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The Kindling of the New Fire 
 
In the darkness, fire is kindled; after which the Celebrant may address the people in these or similar words: 
 
P: Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over 

from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to 
gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his 
Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over death. 

 

 Let us pray. 
 

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your 
light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with 
heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen. 
 
Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea - Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 – told by Pastor 

Julie Morris 
 
Song Response – “Song of Miriam” (Soper) 

 
 
The Lighting of the Paschal Candle 
 
The inscription on the paschal candle is traced. 
 

P: Christ, yesterday and today, ☩ 
the beginning and the ending. A Ω 
To Christ belongs all time  2 
and all the ages;    0 
to Christ belongs glory and dominion 2 
now and forever.   2 

C: Amen. 
 



THE PROCESSION INTO THE CHURCH 

 
The presiding minister lights the paschal candle, using a stick or taper from the fire, and the candle is 
processed into the church, pausing 3 times to sing: 

 
The Exsultet 
 

 



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
 

The Introduction 
 

P Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, and let us pray that our God 
will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 

 

The people are seated. 
 
The Story of Creation – Genesis 1:1-2:3 – Told by Paul Amendt 
 

 
Silence follows. 
 

Collect 



The Flood – Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18, 8:6-18, 9:8-13 
 

 
 

Song Response – “Shout for Joy” (Mowbray/PERSONENT HODIE) – Verses 1-3 

 
 

Silence follows. 
 

Collect 



The Valley of Dry Bones – Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
Song Response – “Hear My Prayer, O God (Daw/HYMN CHANT) 

 
Silence follows. 
 
Collect 



THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
 

P: Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into 
his death, and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our 
Lenten observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, 
by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God 
faithfully in his holy Catholic Church. 

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
 

P: Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
C:  I do. 
 
P: Do you believe in God the Father? 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 
P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. 

 
P: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and 

in the prayers? 
C: I will, with God’s help. 
 
P: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return 

to the Lord? 
C: I will, with God’s help. 
 
P: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
C: I will, with God’s help. 
 
P: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
C: I will, with God’s help. 



P: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
human being? 

C: I will, with God’s help. 
 

Thanksgiving over the Water 
 

(The Congregation is sprinkled with water as a reminder of their Baptism.) 
 
Song during Sprinkling 

 

 
 

 

 
P: May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth 

by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in 
eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE GOSPEL OF EASTER 

 

 



Hymn of Praise – “God’s Paschal Lamb” (Daw/SINE NOMINE) 
 

 

 
 

Collect for the Vigil of Easter 
 
P:   The Lord be with you. 
C:      And also with you. 
 
P:   Let us pray. 
 

 O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s 
resurrection:    Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in 
Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity 
and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

C: Amen. 



New Testament Lesson – Romans 6:3-11 
Just as Christians are crucified with Christ, we are united to him in eternal life through his resurrection. 
Listen now for the word of God: 
 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness 
of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has 
died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 
him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer 
has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he 
lives to God.  So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
L: For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God among us,  

for the Word of God within us.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gradual Hymn – “The Sun Was Bright that Easter Dawn” (Stuempfle/Puer Nobis) – 
Verses 1, 2 & 6 

 

 
  



Gospel – Luke 24:1-12 
The words of two angels to the disciples of Jesus are just as true for us today: “He is not here, but has 
risen.” 
 
D: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 
C: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
On the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women who had come with Jesus from Galilee 
came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away 
from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the body. While they were perplexed 
about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified 
and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the 
living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was 
still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on 
the third day rise again.” Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they 
told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the 
mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. But these 
words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to 
the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, 
amazed at what had happened. 

 
D:  The Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 
 
Homily – Fr. Greg Larkin 
 
Peace 
 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 



Offertory – “Goodness Is Stronger than Evil” (Tutu/Bell) 
 

 
 

 

 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Eucharistic Prayer  
 

 
 

P: It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, 
living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.  

 
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your 
blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 

 
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding 
the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and 
giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as 
we sing, 
 

 



P: We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom 
and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so 
that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When 
our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In 
your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and 
again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to 
hope for salvation. 

 

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son 
to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one 
of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to 
prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to 
death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 

  
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, 
he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in 
the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 

 
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he 
took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
  
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
 Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and 
his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right 
hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given 
us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 

 
C: We praise you, we bless you, 

we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God. 

 
P: Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, 

and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy 
people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus 
Christ. 

 
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a 
living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. Remember, Lord, your one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, 
guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 



P: And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with 
patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, with Columba and all the saints who have 
found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory 
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in 
Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, for ever and ever.    

C: Amen.         
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
P: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
C: Our Father,  

who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
Fraction Anthem 
 

 



Communion Song – “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” (Strodach/LAAST UNS 

ERFREUEN) 
 

 



Post-Communion Prayer  
 
C: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Easter Blessing 
 

 
 



Sending Song – “Christ, Be Our Light” (Farrell)   
 

 



Dismissal 
 
P: Go in peace to love and serve the Risen Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
Postlude – Miriam Hoffmann, organ 
 
 

 
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 17 – 9:30 A.M. WORSHIP 

Celebrate the joy of the Resurrection with 9:30 a.m. Easter worship  
at Mount Cross or St. Columba’s. 

 
Drive-through Communion (in the church or in your car)  

available at Mount Cross from 11:00-11:30 a.m.  
 

Tune into St. Columba’s or Mount Cross’ websites, Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/St-
Columbas-Episcopal-Church-118429354839140 or https://www.facebook.com/MountCross) for these 

services, or watch them at a later time, at those sites or on our YouTube channels 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCw8L2LyeUIkvYjbnQUfiIJw or 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaLKW7cvLPO2v8jlrQPq8nw. 
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