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During 2015 we celebrated the gift of Eternal Life 
for these fellow members of the body of Christ. 

 

Lynn Kuchera 
November 22, 1941- June 22, 2015 

 

Sam Richiusa 
November 11, 1919-August 29, 2015 

 

Ernie Baker 
September 22, 1920- September 6, 2015 

 

Clarice Bessey 
September 21, 1916- November 15, 2015 

 

Marlys Schmeichel 
November 9, 1912 - November 25, 2015 
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During 2015 we have welcomed into our church 
family........ 

 
 

Ellen Allen 

 

Tom Tryforos 

 

Joyce Burlingame 

 

James Purcer 

 

Cecelia Travick-Jackson and Robert Jackson 

 

Russ and Kathy Laporte 

 

Henry, Jen and Twila Dawn Moraga 

 

Mike and Wendy McClary 
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A G E N D A 
for the ANNUAL MEETING 

of 
 

MOUNT CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Sunday, January 31, 2016 at 4:00 PM 
 

Call to Order and Welcome ..................................... Gayle Johnson, President 
 
Opening Prayer ………………………………………..Pastor John Soyster  
 
Action:  Approval of the 2015 Annual Meeting Minutes 
 
Report:  Pastor Report 
 
Report:  Treasurer's 2015 Financial Report - Susan Prosser 
 
Action:  Approve 2016 Budget 
 
Action:  Elections 

 
 Nominating Committee 
 Voting Members to the Synod Assembly 
 Mediation Board 
 Audit Committee 
 Endowment Committee 
 Church Council  
 
Action:  Old Business 
 
Action:  New Business 
 
Action:  Motion to Adjourn 
 
 
Closing Prayer & Blessing ……………………..……..Pastor John Soyster  
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Nominating Committee Report  
 

The Nominating Committee puts forth the following list of candidates for consideration at the 2016 

Annual meeting.  These names will appear on the printed ballots presented to the congregation.  

Additional nominations will be accepted from the floor at the appropriate time during the meeting.  

 

Nominating Committee – 5 members – 1 year term – 2 must be outgoing Council members 

1. Gayle Johnson 

2. Randy Churchill 

3. LaJean Wenzel 

4. Scott Fajnor 

5. Denise Sobolik 

 

Voting Members to Synod Convention – 3 members– Elect 2 of one gender and 1 of the other 

1. Mary Altshuller 

2. Dmitry Altshuller 

3. Gordon Henry 

4. Melissa Henry 

5. Norman Williamson 

 

Mediation Board – 3 members – 1 year term – may be reelected  

1. Dmitry Altshuller – re-election 

2. Barbara Meyer – re-election 

3. Nils Rueckert – re-election 

 

Audit Committee – 3 members – 3 year term  

1. Carol Broderick – new member 

2. Bob Hilger – re-election 

 

Endowment Committee – 5 members - 3 year terms – can serve one additional term 

1. Jan Gerk – new member 

 

Church Council – 8 positions open – 2 year terms  

1. Marsha Niedens – new member 

2. Mike McClary – new member 

3. Norm Presecan – new member 

4. Craig Blois – new member 

5. Keith Selbrede – new member 

6. Bob Brundage – re-election 

7. Robert Burrow – re-election 

8. Richard Gardner – re-election 

 

 

Submitted by Nominating Committee: 

Don Hauser  Suzanne Ingram 

Bill Rowley  Susan Prosser, Chair 
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Mount Cross Lutheran Church 

Annual Meeting Minutes 

January 25, 2015 

Mission Statement: 
Rooted in God’s grace to joyfully witness and serve. 

 

Call to order:   Following the announcement that a quorum of voting members was in attendance, 

Council President Gayle Johnson called the Annual Meeting to order at 4:05 pm in the sanctuary at 

Mount Cross Lutheran Church. 

 

Members present:  There were approximately 90 members present for the meeting.   

 

Opening Prayer:  Pastor John led the congregation in the song “Shine, Jesus Shine” followed by an 

opening prayer.   

 

Approval of minutes from the 2014 Annual Meeting:   Gayle Johnson asked that the minutes from the 

Annual Meeting from 2014 be reviewed.  It was then moved and seconded that the minutes, as presented 

in the agenda packet, be approved.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Pastor Report:  Pastor John gave his report to the congregation reflecting on the past year and a look at 

the upcoming year.  In particular, he referenced that the church will continue its path of leadership and 

he looks at the opportunity for the church to be even more inviting to others. 

