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PRELUDE   -   Guy   Ervin   III   
  

WELCOME   AND   ANNOUNCEMENTS   -   Pastor   Julie   Morris   
  

GATHERING   SONG   -   “ O   Come,   O   Come,   Emmanuel”   (arr.   Rain   for   Roots)     
  

O   come,   O   come,   Emmanuel.  
O   come,   O   come,   Emmanuel   
O   come,   O   come,   Emmanuel.  
O   come,   O   come,   Emmanuel.  

  
Verse   1   

O   come,   O   come,   Emmanuel,   and   ransom   captive   Israel,   
that   mourns   in   lonely   exile   here,   until   the   Son   of   God   appear.   

  
Chorus   

Rejoice!   Rejoice!   Emmanuel   shall   come   to   thee,   O   Israel.   
  

Verse   2   
O   come,   Thou   Dayspring,   come   and   cheer   our   spirits   by   Thine   advent   here;   
disperse   the   gloomy   clouds   of   night,   and   death’s   dark   shadows   put   to   flight.   

  
Chorus    (sing   twice)   

  
O   come,   O   come,   Emmanuel.  
O   come,   O   come,   Emmanuel   
O   come,   O   come,   Emmanuel.  
O   come,   O   come,   Emmanuel.  

  



P Blessed   be   God,   Father,   ☩   Son,   and   Holy   Spirit,   
whose   forgiveness   is   sure   and   whose   steadfast   love   endures   forever.   

C Amen.   
  

CONFESSION   AND   FORGIVENESS     
  

P Together   let   us   honestly   and   humbly   confess   that   we   have   not   lived   as   God   
desires.   

  

Silence   is   kept   for   reflection.   
  

P Loving   and   forgiving   God,   
C we   confess   that   we   are   held   captive   by   sin.   In   spite   of   our   best   efforts,   we   

have   gone   astray.   We   have   not   welcomed   the   stranger;   we   have   not   loved   
our   neighbor;   we   have   not   been   Christ   to   one   another.   Restore   us,   O   God.  
Wake   us   up   and   turn   us   from   our   sin.   Renew   us   each   day   in   the   light   of   
Christ.     

P People   of   God,   hear   this   glad   news:   by   God’s   endless   grace   your   sins   are   
forgiven,   and   you   are   free—free   from   all   that   holds   you   back   and   free   to   live   
in   the   peaceable   realm   of   God.   May   you   be   strengthened   in   God’s   love,   
☩   comforted   by   Christ’s   peace,   and   accompanied   with   the   power   of   the   Holy   
Spirit.   

C Amen.   
  

KYRIE   -     “Kyrie   Eleison”   -   ELW   155   (sing   in   Greek)   
  

  
P The   grace   of   our   Lord   Jesus   Christ,   the   love   of   God   and   the   communion   of   

the   Holy   Spirit   be   with   you   all.   
C And   also   with   you.   



PRAYER   OF   THE   DAY  
  

P Stir   up   your   power,   Lord   Christ,   and   come.   With   your   abundant   grace   and   
might,   free   us   from   the   sin   that   would   obstruct   your   mercy,   that   willingly   we   
may   bear   your   redeeming   love   to   all   the   world,   for   you   live   and   reign   with   the   
Father   and   the   Holy   Spirit,   one   God,   now   and   forever.   

C Amen.   
  

CHILDREN’S   MESSAGE:   LIGHTING   THE   ADVENT   WREATH   

  
  

FIRST   READING:   2   Samuel   7�1-11,   16   (Video   reading   by   Julie   Merrick)   
Instead   of   David   building   a   house   (temple)   for   God,   God   promises   to   establish   David’s   house   
(dynasty)   forever.   Centuries   later,   after   the   Babylonian   exile,   no   king   sat   on   the   throne.   Even   then,   
however,   the   people   of   Israel   remembered   this   promise   and   continued   to   hope   for   a   king,   the   
messiah,   God’s   anointed.   

  

1 Now   when   the   king   was   settled   in   his   house,   and   the   Lord   had   given   him   rest   
from   all   his   enemies   around   him,    2 the   king   said   to   the   prophet   Nathan,   “See   now,   I   
am   living   in   a   house   of   cedar,   but   the   ark   of   God   stays   in   a   tent.”    3 Nathan   said   to   the   
king,   “Go,   do   all   that   you   have   in   mind;   for   the   Lord   is   with   you.”   

