Mount Cross Lutheran Church
102 Camino Esplendido, Camarillo, CA 93010
805.482.3847 www.mountcross.com

For those of you worshiping with us in person,
thank you for wearing your mask
and observing social distancing
at all times during the service.

3rd Sunday of Easter
April 18, 2021, 9 30 a.m.

PRELUDE - Guy Ervin III
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS - Pastor Julie Morris
GATHERING SONG - “I Know that My Redeemer Lives” - ELW 619 - Verses 1, 2, & 8

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

C

P
C

We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-ﬁlled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God,
now and forever.
Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE - “This Is the Feast” - ELW Setting 2

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P

C

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be
your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to
the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE - Vicar Amanda Berg

CHILDREN’S SONG - “This Is the Day” (Garrett)

FIRST READING: Acts 3 12-19

After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s promises to
Israel have been fulﬁlled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, God
is offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name.

[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or
why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him
walk?13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our
ancestors has gloriﬁed his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in
the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the
Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you
killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses.
16
And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see
and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in
the presence of all of you.
12

“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers.
In this way God fulﬁlled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his
Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be
wiped out.”
17

18

L
C

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SONG OF RESPONSE - “Now the Green Blade Rises” - ELW 379

SECOND READING: 1 John 3 1-7 (Video recording by Cathy Channels)

God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details of
our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our
sins.

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God;
and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not
know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been
revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we
will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as
he is pure.
1

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You
know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one
who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little
children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just
as he is righteous.
4

L
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

As able, the assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” - ELW 172 (sing 2x’s)

GOSPEL: Luke 24 36b-48

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to
understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a
mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness.

P
C

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ, according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” 37They were startled and terriﬁed, and thought that they were seeing a ghost.
38
He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your
hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see;
for a ghost does not have ﬂesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he
had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?”
42
They gave him a piece of broiled ﬁsh, 43and he took it and ate in their presence.
36b

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still
with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and
the psalms must be fulﬁlled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer
and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness
of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
48
You are witnesses of these things.”
44

P
C

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON - Pastor Julie Morris
As able, the assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

SONG OF THE DAY - “God of Grace and God of Glory” - ELW 705

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was cruciﬁed under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and gloriﬁed,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The assembly may be seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
Living God, as we are ﬁlled with Easter joy, we are still ﬁlled with questions
and wondering. Open our hearts and minds as we encounter your Scriptures,
so that we are open to new ways to live out your Good News of love and
forgiveness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

A

God of All, the nations of the world hunger and thirst for your righteousness.
As we call on you for guidance and strength, enable us to hear your nudges
to step out to do our part to change our world for the better right where we
are. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their
distress. Hold close the hearts of the lonely. Bless those who are sick and
suffering with compassion and return them back to health and wholeness,
especially (those on our prayer list). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Loving God, you have given us such love that we should be called children of
God. Reveal yourself to us so that we will become more and more like you in
our mutual love and be bold in our witness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
God of all times and ages, we need you in our day! Help us to see your hand
in our lives as we increasingly engage again with our school, church, and
community. Help us to not fear the perpetual changes we encounter, but to
go forth in conﬁdence and enthusiasm, knowing you are with us! Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

C

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
P
C

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING SONG - “By Our Love” (Nockels) - (Video by Marion Cole, Carina
McVeigh, and Jerry Warren)

OFFERING PRAYER
P

C

God of love,
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

As able, the assembly stands for the Great Thanksgiving.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter
and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

P

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the ﬂood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

P

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

C

P

C
P
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With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The assembly may be seated.

P

The risen Christ welcomes you.
Receive him with a grateful heart.

LAMB OF GOD - ELW Setting 2

PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

A spiritual communion is a personal devotion that anyone can pray at any time to express their
desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from
actually receiving Holy Communion. As Martin Luther once wrote: “I can enjoy the sacrament …
every day if only I keep my eyes on the promise, that is, on the words and promise of Christ, which
feeds and strengthens my faith.”
All joining from home are invited to say the following prayer:

I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in the bread
and wine, and present in your people, who are gathered in spirit.
In this moment I join with them to receive you in my heart.
(We pause for silent prayer).
Fill us all with your love and grace, and strengthen us to serve the world in your
name. Amen.1

1

Adapted by Pastor Julie from a prayer written by the Anglican Diocese of Niagara.

