepherds living in the ﬁelds, keeping watch over
their ﬂock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were terriﬁed. 10But the angel said to them,
"Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will ﬁnd a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
8

CAROL - “Joy to the World” (Antioch; arr. Thompson)
Mount Cross Bell Choir

THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL - PART 3 Luke 2 15-20 (Video presentation, read by
Morgan Fanner)
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
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SERMON - Pastor Julie Morris
SONG OF THE DAY - “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” - ELW 288
Men’s Quartet (Keith Selbrede, Bill Stoll, Dan Nelson, Randy Churchill)

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, Our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was cruciﬁed, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church throughout the
world proclaim this good news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite the
voices of all your faithful people in songs of praise and rejoicing. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to ﬂocks, ﬁelds,
and those who tend them. Come near to us in the beauty of nighttime, the
shining of the stars, and the hush of a world at rest. May our wonder at your
creation rouse our care for all the earth. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this
world. Bring healing to the divisions in our communities, nation, and world.
Hush the noise of war and violence in places of unrest especially for the
people in Northern Ethiopia and Yemen. Inspire leaders of nations to seek
lasting peace and sustainable provision for all in their care. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

A

Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and
reassurance to those facing struggles this night. Shelter travelers and those
without homes. Console those who lie awake due to pain or anxiety. Heal
those who are sick or hurting especially those on our prayer list. Please offer
your own intercessions at this time … (silence).
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents and
expectant parents. Comfort those who long for children, especially those
running out of hope or options. Surround families of every shape and size
with your love and care. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you
thanks for all the saints who have proclaimed your glory in word and deed,
especially the ordinary saints from our congregation who are now
celebrating at the heavenly banquet, especially John and Janet Colby,
Barbara Buenger, Bernice Vang, Robert Jackson, Jan Beat, Audrey Posthauer,
Edith Frederick, Barbara D’Addario, and Madaline Statton. Let us join them
this night in joyful praise around your eternal throne. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

C

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and
all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

PEACE
P
C

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING SONG - “Angels We Have Heard on High - ELW 289
Association of Lutheran Church Musicians Virtual Choir Video

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made ﬂesh you
have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that,
beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we
cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

P

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

C

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

P

With this bread and cup, Gracious God,
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection,
and we look with hope for his coming again.
Send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and
his Blood of the new Covenant.
Gather into one all who desire to share this bread and wine:
May your Word take ﬂesh in us.
Awaken your people, ﬁll us with your light,
and bring the gift of peace on earth.

C
P
C

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen!
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
P

The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine. Christ is here.

LAMB OF GOD

PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

A spiritual communion is a personal devotion that anyone can pray at any time to express their
desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from
actually receiving Holy Communion. As Martin Luther once wrote: “I can enjoy the sacrament …
every day if only I keep my eyes on the promise, that is, on the words and promise of Christ, which
feeds and strengthens my faith.”
The Assisting Minister invites those joining from home to say the following prayer:

Lord Jesus, as Mary and Joseph received you into their arms, I receive you into
my heart. Trusting in your words, “This is my body—given for you; this is my
blood—shed for you,” I thank you for forgiveness and salvation. May your love and
grace grow within me and all who celebrate your birth. Inspire us to praise you and
strengthen us to serve you until we can gather around your table again. Amen.1

1

Written by Pastor Julie for Mount Cross, Christmas Eve 2020.

COMMUNION SONG - “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing!” - ELW 270
SATB Quartet (Becky Riley, Gayle Johnson, Dan Nelson, Randy Churchill)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P

C

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this
Communion we have feasted on your grace. May your Word take ﬂesh in
us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory made known to
us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

PROLOGUE TO JOHN: John 1-18

The prologue to the Gospel of John describes Jesus as the Word of God made ﬂesh, the one who
reveals god to be “full of grace and truth.”

P
C

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ, according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.
1

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.
6

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world
did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power
to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the ﬂesh
or of the will of man, but of God.
10

And the Word became ﬂesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testiﬁed to him
and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead
of me because he was before me.'") 16From his fullness we have all received, grace
upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is
close to the Father's heart, who has made him known.
14

P
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CANDLE LIGHTING
We light the Christ candle and share our light.