  
4 But   that   same   night   the   word   of   the   Lord   came   to   Nathan:    5 Go   and   tell   my   

servant   David:   Thus   says   the   Lord:   Are   you   the   one   to   build   me   a   house   to   live   in?    6 I   
have   not   lived   in   a   house   since   the   day   I   brought   up   the   people   of   Israel   from   Egypt   
to   this   day,   but   I   have   been   moving   about   in   a   tent   and   a   tabernacle.    7 Wherever   I   
have   moved   about   among   all   the   people   of   Israel,   did   I   ever   speak   a   word   with   any   
of   the   tribal   leaders   of   Israel,   whom   I   commanded   to   shepherd   my   people   Israel,   
saying,   “Why   have   you   not   built   me   a   house   of   cedar?”    8 Now   therefore   thus   you   
shall   say   to   my   servant   David:   Thus   says   the   Lord   of   hosts:   I   took   you   from   the  
pasture,   from   following   the   sheep   to   be   prince   over   my   people   Israel;    9 and   I   have   



been   with   you   wherever   you   went,   and   have   cut   off   all   your   enemies   from   before   
you;   and   I   will   make   for   you   a   great   name,   like   the   name   of   the   great   ones   of   the   
earth.    10 And   I   will   appoint   a   place   for   my   people   Israel   and   will   plant   them,   so   that   
they   may   live   in   their   own   place,   and   be   disturbed   no   more;   and   evildoers   shall   
afflict   them   no   more,   as   formerly,    11 from   the   time   that   I   appointed   judges   over   my   
people   Israel;   and   I   will   give   you   rest   from   all   your   enemies.   Moreover   the   Lord   
declares   to   you   that   the   Lord   will   make   you   a   house.    16 Your   house   and   your   
kingdom   shall   be   made   sure   forever   before   me;   your   throne   shall   be   established   
forever.   

  
L Word   of   God,   word   of   life.   
C Thanks   be   to   God.  

  
SONG   OF   RESPONSE   -   “Magnificat”   (Paris)   

  
Chorus   

My   soul   magnifies   the   Lord.   
My   spirit   rejoices   in   God.   

My   soul   magnifies   the   Lord   
My   spirit   rejoices   in   God.   

  
Verse   

For   He   who   is   mighty   has   done   great   things   for   me.   
Holy,   holy,   holy,   holy,   holy,   holy   is   His   name.   

  
Luke   1�50-54   

You   have   mercy   on   those   who   fear   you,   from   generation   to   generation.   
You   have   come   to   the   aid   of   your   servant   Israel,   

to   remember   the   promise   of   mercy,   
the   promise   made   to   our   forebears,   

to   Abraham   and   his   children   forever.   
  

Chorus   
Verse   

Chorus   and   Verse   
Chorus   

  

  



SECOND   READING:  Romans   16�25-27   (Video   reading   by   Kaitlyn   Edwards)   
Paul   closes   his   letter   to   the   Romans   by   praising   God   because,   in   the   proclamation   of   the   gospel   of   
Jesus   Christ,   God   has   revealed   the   promised,   divine   plan   of   salvation   for   all   humanity.   Paul   
proclaims   this   gospel   of   Christ   in   order   to   bring   about   the   obedience   of   faith   among   all   nations.   
  

25 Now   to   God   who   is   able   to   strengthen   you   according   to   my   gospel   and   the   
proclamation   of   Jesus   Christ,   according   to   the   revelation   of   the   mystery   that   was   
kept   secret   for   long   ages    26 but   is   now   disclosed,   and   through   the   prophetic   
writings   is   made   known   to   all   the   Gentiles,   according   to   the   command   of   the   
eternal   God,   to   bring   about   the   obedience   of   faith— 27 to   the   only   wise   God,   through   
Jesus   Christ,   to   whom   be   the   glory   forever!   Amen.   

  
L Word   of   God,   word   of   life.   
C Thanks   be   to   God.  

  
As   able,   the   assembly   stands   to   welcome   the   Gospel.   
GOSPEL   ACCLAMATION   –   “Advent   Gospel   Acclamation”   (Pishner)   -   sing   twice   

  

  
  

GOSPEL:   Luke   1�26-38   
In   this   annunciation,   Luke   makes   clear   that   God   comes   with   good   news   for   ordinary   people   from   
little   known   places.   This   king   will   not   be   born   to   royalty   in   a   palace,   but   to   common   folk   in   a   stall.   
Here   Luke   highlights   the   role   of   the   Spirit,   a   special   emphasis   in   this   gospel.   
  

P The   Holy   Gospel   of   our   Savior   Jesus   Christ,   according   to   Luke.   
C Glory   to   you,   O   Lord.   

  
26 In   the   sixth   month   the   angel   Gabriel   was   sent   by   God   to   a   town   in   Galilee   

called   Nazareth,    27 to   a   virgin   engaged   to   a   man   whose   name   was   Joseph,   of   the   
house   of   David.   The   virgin’s   name   was   Mary.    28 And   he   came   to   her   and   said,   
“Greetings,   favored   one!   The   Lord   is   with   you.”    29 But   she   was   much   perplexed   by   
his   words   and   pondered   what   sort   of   greeting   this   might   be.     