COMMUNION SONG - “In Christ Alone” (Getty/Townend)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P

C

Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
P

C

May the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus
Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
Our God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
P
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P
C

Rooted in God's grace,
we joyfully witness and serve.

POSTLUDE - Guy Ervin III
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,
License #A-722573 and CCLI License #2022482. Images from sundaysandseasons.com used
with permission from Augsburg Fortress.
Let us know you’re watching us online - ﬁll out our connection card:
https://bit.ly/MCLCConnect.

Join us for Community Conversation Time on Zoom following this service! Grab a cup of
coffee or tea and some treats and visit with us. Here is the Zoom link:
http://bit.ly/CommunityConversationTime.
Or to join by phone, call 1 669 900 6833. You will be asked for the
meeting ID (889 0267 0619) and passcode (302996).
(Beginning in May, this Zoom fellowship will switch to the last Sunday of the month only.)
Come to the Table: Mount Cross is offering Communion reception both in the sanctuary
or in your car from 11 00 a.m. to 12 00 Noon. If you are unable to come inside, we will
serve Communion to those who prefer to remain in their cars.
We ask that you please consider your vulnerabilities and risk factors
before choosing to participate.

PRAYER CONCERNS from MOUNT CROSS
We pray for an end to the coronavirus, for doctors, nurses, and caretakers,
for researchers, all involved in the vaccine efforts, and
for the families grieving the loss of each victim.
We pray for peace, unity, and understanding in our country.
We pray also for Elizabeth A, Cynthia Bishop (friend of Bob and Judy
Winters), Mike Carpenter, Terry Cline (relative of Jim & Karen Gramacki),
Rob Conant (boyfriend of Mary Goodenough’s daughter), Steve Doshier (Paul
Crockett’s brother-in-law), Bob Edell, Steve Engh (friend of Gayle & Cy
Johnson), Nora Fajnor (as she recovers from her kidney donation), Ron
Higginbotham, Charles Hilley, Jo Holler, Joan Husband (friend of Bill &
Glenda Greason), Jack (friend of Melissa Henry), Nancy Jaeger, Ric Kienitz,
Michelle Kolder (daughter of Karen & Joe Diehl), the family of Pauline
Lopez, the family of Kathryn Mann (mother of Marilyn Gardner and
grandmother of Meredith Smith), Karen Nelson, Allan Steele (friend of
Becky & Ken Riley), the family of Laney Zambri.
Unless otherwise speciﬁed, prayer requests remain in the bulletin for four weeks.
If you would like to add or remove someone to or from the prayer list, please
e-mail the church ofﬁce at ofﬁce@mountcross.com or call 805.482.3847.

The Week at a Glance

TODAY, April 18, 2021

Children’s Church Zoom, 9 00-9 20 a.m.
Contact Joe (joe@mountcross.com)
for the Zoom information.

Family Hike, 11 00 a.m.

Join us for an all-church hike at 11 00 a.m. We will be
hiking the Hill Canyon Trail to Hawk Canyon hike in
the Conejo Canyons Open Space. We will be parking at
10241 Hill Canyon Rd, Camarillo, CA 93012 (Santa Rosa
Valley Park). Make sure you bring a mask, sunscreen,
snacks, and water! If you have any questions,
email joe@mountcross.com.

Youth Group, 6 00 p.m.

High School Youth gather with Joe Zimmerly;
email joe@mountcross.com with questions.

Monday, April 19, 2021

Monday Meditation, 3 00 p.m.

The Monday Meditation group meets at 3 00
p.m. To join by computer or smart
phone/tablet go to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83666658855 or
to call on your phone, dial 1 (669) 900-6833.
You will be asked to enter the Meeting ID which
is 836 6665 8855 and then push pound (#).