 

Living Witness #1:  Karen Nelson spoke before the congregation and discussed her efforts as a 

volunteer with the Many Meals program and Stephen Ministries.  She takes great joy in her outreach to 

others.  She told of a story involving her role in the ‘prayer room’ part of the Many Meals dinners.  She 

spoke of the power and success in prayer as witnessed during an event where a person realized life 

changes as a result of the prayer program. 

  

President Report:  Council President Gayle Johnson presented a summary of the report contained in the 

2014 Annual Report.  She went on to introduce the Church Council.  In reviewing 2014 she mentioned 

the great efforts of the Learning Committee and their success in bringing forward Meredith Gardner who 

will be serving as the new Children, Youth, and Family Ministry Director.  She then introduced 

Meredith to the congregation.  She thanked all those who helped with the send-off for Pastor Erik and 

wished him and his family all the success with his new position.  Gayle also invited everyone to the 

upcoming Annual Retreat.  Lastly, Gayle thanked Pastor John for all his continued leadership and 

wished him well during the upcoming year. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Susan Prosser, in her capacity as interim Treasurer, presented the summary of the 

2014 Financial Report.  She expressed the joy she had during her time on the Church Council and 

encouraged others to consider participating on the council.  Susan referenced a FAQ booklet which was 

prepared to talk about some of the issues facing the church from a financial basis.  She mentioned that 

2014 ends the year in a similar position to the end of 2013. The 2014 Budget had provided for certain 

use of reserve funds as in years past.  She further went on to discuss memorial funds and the use of 

certain special funds.  Following her presentation she asked if there were any questions.  There being 

none, no further action was necessary. 
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2015 Budget:  Gayle Johnson provided a summary of the budget which is in the Annual Report along 

with the 2015 Budget. The Church Council has reviewed the document as presented by the Budget and 

Finance Committee.  It was indicated that the recommended budget is balanced between projected 

expenditures and projected revenues. The Council, with their recommendation, presents the budget for 

approval.  A second to that motion was received.  It was reiterated that the budget does not include a 

draw down on reserves.  The budget is the result of the hard work by Herb Holler, Tim Schneider, Susan 

Prosser and the entire committee. 

 

A question was asked about the increase in the insurance category.  The response was that all of the 

known coverage changes (actual costs) were provided without any increase or decrease in their coverage.   

 

Another question was asked as to whether “The Lutheran” publication was included in the budget this 

year.  The response was that it has been included. 

 

A final question related to the Make Bake Celebrate budget item.  The beginning sum has been included 

and then it will be adjusted once the expenses, revenues, and allocations are known. 

 

At that time a vote was conducted to approve the 2015 Budget as recommended by the Church Council.  

The vote was unanimous for its approval. 

 

Living Witness #2:  Pastor John filled in for Molly Scriven who was not able to attend the meeting this 

afternoon.  Pastor John shared a story which she had conveyed to him as another example of a living 

witness. 

 

Election of Officers for 2015:  Gayle Johnson indicated that the Nominating Committee has presented a 

slate of candidates for the various committees and boards as shown in the 2015 Annual Report.  She 

indicated that there are still some openings and encouraged members to consider volunteering for any of 

the remaining spots either during this meeting or thereafter.  A candidate for Church Treasurer is still be 

recruited. 

 

The first committee is the Nominating Committee.  A question was asked as to what this group does.  In 

response, it was indicated that they review the time and talent reports and contact possible candidates for 

the selection process.  There are four candidates for this committee.  There being no further nominations, 

a motion was made to close the nominations.  Following a second on the motion, a vote was taken.  All 

were in favor of closing the nominations.  It was so ordered. 

The next committee is the Voting Members to the Synod Assembly.  There are three candidates for this 

committee.  There being no further nominations, a motion was made to close the nominations.  

Following a second on the motion, a vote was taken.  All were in favor of closing the nominations.  It 

was so ordered. 

 

The next committee is the Mediation Board.  There are three candidates for this committee.  There being 

no further nominations, a motion was made to close the nominations.  Following a second on the 

motion, a vote was taken.  All were in favor of closing the nominations.  It was so ordered. 
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The next committee is the Audit Committee.  There is one candidate for this committee.  There being no 

further nominations, a motion was made to close the nominations.  Following a second on the motion, a 

vote was taken.  All were in favor of closing the nominations.  It was so ordered. 

 

The next committee is the Endowment (or Legacy) Committee.  There are two candidates for this 

committee.  There being no further nominations, a motion was made to close the nominations.  