30 The   angel   said   to   her,   “Do   not   be   afraid,   Mary,   for   you   have   found   favor   with   
God.    31 And   now,   you   will   conceive   in   your   womb   and   bear   a   son,   and   you   will   name   
him   Jesus.    32 He   will   be   great,   and   will   be   called   the   Son   of   the   Most   High,   and   the   
Lord   God   will   give   to   him   the   throne   of   his   ancestor   David.    33 He   will   reign   over   the   
house   of   Jacob   forever,   and   of   his   kingdom   there   will   be   no   end.”    34 Mary   said   to   the   
angel,   “How   can   this   be,   since   I   am   a   virgin?”    35 The   angel   said   to   her,   “The   Holy  
Spirit   will   come   upon   you,   and   the   power   of   the   Most   High   will   overshadow   you;   
therefore   the   child   to   be   born   will   be   holy;   he   will   be   called   Son   of   God.    36 And   now,   
your   relative   Elizabeth   in   her   old   age   has   also   conceived   a   son;   and   this   is   the   sixth   
month   for   her   who   was   said   to   be   barren.    37 For   nothing   will   be   impossible   with   
God.”    38 Then   Mary   said,   “Here   am   I,   the   servant   of   the   Lord;   let   it   be   with   me   
according   to   your   word.”   Then   the   angel   departed   from   her.   
  

P The   Gospel   of   the   Lord.   
C Praise   to   you,   O   Christ.   
The   assembly   is   seated.   

  
  

SERMON   -   Vicar   Amanda   Berg   
  
  



As   able,   the   assembly   stands   to   proclaim   the   word   of   God   in   song.   
SONG   OF   THE   DAY  -    “Unexpected   and   Mysterious”     

  
  

APOSTLES’   CREED     
  

I   believe   in   God,   the   Father   almighty,   
      creator   of   heaven   and   earth.   

  



I   believe   in   Jesus   Christ,   God’s   only   Son,   Our   Lord.   
      He   was   conceived   by   the   power   of   the   Holy   Spirit   
      and   born   of   the   Virgin   Mary.  

He   suffered   under   Pontius   Pilate,   
      was   crucified,   died,   and   was   buried.   
      He   descended   to   the   dead.  
      On   the   third   day   he   rose   again.   
      He   ascended   into   heaven,   
      and   is   seated   at   the   right   hand   of   the   Father.   
      He   will   come   again   to   judge   the   living   and   the   dead.   

I   believe   in   the   Holy   Spirit,   
the   holy   catholic   Church,   
the   communion   of   saints,   
the   forgiveness   of   sins,   
the   resurrection   of   the   body,   
and   the   life   everlasting.   Amen.   

  
The   assembly   may   be   seated.   
PRAYERS   OF   INTERCESSION   
  

A God   of   power   and   might,   fulfill   your   promise   and   come   quickly   to   this   weary   
world.   Hear   our   prayers   for   everyone   in   need.   

  
Gracious   God,   all   generations   call   you   blessed.   In   this   holy   season   we   pray   for   
our   neighbors   of   other   denominations   and   faiths.   Inspire   the   faith   of   their   
people.   Cultivate   understanding   among   us   and   strengthen   us   in   love   and   
service   to   our   community.   Lord,   in   your   mercy,    hear   our   prayer.   
  

Creator   God,   you   scatter   the   proud.   Everything   we   have   belongs   first   to   you.   
Bless   and   protect   the   seas,   mountains,   plains,   forests,   skies,   and   soils   that   
surround   us.   Give   us   humility   as   we   tend   them   and   teach   us   to   be   good   
stewards   of   your   creation.   Lord,   in   your   mercy,    hear   our   prayer .   
  

Compassionate   God,   you   fill   the   hungry   with   good   things   and   send   the   rich   
away   empty   to   learn   lessons   of   mercy.   Nourish   those   who   lack   access   to   
adequate   food   and   nutrition.   Bless   the   work   of   advocates,   community  
organizations,   and   food   pantries,   including   Friends   of   Fieldworkers,   the   
Abundant   Table,   Project   Hope,   and   Food   Share.   Encourage   others   to   provide   
for   their   neighbors   in   need.    Lord,   in   your   mercy,    hear   our   prayer.   

  
           God   of   the   powerful   and   helpless,   you   clothe   us   with   strength   when   our   

spirits   are   weak   and   weary.   Bestow   your   spirit   upon   this   congregation   and   
empower   us   to   comfort   the   people   who   turn   to   us   in   times   of   need   and   to   
offer   Gifts   of   Hope.   Make   your   church   a   place   of   refuge   and   healing.     Lord,   in   
your   mercy,    hear   our   prayer.   