CAROL - “Silent Night, Holy Night” - ELW 281
Mount Cross Virtual Choir Video

CHRISTMAS BLESSING
P

C

May the Word that Mary brought to birth
carry you into new and abundant life.
May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms
enfold you with love and strength.
May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world.
And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG - “Joy to the World” - ELW 267 - Verses 1, 2 & 4
Mount Cross Youth Band (Tiana Stouch, Ben Fisher, and Joe Zimmerly)
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while ﬁelds and ﬂoods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
4 He rules the world with truth and grace
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.
DISMISSAL
P
C

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE - “Gloria in Excelsis Deo” and “We Wish You a Merry Christmas”
Guy Ervin III, organ
Thank you to our Christmas Story participants, all our Musicians,
and our Worship Team!
Thank you to everyone who was part of our “Silent Night” Virtual Choir video!
Mount Cross Bell Choir: Carol Browning, Guy Ervin III, Bill Greason, Melissa
Henry, Barbara Recker, Melissa Sobolik, Aimee Stoll, Justin Thai.
The church ofﬁce will be closed tomorrow, December 25, for the Christmas holiday Merry Christmas!
On Sunday, December 27, our worship will be online only (no outdoor worship)
and there will NOT be Drive-through Communion.

Our Christmas Poinsettias were donated by:

* Joan Brundage - in honor of my mother, Patricia, and in memory of my father,
Robert, my husband, Bob, and all my family and friends who have passed away
* Barbara Burke - in loving memory of Barbara D’Addario, in honor of my
grandchildren and children, in memory of my husband, Bill, in memory of all
loved ones, and in honor of all those who keep Mount Cross “alive”!
* Randy and Jennifer Churchill - in memory of our son, Brian Churchill,
and in honor of the family of Kevin and Rhonda Churchill
and the family of Gil and Anne Valencia
* Patricia Dawson - in memory of William Dawson,
Mabel Cooper, and Ruth Brooks
* Jim Dinges - in loving memory of Donette "Brooke" Dinges
* Vicky Edell - in memory of Mary Jo McNair and Georgina Edell
* David & Melody Faltin - in memory of Lydia Faltin
and in memory of Sandra Phillips
* The Fernández family - in memory of my beloved father, Michael D. Nelson
and in memory of my brother, Scott Shepherd
* Cy and Gayle Johnson - in loving memory of our family and friends in
heaven, in thanksgiving for Pastor Julie, staff and church family, in memory of
the many lives lost this year, in thanks and praise to those that cared for
others this year, and to the Glory of God in celebration of Christ's birth!
* Kathleen Jones - in honor of my parents, Bob and Laura Brickley and in
memory of Mark Brickley and of James Jones
* John and Jaimie Marroquin - to the glory of God
* Mike & Wendy McClary - in honor of our nine grandchildren and
one happy, healthy, 2-year-old great-granddaughter,
and in memory of our parents and Maclyn McClary
* Carina McVeigh - in memory of Justin Meek and Patricia Cervenka
and in honor of healthcare workers and ﬁrst responders
* Julie Merrick - in memory of Dominic Valenzano
* Avis Miley - in memory of Jim Miley
* Pastor Julie Morris - in thanksgiving to God for the Mount Cross
Worship Team, the Church Council, and the Mount Cross Staff