Tuesday, April 20, 2021

Women’s Bible Study, 9 00 a.m.

The Women’s Bible Study meets at 9 00 a.m.
in the church. Contact Pastor Julie,
pastorjulie@mountcross.com, or Vicar Amanda,
amanda@mountcross.com,
if you have questions.

Upper Room Zoom, 12 00 noon

Upper Room Zoom meets on Tuesdays. It’s a nice
15-minute break in your day that includes scripture,
prayer, and relaxing video/audio. Join as often as you'd
like. Join: http://bit.ly/MCUpperRoomZoom OR, you can
call in on a phone. Dial 1 (408) 638 0968. Meeting ID:
847 4745 9576, push pound (#).

Adult Bible Study, 5 00 p.m.

On Wednesday evenings at 5 00 p.m., we gather
for Bible Study on the upcoming
Sunday’s Gospel. Via Zoom:
http://bit.ly/MCWednesdayNights
OR you can call in by phone, 1 (669) 900 6833.
Meeting ID: 827 1932 0163, Passcode: 615543.

Conﬁrmation, 6 30-8 00 p.m.

Students preparing for Conﬁrmation meet
with Joe Zimmerly on site. Email Joe
(joe@mountcross.com) if you have any
questions.

Thursday, April 22, 2021
Earth Day

Church Council, 7 00 p.m.

The Church Council meets at 7 00 p.m.
via Zoom.

Wednesday, April 21, 2021
Fun with Faith, 5 00 p.m.

Fun with Faith (Preschool through
5th grade) meets with the Children, Youth & Family
staff from 5 00-6 00 p.m., on site. Any questions,
contact Joe at joe@mountcross.com

Sunday Worship

NASA on Unsplash

Announcements

The Re-Opening Committee has approved in-person
attendance for our outdoor worship. Those attending
need to sign in, have their temperature checked, wear
masks, and observe social distancing. We have
some chairs available or you may bring your own.
We also need worship assistants:
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/8892092
8020/false#/invitation. Thank you in advance for
helping to keep Mount Cross safe!

Help with Drive-through and
Sanctuary Communion Reception

We are looking for help to make Sunday Sanctuary and
Drive-through Communion possible. If you would like to
help set up or as a parking lot usher, greeter, or
communion assistant, please sign up at
http://bit.ly/WorshipandCommunionAssistants
or call the ofﬁce at (805) 482-3847.

Children’s Church (Sunday School)

Join us Sundays on Zoom from 9 00-9 20 a.m. for
Children’s Church with a fun story and gathering! Please
print out your children’s bulletins before the meeting.
If you need a hard copy, please message Joe at
joe@mountcross.com.

Children, Youth, and Family Ministry

To ﬁnd out about our programs, email Joe
(joe@mountcross.com) for details or questions.

LWR Backpacks

We have a new batch of fabric waiting to be
transformed into backpacks. Sign out a bag during
drive-through Communion or during the week in
the ofﬁce - or send Melissa Henry a text or email
and she can deliver you a bag. Each bag has
enough supplies to sew 5 simple backpacks... and
takes about an hour to complete. Bring it back to
church when you have sewn it and we'll get
the ropes in before we start ﬁlling them
with school supplies in August.

Legacy Giving/Endowment Requests

The Legacy Giving Team is currently soliciting
requests for distributions from the Endowment
Fund. Requests may be made in the areas of
Missions, Education, Children and Young Adult
Ministry, Worship and Music, as well as capital
projects. Please include requested funding
amount and a justiﬁcation statement. The
Legacy Giving Team will consider all requests and
will submit recommendations to the Church
Councilfor funding.
Provide funding requests to Carol
(ofﬁce@mountcross.com) in the church ofﬁce by
Friday, April 30, 2021. Any grant-requesting
committee or charity will be invited to give a
three-minute presentation on their ministry and
how it serves Mount Cross and our community on
May 16, 2021, at 12 30 p.m.