A Healing   God,   you   pour   out   mercy   to   all   who   cry   out   to   you.   Be   with   people   
who   find   the   holiday   season   to   be   a   difficult   time   because   of   grief   and   losses.   
Surround   everyone   in   need   of   healing   in   body,   mind,   or   spirit   with   your   
tender   presence ,    especially   those   on   our   prayer   list    (names   from   bulletin   list) .   
Lord,   in   your   mercy,    hear   our   prayer.   
  

Eternal   God,   you   are   faithful   to   the   promises   you   made   to   our   forebears.   As   
we   remember   Mary’s   courage   today   in   saying   “Yes”   to   God,   we   give   thanks   
for   the   ministry   of   our   ancestors   who   organized,   planned,   dreamed,   
encouraged,   and   reached   out   as   they   served   you.   We   give   thanks   for   the   bold   
vision   of   female   leaders   in   our   own   time,   including   Pastor   Julie   and   Vicar   
Amanda.   Inspire   others   with   their   steadfast   witness.   Lord,   in   your   mercy,   
hear   our   prayer.   

  
Draw   near   to   us,   O   God,   and   receive   our   prayers   for   the   sake   of   your   Son,   
Jesus   Christ   our   Lord.   

C Amen.   
  

PEACE   
  

P The   peace   of   Christ   be   with   you   always.      
C And   also   with   you.   

  
OFFERING   SONG   -   “Come   Now,   O   Prince   of   Peace”   -   ELW   247   

  

  
  



As   able,   the   assembly   stands   for   the   Great   Thanksgiving.   
GREAT   THANKSGIVING   
  

P The   Lord   be   with   you.   
C And   also   with   you.   
P Lift   up   your   hearts.   
C We   lift   them   to   the   Lord.   
P Let   us   give   thanks   to   the   Lord   our   God.   
C It   is   right   to   give   our   thanks   and   praise.   

  
P It   is   indeed   right,   our   duty   and   our   joy,   that   we   should   at   all   times   and   in   all   

places   give   thanks   and   praise   to   you,   almighty   and   merciful   God,   through   our   
Savior   Jesus   Christ.   You   comforted   your   people   with   the   promise   of   the   
Redeemer,   through   whom   you   will   also   make   all   things   new   in   the   day   when   
he   comes   to   judge   the   world   in   righteousness.   And   so,   with   all   the   choirs   of   
angels,   with   the   church   on   earth   and   the   hosts   of   heaven,   we   praise   your   
name   and   join   their   unending   hymn:   

  

  
  



P Holy   One,   the   beginning   and   the   end,   the   giver   of   life:   
Blessed   are   you   for   the   birth   of   creation.   
Blessed   are   you   in   the   darkness   and   in   the   light.   
Blessed   are   you   for   your   promise   to   your   people.   
Blessed   are   you   in   the   prophets’   hopes   and   dreams.   
Blessed   are   you   for   Mary’s   openness   to   your   will.   
Blessed   are   you   for   your   Son   Jesus,   the   Word   made   flesh.   
  

In   the   night   in   which   he   was   betrayed,   
our   Lord   Jesus   took   bread,   and   gave   thanks;   
broke   it,   and   gave   it   to   his   disciples,   saying:   
Take   and   eat;   this   is   my   body,   given   for   you.   
Do   this   for   the   remembrance   of   me.   
  

Again,   after   supper,   he   took   the   cup,   gave   thanks,  
and   gave   it   for   all   to   drink,   saying:   
This   cup   is   the   new   covenant   in   my   blood,   
shed   for   you   and   for   all   people   for   the   forgiveness   of   sin.   
Do   this   for   the   remembrance   of   me.   
Let   us   proclaim   the   mystery   of   faith:   

C Christ   has   died.   
Christ   is   risen.   
Christ   will   come   again.   
  

P Loving   God,   send   your   Spirit   upon   these   gifts   of   your   church;   
gather   into   one   all   who   desire   to   share   this   bread   and   wine;   
and   fill   us   with   your   Holy   Spirit.   
All   praise   and   glory   are   yours,   
Holy   One   of   Israel,   Word   of   God   incarnate,   
Power   of   the   Most   High,   one   God,   now   and   forever.   

C Amen.   
  

P Gathered   into   one   by   the   Holy   Spirit,   let   us   pray   as   Jesus   taught   us.   
C Our   Father   in   heaven,     

hallowed   be   your   name,   
your   kingdom   come,   
your   will   be   done,   on   earth   as   in   heaven.   
Give   us   today   our   daily   bread.   
Forgive   us   our   sins   as   we   forgive   those   
who   sin   against   us.   
Save   us   from   the   time   of   trial   
and   deliver   us   from   evil.   
For   the   kingdom,   the   power,   
and   the   glory   are   yours,     
now   and   forever.   Amen.   