* The Patscheck family - in memory of Valerie's mom, Eunice Koch
* Ken & Becky Riley - in memory of Valerie Simpson, Paul and Dorothy True,
GW and Edith Riley, Gae Lisenby, Barry Klopfer, and the Riley Pups
*The Rowley & Ovick families - in memory of our parents and grandparents,
Royce & Marguerite Rowley, Elmer & Evelyn Engen,
Joe & Elin Ovick, and Roger McClain
* Rosanne & Scott Stevens - in memory of our parents,
Earl & Rosemary Manzer
* Aimee & Bill Stoll - in memory of our loved ones from the Stoll family
* Joe & Joni Swindle - in honor of our children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren, and in memory of our parents
* LaJean Wenzel - in memory of my mother and brother
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-722573 and CCLI License #2022482. Images from
sundaysandseasons.com used with permission from Augsburg Fortress.
PRAYER CONCERNS from MOUNT CROSS
We pray for an end to the coronavirus, for doctors, nurses, and caretakers,
for researchers, all involved in the vaccine efforts, and
for the families grieving the loss of each victim.
We pray also for Angelica (friend of the Marroquin family), Elizabeth A,
Robert and Robin A (friends of Becky & Ken Riley), Roger Allmandinger
(brother-in-law of Jim & Susan Prosser), Sharon Benner (sister of Karen
Gramacki), Cynthia Bishop (friend of Bob and Judy Winters), Mike
Carpenter, Chip (friend of Wendy & Mike McClary), Terry Cline (relative of
Jim & Karen Gramacki), Rob Conant (boyfriend of Mary Goodenough’s
daughter), Stephanie Copenhaver (friend of Kathleen Jones) Howard Corey,
the family of Barbara D’Addario, Travis and Jacquanna Davis, Sonja
Demeter, Tom Demeter (uncle of Allison Johnson), Bob Edell, Steve Engh
(friend of Gayle & Cy Johnson), the family of Edith Frederick, Sharon
Goodenough (daughter of Mary Goodenough), Ron Higginbotham, Charles
Hilley, Michael Mann (nephew of Keith Selbrede), Sandra Manning (friend of
Judy Winters), Norm Morgan, Karen Nelson, for the family of Maria Perales
and of Julie Reynoso (friends of Pastor Julie’s family), Lisa Saner, the family
of Jerry Schumann (Janet Kessler’s daughter-in-law’s father), Patricia
Springer (mother of Joan Brundage), the family of Madaline Statton, Patrick
Tovar (uncle of Christina Tovar-Hamernik), Mike Turek (friend of the
Henrys), the family of Dominic Valenzano (friend of Herb and Jo Holler), Bill
Voigt (father of Heather Edwards), Lisa and Kurt Wyrick
(friend of Becky & Ken Riley).
Unless otherwise speciﬁed, prayer requests remain in the bulletin for four weeks.
If you would like to add or remove someone to or from the prayer list, please
e-mail the church ofﬁce at ofﬁce@mountcross.com or call 805.482.3847.

The Week at a Glance
Most of our regular programs are
on break for the next three weeks.
Friday, December 25, 2020
Church Ofﬁce CLOSED
Merry Christmas!

Sunday,
December 27, 2020

Pre-recorded Christmas
Lessons & Carols, 9 30 a.m.

There will be online worship only at 9 30 a.m. and NO
Drive-through Communion so that our worship team
and other volunteers get a break.
Join Pastor Julie for Community Conversation Time
on Zoom following this service!

Sunday Worship

Grab a cup of coffee or tea and some treats
and visit via Zoom:
http://bit.ly/CommunityConversationTime.
Or to join by phone, call 1 669 900 6833. You
will be asked for the meeting ID (889 0267 0619)
and passcode (302996).

Next Thursday,
December 31, 2020

Pre-recorded Service of Light,
7 00 p.m.

A service of prayer, reﬂection and song
to end the year and pray God’s blessing
on the new year, livestream on our Facebook
and YouTube pages, at 7 00 p.m.

Announcements

The Re-Opening Committee has approved a
testing phase for outdoor worship. Email
ofﬁce@mountcross.com or call 805-482-3847 if you
are interested in attending the service in person.
When arriving for Sunday morning worship, participants
should park in designated areas or on
the street; sign in and have their temperature taken; wear
a mask; practice social distancing; bring a chair
(some chairs available).
Thank you in advance for helping to
make this a safe worship experience!

Help with Sunday Worship
and Communion

We are looking for help to make Sunday worship and
drive-through Communion possible. If you would like to
sign up to help set up or as a parking lot usher, greeter,
or communion assistant, please sign up at
http://bit.ly/WorshipandCommunionAssistants
or call the ofﬁce at (805) 482-3847.
If you'd like to serve as a lector, intercessor, or musician
on a Sunday, either by joining us on-site for the live
stream or by recording in advance,
please contact the ofﬁce.

Children, Youth, and Family Ministry
To ﬁnd out about our programs,
email Joe (joe@mountcross.com) for
other details or questions.

Connect Online

Let us know you’re watching us online - ﬁll out

our connection card: ttps://bit.ly/MCLCConnect.

More Ways to Give

Thank you, Mount Cross congregation, for all the
generosity you have shown in these times of trial!
We want to make it as simple as possible for you.
If you'd like to give to Mount Cross on your cell
phone or tablet, download Vanco's free GivePlus
app from the App Store or Google Play, enter zip
code 93010, and choose Mount Cross. Please
email any questions about giving and/or
Year-To-Date statements to Financial Secretary
Joan Brundage at jbrundage@mountcross.com.
Also, if you haven't already, choose Mount Cross
Lutheran Church as your non-proﬁt to support
on smile.amazon.com so 0.5% of purchases will go
to Mount Cross. Thank you!

Merr Christma !
Blessin fo th Ne Yea !