Virtual Iftar Dinner - Saturday, April 24

Peace Catalyst International is excited to join with the
Islamic Center of Ventura County to present an Iftar at
7 00 p.m. on April 24. An Iftar, also called a Ftoor is the
evening meal with which Muslims end their daily fast at
sunset during Ramadan. You are cordially invited to
observe this meal (or participate with your own meal)
via Zoom by pointing your browser to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88562096026?pwd=VHh5dn
JxOHlBbHZtTGt5enlxSXJIQT09 or by phoning 669 900
6833 and entering the meeting ID (885 6209 6026) and
passcode (200613) when prompted. This event is free,
and all are welcome, so feel free to pass the word along
to friends and family who may be interested.

Lutherans Restoring Creation
Next Sunday, April 25

Music Ministry Zoom Gathering

As Music Director for this year of transition, I'd
like to hear about your experiences with Music
Ministry at Mount Cross. As we work to ﬁgure out
how to make music safely as a community, what
are your experiences, dreams, hopes, visions?
What would you want me to know about Music
Ministry at Mount Cross?
Whether you've been a part of the various music
groups here in the past or are interested in being
involved going forward, if you love music and
want to be part of the conversation, you're
welcome to join me at a Zoom meeting on
Wednesday, April 28, from 7 00-8 00 p.m.:
http://bit.ly/MCMusicZoom
Meeting ID: 820 3969 3655 / Passcode: music123
Or join by phone: +1-669- 900-6833, Meeting ID:
82039693655, Passcode: 43275198.
I look forward to talking with you. Carol Browning

Vaccine Sign-up Site

All adults in California are now eligible
to receive a COVID-19 vaccine!
Please visit venturacountyrecovers.org to
schedule your vaccination appointment. If you are
having trouble getting a vaccine appointment
through the county website, you can try
myturn.ca.gov. Unlike venturacountyrecovers.org,
you can make both ﬁrst and second dose
appointments at the same time. The myturn site
also appears to show more availability.
The ELCA is inviting you to attend a virtual worship
service for Earth Day this year, put together by Lutherans
Restoring Creation. It will be a celebration of our
beautiful planet, with a sermon by Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton. The service will be livestreamed on Facebook and
YouTube on Sunday, April 25, available 6 00 a.m. PDT or
after. Visit Lutherans Restoring Creation | Facebook
or search www.youtube.com for Lutherans
Restoring Creation.

Anti-Racism Work of the Week:

Altar Flowers

We have altar ﬂowers, when requested, for our
outdoor worship. To request ﬂowers:
http://bit.ly/AltarFlowers2021. The cost remains
$35.00; you are welcome to take the arrangement
home with you after worship, or pick it up at
Drive-through Communion. If you are not present
but would still like ﬂowers for a special occasion,
please let us know and we can deliver the
arrangement to a homebound member to enjoy.

More Ways to Give

Court Vindicates Black Ofﬁcer Fired for Stopping
Colleague’s Chokehold - The New York Times
(nytimes.com)
Take a deep breath and read this article. We need to
learn to move past our initial thoughts/responses and
see what happens to our bodies as we read this. Pause
and listen for all the 'what abouts' in your head. That's
white supremacy in action. That's our built-in response.
Find someone else to read the article too - then talk over
your answers to these questions.

Thank you, Mount Cross congregation, for all the
generosity you have shown in these times of trial!
To give to Mount Cross on your cell phone or
tablet, download Vanco's free GivePlus app from
the App Store or Google Play, enter zip code
93010, and choose Mount Cross. Please email any
questions about giving and/or statements to
Financial Secretary Joan Brundage at
jbrundage@mountcross.com.

Who else could have intervened? Why didn't they? What
are all of the systems at play in this situation? What is
their role? How could this have gone differently? What
else might to Cariol Horne be owed besides getting her
pension back? What are the ripple effects of this case
alone? What are your thoughts? And many thanks to
Desta Goehner for the link and questions.

If you haven’t already done so, choose Mount
Cross Lutheran Church as your non-proﬁt to
support on smile.amazon.com so 0.5% of
purchases will go to Mount Cross.
Thank you!

Amazon Smile