BREAKING   OF   THE   BREAD   AND   INVITATION   TO   COMMUNION   
  

P Even   as   we   watch   and   wait,   Christ   is   here.     
The   assembly   may   be   seated.   

  
“What   Feast   of   Love”   -   ELW   487,   verse   1   

  

  
PRAYER   OF   SPIRITUAL   COMMUNION   
A   spiritual   communion   is   a   personal   devotion   that   anyone   can   pray   at   any   time   to   express   their   
desire   to   receive   Holy   Communion   at   that   moment,   but   in   which   circumstances   impede   them   from   
actually   receiving   Holy   Communion.    As   Martin   Luther   once   wrote:   “I   can   enjoy   the   sacrament   …   
every   day   if   only   I   keep   my   eyes   on   the   promise,   that   is,   on   the   words   and   promise   of   Christ,   which   
feeds   and   strengthens   my   faith.”     
  

The   Assisting   Minister   invites   those   joining   from   home   to   say   the   following   prayer:   
Jesus,   my   savior   and   friend,   thank   you   for   your   presence   in   the   
Sacrament   of   Holy   Communion   and   your   presence   with   us   here   and   
now.    Trusting   your   words,   “This   is   my   body;   this   is   my   blood—given   
for   you,”   I   welcome   you   into   my   heart.    Let   my   life   witness   to   your   
grace   and   peace.    Strengthen   all   of   us   with   faith,   hope   and   love   until   
we   can   meet   at   your   table   again.   Amen.   1

  

1  Adapted   by   Pastor   Julie   from   prayers   written   by   Bishop   Guy   Erwin   and   St.   Alphonsus   Liguori.   



  
COMMUNION   SONG   -   “God   of   the   Poor   (Beauty   in   Brokenness)”   -   Kendrick   

  

  



  
  

PRAYER   AFTER   COMMUNION   
  

P God   for   whom   we   wait,   in   this   meal   you   give   us   a   foretaste   of   that   day   
when   the   hungry   will   be   fed   with   good   things.   Send   us   forth   to   make   
known   your   deeds   and   to   proclaim   the   greatness   of   your   name,   through   
Jesus   Christ,   our   Savior   and   Lord.   

C Amen.   
  

BLESSING   
  

P The   Creator   of   the   stars   bless   your   Advent   waiting,   
☩   the   long-expected   Savior   fill   you   with   love,   
the   unexpected   Spirit   guide   your   journey,   
now   and   forever.   

C Amen.   
  

DISMISSAL   
  

P Go   in   peace.   Prepare   the   way   of   the   Lord.   
C Thanks   be   to   God.   

  
POSTLUDE   -   Guy   Ervin   III   

  
Thanks   to   our   Youth   Band   -   Tiana   Stouch,   Ben   Fisher,   and   Joe   Zimmerly   -     

for   their   wonderful   music   this   morning!   
  

The   flowers   at   the   altar   are   given     
by   Melissa   and   Gordon   Henry   in   loving   memory   of   Lois   Greason,   

by   Jim   and   Susan   Prosser   in   honor   of   Jeffrey’s   birthday,   and     
by   Keith   and   Jan   Mason   for   the   blessing   of   their   66th   wedding   anniversary.   



Permission   to   podcast/stream   the   music   in   this   service   obtained   from   ONE   LICENSE,   
License   #A-722573   and   CCLI   License   #2022482.   Images   from   

sundaysandseasons.com   used   with   permission   from   Augsburg   Fortress.   
  

Join   us   for    Community   Conversation   Time   on   Zoom    following   this   service!   Grab   a   
cup   of   coffee   or   tea   and   some   treats   and   visit   with   us.   Here   is   the    Zoom   link :   

http://bit.ly/CommunityConversationTime .     
Or   to   join   by   phone,   call    1   669   900   6833.    You   will   be   asked   for   the     

meeting   ID   (889   0267   0619)    and    passcode   (302996) .   
  

Let   us   know   you’re   watching   us   online   -   fill   out   our   connection   card:   
https://bit.ly/MCLCConnect .     

  
Come   to   the   Table:   Mount   Cross   is   offering    Drive-Through   Communion    today   

from   11�00   a.m.   to   12�30   p.m.   We   ask   that   you   please   consider   your   vulnerabilities   
and   risk   factors   before   choosing   to   participate   in   drive-through   Communion.     

  

  

  

PRAYER   CONCERNS   from   MOUNT   CROSS   
  

We   pray   for   an   end   to   the   coronavirus,   for   doctors,   nurses,   and   caretakers,   
for   researchers,   all   involved   in   the   vaccine   efforts,   and     

for   the   families   grieving   the   loss   of   each   victim.      
  

