
Mount Cross Lutheran Church  

Annual Meeting Minutes ----CORRECTED (1-29-17) 

Sunday, January 31, 2016 

 
Having been determined that a quorum of voting members were in attendance, the meeting was 

called to order in the sanctuary at 4:05 by President Gayle Johnson. 

 

Pastor John opened the meeting with a prayer and then the congregation sang We Gather 

Together for the opening/gathering song. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE 2015 ANNUAL MEETING:  It was moved and 

seconded to approve the minutes of the 2015 annual meeting. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT:  Pastor John started his report by sharing his thankfulness for the good 

community he is blessed to be a part of and his appreciation and love for the members of Mt. 

Cross.  His goal for the year 2016 is to embark on a letter writing project to as many members of 

Mt. Cross as possible.   

He expressed his thanks to the congregation for bringing Meredith Gardner to Mt. Cross 

as the Children, Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator.  However, this year marks the 2
nd

 of 

the 2 years her position is paid for through the special funds donated to the church.  The 

congregation needs to start planning to be sure there is money in the 2017 budget to continue this 

position.   

The council has approved hiring a Pastoral Care Assistant.  This will be a part time 

position and will be a pastor but it will not be a “called” position.  The aim of this job position is 

to work with the senior population of the church, to cover for Pastor John when he is on vacation 

and to work at teaching the members of Mt. Cross to be better at reaching out, sharing our stories 

and inviting people into the church. The first year salary for this position has been donated by a 

member of the congregation.   

Toward the end of 2015, Pastor John hosted a meeting in his office with Muslim, 

Christian and Jewish leaders as part of his work with Ventura County Interfaith Ministries.  After 

their meeting, they jointly submitted a letter to the Ventura County Star highlighting the 

similarities between the 3 faiths and noting that all the faiths believe in peace and respect.  As a 

result of that letter, Pastor John received a personal letter from a non Mt. Cross member 

expressing their thanks and appreciation for the letter in the newspaper.  The writer also included 

a donation of $500 which Pastor John will be using for Ventura County Interfaith Ministry 

events to help foster learning and awareness between the groups.   

Ten years ago, Pastor John challenged the congregation to take 35 $100 bills and use 

them to create money raising projects for Project Peace.  This year, in honor of our 50
th

 

anniversary, he has challenged the congregation to do 50,000 acts of service.  These acts of 

service will help to define Mt. Cross for the next 50 years by letting our lights shine to the rest of 

the world.   

Finally, in honor of the 50
th

 anniversary, Pastor John gave each member present at the 

meeting a silver coin as a token of his appreciation for all that we are and all that we do in the 

church and in the world.   



RECOGNITION OF ACTS OF SERVICE:  Meredith Gardner had 2 youth members share 

some of the acts of service that they have done recently. 

 

TRIVIA QUIZ BREAK: Name that commercial from the 1960’s! 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Gayle Johnson started her report by thanking all the members of 

the council for all of their hard work and commitment.  She also thanked the countless others 

who help out in so many ways around the church.  She concluded her report by looking ahead to 

the next 50 years of Mt. Cross and hoping that Mt. Cross will continue their hard work and 

dedication in the current areas of ministry and be open to new possibilities in other areas of 

ministry that may arise.  Vice President Bob Brundage and Meredith Gardner presented Gayle 

with a thank you card, gift certificate and flowers from the council members. 

 

TRIVIA QUIZ BREAK: Name that commercial from the 1960’s! 

 

TREASURES REPORT--- Treasurer Keith Selbrede reported that the church ended the year 

with more cash on hand than they did in 2014.  The mortgage was decreased by over $14,500 

and the reserves increased by over $2600.  Total expenses were approximately $64,000 less than 

budgeted for.  A large portion of those savings were due to the diligent work done by everyone 

to keep costs down as much as possible. 

 

APPROVAL OF RECOMMENDED 2016 BUDGET:  Susan Prosser presented the 

recommended 2016 budget to the congregation.  She stressed that these are not just numbers, but 

an action plan for the church’s ministry in the coming year.  The budget is approximately 1% 

less than last year, but that is not due to any intentional cuts.  71% of the budget is supported by 

general income.  For the remaining approximately $167,000 other sources of funding were found 

to support the budget.  Some items are being funded through the use of designated funds, 

memorials and/or grant monies.  New to the budget this year is a Children, Youth and Family 

Ministry Assistant, the new Pastoral Staff Assistant and a Children’s Choir Director.  The church 

is also planning to hire a bookkeeping service this year.  Cuts to the budget included The 

Lutheran Magazine and Right Now Media subscriptions.  The Lutheran Magazine subscription 

does not expire until later in the year, so it is hoped a way may be found before it expires to 

continue it for another year.  The church council made a motion to approve the recommended 

2016 budget.  The motion was seconded.  During discussion, there was a question about the 

money in the budget for a kitchen update and what the plan was for the kitchen.  This is being 

funded by MBC funds since they use the kitchen for that event.  There being no further 

discussion the vote was called for.  The motion was passed unanimously.   

 

 

RECOGNITION OF ACTS OF SERVICE:  Cecelia Travick-Jackson shared stories about her 

acts of service. 

 

 

TRIVIA QUIZ BREAK: Name that commercial from the 1960’s! 

 

 



ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2016 

A printed ballot was provided to each member in attendance at the meeting.  As each 

slate of officers was announced a call was made for further nominations to the slate.  There were 

no further nominations to any of the offices and the ballot was declared closed.  According to the 

church by-laws, if there are not more candidates for any of the offices than nominees, the ballot 

may be approved by acclimation. This was the case for 5 of the 6 offices.  It was moved and 

seconded to elect the nominees for the Nominating Committee, Mediation Board, Audit 

Committee, Endowment Committee and Church Council by acclimation.  The motion passed 

unanimously.   

 Since there were more candidates than openings for the Voting Members to Synod 

Assembly, paper ballots were cast.   

  Those voted into office were: 

 Nomination Committee 

Gayle Johnson 

Randy Churchill 

LaJean Wenzel 

Scott Fajnor 

Denise Sobolik 

 Voting Members to Synod Assembly 

Gordon Henry 

Melissa Henry 

Mary Altshuller 

 Mediation Board 

Nils Rueckert 

Dmitry Altshuller 

Barbara Meyer 

 Audit Committee 

Carol Broderick 

Bob Hilger 

 Endowment Committee 

Jan Gerk 

 Church Council 

Bob Brundage 

Bob Burrow 

Marsha Niedens 

Mike McClary 

Norm Presecan 

Craig Blois 

Keith Selbrede 

Richard Gardner 

 

RECOGNITION OF ACTS OF SERVICE: John Colby spoke about acts of service he has 

performed and what it has meant to him. 

 

TRIVIA QUIZ BREAK: Name that commercial from the 1960’s! 

 



 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 There was no old business on the agenda and none was brought forward from the 

congregation. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  There was no new business on the agenda and none was brought forward 

from the congregation. 

 

After the congregation sang To Be Your Presence for the sending hymn, Pastor John closed the 

meeting with a prayer and dinner grace.   

  

 

 

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:35 p.m. 

 

 

Everyone is invited to the Parish Life Center for a potluck dinner. 

 

A full copy of the 2016 Annual Report can be seen online at  

http://www.mountcross.com/2013annualreport.pdf.   

 

Respectfully submitted by Denise Sobolik, recorder 

http://www.mountcross.com/2013annualreport.pdf