We   pray   also   for   Angelica    (friend   of   the   Marroquin   family),    Elizabeth   A,   
Robert   and   Robin   A    (friends   of   Becky   &   Ken   Riley),    Roger   Allmandinger   
(brother-in-law   of   Jim   &   Susan   Prosser),    Sharon   Benner    (sister   of   Karen   

Gramacki) ,   Cynthia   Bishop    (friend   of   Bob   and   Judy   Winters),    Mike   
Carpenter,   Terry   Cline    (relative   of   Jim   &   Karen   Gramacki) ,   Rob   Conant   

(boyfriend   of   Mary   Goodenough’s   daughter),    Stephanie   Copenhaver    (friend   
of   Kathleen   Jones)    Howard   Corey,   the   family   of   Barbara   D’Addario,     

Travis   and   Jacquanna   Davis,   Sonja   Demeter,   Tom   Demeter    (uncle   of   Allison   
Johnson),    Bob   Edell,   Steve   Engh    (friend   of   Gayle   &   Cy   Johnson),    the   family   of   
Edith   Frederick,   Ron   Higginbotham,   Charles   Hilley,     Michael   Mann    (nephew   
of   Keith   Selbrede),    Sandra   Manning    (friend   of   Judy   Winters),    Norm   Morgan,   

Karen   Nelson,   Lisa   Saner,   the   family   of   Jerry   Schumann    (Janet   Kessler’s   
daughter-in-law’s   father),    Patricia   Springer    (mother   of   Joan   Brundage),     
the   family   of   Madaline   Statton,   Mike   Turek    (friend   of   the   Henrys),    the   

family   of   Dominic   Valenzano    (friend   of   Herb   and   Jo   Holler),    Bill   Voigt    (father   
of   Heather   Edwards),    Lisa   and   Kurt   Wyrick    (friend   of   Becky   &   Ken   Riley).   

  
Unless   otherwise   specified,   prayer   requests   remain   in   the   bulletin   for   four   weeks.     

If   you   would   like   to   add   or   remove   someone   to   or   from   the   prayer   list,   please     
e-mail   the   church   office   at   office@mountcross.com   or   call   805.482.3847.   

http://bit.ly/CommunityConversationTime
https://bit.ly/MCLCConnect?fbclid=IwAR3YjH6lag76siRUFJrJPwLR5Cl-0K-1-rk_VeN2MF1cFPp99r38KdFZJw0


  
The   Week   at   a   Glance     

  
Most   of   our   regular   programs   are     
on   break   for   the   next   three   weeks,   

beginning   tonight.   
  
  

Monday,   December   21,   2020   
Monday   Meditation,   3�00   p.m.     

The   Monday   Meditation   group   meets   at   3�00   p.m.   To   
join   by   computer   or   smart   phone/tablet   go   to   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83666658855    or    to   call   
on   your   phone,   dial   1   (669)   900-6833.   You   will   be   asked   

to   enter   the   Meeting   ID   which   is   836   6665   8855    and   
then   push   pound   (#).     

  
Longest   Night,   7�00   p.m.   

The   Southwestern   Texas   Synod   is   offering   a   
pre-recorded   worship   service   for   all   those   who   may   be   
struggling   this   season:    The   Longest   Night:   A   Service   of   
Readings,   Prayer,   Music,   and   Candlelight .   Grief,   loss,   

loneliness,   COVID,   and   so   many   changes   and   
challenges   in   our   world   leave   many   of   us   feeling   far   
from   “tidings   of   comfort   and   joy.”   The   Longest   Night   

service   is   a   guided   time   of   quiet   and   reflection   on   the   
life-giving   word   of   God.   We   will   debut   the   service   at   

7�00   p.m.    on   our   Facebook   page   
( www.facebook.com/MountCross/live )   and   YouTube  
Channel   ( Mount   Cross   Lutheran   Church,   Camarillo,   
CA ),   and   will   be   available   for   people   to   watch   anytime   
after   that.   Any   questions,   please   contact   Pastor   Julie.     

  
Tuesday,   December   22,   2020   
Upper   Room   Zoom,   12�00   noon   

Upper   Room   Zoom   meets   on   Tuesdays   and   Thursdays   
(but   not   on   Christmas   Eve) .   It’s   a   nice   15-minute   break   

in   your   day   that   includes   scripture,   prayer,   and   
relaxing   video/audio .    Join   us   as   often   as   you'd   like.     

  

  
Join:    http://bit.ly/MCUpperRoomZoom   

OR,   you   can   call   in   on   a   phone.   Dial   1   (408)   638   
0968.    You   will   be   asked   for   a   Meeting   ID.    It   is   

847   4745   9576,   then   push   pound   (#).   
  

Thursday,   December   24,   2020   
Christmas   Eve   

Drive-through   Communion,   
3�00-4�30   p.m.   

We   will   be   offering    Drive-through   Communion   
Christmas   Eve   afternoon   from    3�00-4�30   p.m.   
We   need   volunteers   to   assist   with   distributing   

communion   and   being   an   usher   or   greeter.   
Please   sign   up   to   help:   

https://bit.ly/ChristmasEveCommunion     
  

Pre-recorded   Christmas   Eve   
Service,   5�00   p.m.   

Our    Christmas   Eve    service   will   be   
pre-recorded,   to   air   at   5�00   p.m.   on    December   

24 ,   including   the   debut   of   our   “Silent   Night”   
virtual   choir   video.   

  
Friday,   December   25,   2020   

Church   Office   CLOSED   
Merry   Christmas!   

  
Next   Sunday,     

December   27,   2020   
Pre-recorded   Christmas     

Lessons   &   Carols,   9�30   a.m.   
There   will   be    online   worship   only    at   9�30   a.m.   

and    NO   Drive-through   Communion    so   that   our   
worship   team   and   other   volunteers   get   a   break.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83666658855
http://www.facebook.com/MountCross/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaLKW7cvLPO2v8jlrQPq8nw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaLKW7cvLPO2v8jlrQPq8nw
http://bit.ly/MCUpperRoomZoom
https://bit.ly/ChristmasEveCommunion


  
  

Announcements   
Sunday   Worship   

The   Re-Opening   Committee   has   approved   a     
testing   phase   for   outdoor   worship.   Email  

office@mountcross.com   or   call   805-482-3847   if   you     
are   interested   in   attending   the   service   in   person.     

When   arriving   for   Sunday   morning   worship,   
participants   should   park   in   designated   areas   or   on     

the   street;   sign   in   and   have   their   temperature   taken;   
wear   a   mask;   practice   social   distancing;   bring   a   chair     

(some   chairs   available).   
Thank   you   in   advance   for   helping   to     
make   this   a   safe   worship   experience!   

  

Help   with   Sunday   Worship     
and   Communion   

We   are   looking   for   help   to   make   Sunday   worship   
and   drive-through   Communion   possible.     If   you   

would   like   to   sign   up    to   help   set   up   or   as   a   
parking   lot   usher,   greeter,   or   communion   

assistant,   please   sign   up   at   
http://bit.ly/WorshipandCommunionAssistants   

or   call   the   office   at   (805)   482-3847.   
  If   you'd   like   to   serve   as   a   lector,   intercessor,   or   

musician   on   a   Sunday,   either   by   joining   us   on-site   
for   the   live   stream   or   by   recording   in   advance,     

please   contact   the   office.   
  

        Children,   Youth,   and   Family   Ministry   
To   find   out   about   our   programs,   

email   Joe    ( joe@mountcross.com )   for     
other   details   or   questions.   

  
Virtual   Reading   of   the   Christmas   Story   

Are   you   interested   in   participating   in   a   virtual   reading   
of   the   Christmas   Story   through   the   Gospel   of   Luke?   
We   are   asking   for    children   and   youth   volunteers    to   

be   readers   and   actors   which   can   all   be   done   from   
your   home.   If   you   are   interested,   please   sign   up   using   

this   link:    https://signup.com/go/snxqMcf   
  

Christmas   Tag   Fundraiser     
It's   the   night   before   Christmas   and   as   you   are   

wrapping   your   last   few   presents   you   wonder,   "Where   
are   my   gift   tags?"   This   year,   Mount   Cross   is   selling   

gift   tags   made   by   our   children   and   youth   -   a   pack   of   
25   gift   tags   for   only   $5 !   We   will   be   selling   these   tags   

this   weekend   during   Drive-through   Communion.     
See   you   there!     

  

  

Outdoor   Christmas   Tree   Decorations   
For   our   Christmas   Drive-through   Communion   

and   Christmas   season,   we   want   to   decorate   the   
trees   that   you   see   when   you   first   pull   into   the   

parking   lot.   If   you   would   like   to   donate   an   
unbreakable   ornament   -   store-bought   or   

homemade   -   for   our   tree,   please   bring   it   to   
Drive-through   Communion   this   Sunday   or   drop   it   
by   the   office   Monday-Wednesday,   1�00-5�00   p.m.   

  

Gifts   of   Hop e   
This   year   our   Gifts   of   Hope   campaign   will   again   

lift   up    Friends   of   Fieldworkers .   
Friends   of   Fieldworkers   is   a   non-profit   charity   

established   to   help   improve   the   lives   of   the   
families   of   fieldworkers   in   Ventura   County.   They   
receive   contributions   of   cash   and   in-kind   gifts   

(clothing,   bedding,   books,   household   items,   
furniture,   etc.),   sponsor   activities   for   children,   
and   provide   assistance   with   such   matters   as   

education   and   healthcare.   To   contribute,     
check   us   out   during   Drive-thru   Communion,     

call   the   church   office   or   Gordon   Henry   
(805-279-9250),   or   contribute   online.   

  

More   Ways   to   Give   
Thank   you,   Mount   Cross   congregation,   for   all   the   
generosity   you   have   shown   in   these   times   of   trial!   
We   want   to   make   it   as   simple   as   possible   for   you.     
If   you'd   like   to   give   to   Mount   Cross   on   your   cell   

phone   or   tablet,   download   Vanco's   free   GivePlus   
app   from   the   App   Store   or   Google   Play,   enter   zip   

code   93010,   and   choose   Mount   Cross.   Please   
email   any   questions   about   giving   and/or   the   April   
Year-To-Date   statements   to   Financial   Secretary   
Joan   Brundage   at   jbrundage@mountcross.com.   

Also,   if   you   haven't   already,   choose   Mount   Cross   
Lutheran   Church   as   your   non-profit   to   support   

on   smile.amazon.com   so   0.5%   of   purchases   will   go   
to   Mount   Cross.   Thank   you!   

  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

http://bit.ly/WorshipandCommunionAssistants
mailto:joe@mountcross.com
https://mountcross.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c723f72cf63d32c1791ccb1b1&id=e73f4f2949&e=9d5e5c2504


FROM   THE   STEWARDSHIP   TEAM   
  

GIVING   ENVELOPE   BOXES    –    TODAY,   December   20 ,   the   remaining   requested   
2021   boxed   numbered    giving   envelopes   are   available    at   the   greeter’s   station   
during   both   live   Worship   and   Drive-through   Communion.   We   realized   that     

we   had   missed   a   few   people   who   had   been   on   campus   the   previous   two   Sundays   
and   we   hope   to   catch   you   this   Sunday.    Ask   about   your   envelopes     

if   you   have   made   a   request   and   we   will   also   be   on   the   lookout   for   you.   
During   the   week   between   Christmas   and   New   Year’s,   Stewardship   Team   

members   will   be   delivering   the   requested   envelope   boxes   that     
remain   unclaimed.    We   want   everyone   who   uses   envelopes   to     

have   them   and   are   happy   to   get   them   to   you.   
  

2021   PLEDGES   AND   TIME   AND   TALENT   FORMS    –   
Thank   you   to   the   wonderful   members   who   have   already   responded   with   

commitments   of   support   through   giving   of   their   Time,   Talent,   and   Treasure   in   
the   upcoming   year.   There   is   no   ignoring   what   an   unusual   time   we   are   in   and   the   
theme   for   the   Stewardship   Campaign   –   “OUR   CHURCH   IN   CHANGING   TIMES   –   

READY   TO   GO   WHERE   GOD   LEADS”    -   gave   recognition   to   that.      
The   commitments   we   request   from   the   congregation   have   to   do     

with   the   second   part    -   being   ready   to   go   where   God   leads   us.   
  

If   you   are   someone   who   makes   a   stack   of   mail   with   the   intent   of   going   through   it   
all   at   once   when   you   have   the   time   OR   who   may   have   set   aside   the   Mount   Cross   

Stewardship   Packet   until   you   had   the   time   to   give   it   careful   consideration   –     
we   offer   a   gentle   nudge   at   this   time   to   ask   you   to   consider   your   ability   to   offer   

Time,   Talent,   and   Treasure   to   Mount   Cross   in   2021.   The   financial   pledge   form   has   
options   to   indicate   a   pledged   amount   or   that   you   will   be   giving   but   cannot   state   

an   amount.   Financial   pledges   greatly   help   the   Church   Council   prepare   the   
Annual   Budget   to   present   to   the   congregation   in   January.   Operating   expenses   

during   COVID   in   some   areas   shifted   to   new   expenses   associated   with   new   
technology   and   methods   for   worship   and   connecting   as   a   congregation   and   our   

financial   requirements   are   not   diminished.   A   surprisingly   large   number   of   
volunteers   have   been   called   upon   to   assist   during   the   COVID   period     

and   knowing   about   your   talents   and   availability   is   also   important     
through   the   Time   and   Talent   form.   

  
You   can   make   your   pledge   online:   

https://bit.ly/MCPledge2021   
and   complete   your   Time   and   Talent   form   as   well:   

https://bit.ly/MCTimeTalent2021   
  

Let   the   church   office   know   if   you   need   forms   or   a   Stewardship   packet.      
You   can   contact   Susan   Prosser,   Stewardship   Chair,   with   any   questions     

at   prosser1@sbcglobal.net   or   805-657-6222.   

https://bit.ly/MCPledge2021
https://bit.ly/MCTimeTalent2021