Following a second on the motion, a vote was taken.  All were in favor of closing the nominations.  It 

was so ordered. 

 

The final group is the Church Council. Currently there are five candidates for this committee.  A 

nomination for Dan Nelson was made; however, he declined.  A nomination was then made for Denise 

Sobolik.  There being no further nominations, a motion was made to close the nominations.  Following a 

second on the motion, a vote was taken.  All were in favor of closing the nominations.  It was so ordered. 

 

With no further nominations having been made and the fact that there were not any more candidates for 

any of the offices than the nominations made, it was moved and seconded that the slate of candidates be 

approved by acclamation.  There was a vote on the motion and it passed unanimously.  The nominations 

were approved as follows: 

 

Nominating Committee 

 Don Hauser 

 Suzanne Ingram 

 Susan Prosser 

 Bill Rowley 

 

Voting Members to the Synod Assembly 

 Dmitry Altshuller 

 Mary Altshuller 

 Stan Patscheck 

 

Mediation Board 

 Dmitry Altshuller 

 Barbara Meyer 

 Nils Rueckert 

Audit Committee 

 Bob Winters 

 

Endowment Committee 

 Brian Fisher 

 Bob Brundage 

 

Church Council 

 Marion Cole 

 Linda Frantz 

 Harry Griffith 

 Dottie Keough 

 Bev Rueckert 
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 Denise Sobolik 

 

Old Business:  There was none. 

 

New Business:  Council President Gayle Johnson asked if there was any new business before the 

congregation.   

 

Norm Williamsen presented a motion for consideration.  The motion was stated as follows: 

 

“In keeping with the concept of ‘bound conscience,’ we will solicit and listen to all points of 

view regarding whether practicing homosexuals should occupy leadership positions within 

Mount Cross Lutheran Church.” 

 

 

Following the motion a second was made.  Discussion then took place starting with a presentation by 

Mr. Williamsen discussing the concept of “bound conscience.”  During his presentation certain 

questions were asked; however, it was stated that questions should follow the presentation.  Mr. 

Williamsen went on to present his opinions and concerns relative his strong beliefs.  Mr. Williamsen 

presented a hand out which further details his thoughts.   

 

At the conclusion of his presentation time, a motion was made to call for the question.  The motion was 

seconded and approved.  The Council President then asked for a vote on the original motion presented 

by Norm Williamson.  It was clarified that a ‘yes’ vote would support the motion while a ‘no’ vote goes 

against the motion.  Upon a show of hands, the ‘no’ votes were in the majority and the motion failed.  

There was no further action on the item. 

 

Gayle Johnson asked if there was any other business before the congregation.  There being none, the 

next item on the agenda would be for adjournment. 

 

 

Adjournment:   Following a motion and a second, the meeting was adjourned at 5:14 pm with a closing 

prayer by Pastor John along with a table blessing for the pot luck dinner to follow the meeting. 

 

Closing song:  The meeting was closed with the song, “Here I am Lord.” 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bob Burrow, Recorder 
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REPORT TO THE CONGREGATION 
Pastor John Soyster 
 

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my 

prayer with joy, thankful for your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure 

that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.   
Philippians 1:3-6 

 
I haven’t felt this way since 1999!  Being the only pastor, that is.  I’m just concluding my first year as a 

‘solo’ pastor in almost fifteen years.  It has already been one full year since we sent Pastor Erik Goehner 

to his new call.  And I have to say, I am proud of Mount Cross for the way we’ve handled this change.  

 

From the day of his send-off, when people first began to ask if they could help with this or that, I 

formulated a response which I’ve used many times: “If you say ‘Can I help you?’ and I say ‘No,’ you hit 

me.”  I haven’t been hit yet.  Together we’re realized that there are many things that need to be done 

around our church, but not all of them have to be done by a pastor.  So I want to begin by saying thanks 

to Mary Goodenough, who has taken over coordinating visits by our Communion Ministers; to Todd 

Ebright, who is now the banner hanger; to Bev Rueckert and the amazing Stewardship Team for running 

this year’s program; and to all those who volunteered to do all the Advent and Christmas decorating in 

the sanctuary.   

 

There is a huge reason why, with there being one less pastor on the staff, I haven’t gone crazy: Meredith 

Gardner.  Just as we were saying goodbye to Pastor Erik & Family, we said hello to Meredith, our new 

Director of Ministry with Children, Youth and their families.  She took over a large percentage of the 

work that Pastor Erik had been doing, and has done so with focus, energy and dedication.  I have been 

very impressed with the work she has done so far and I look for more of the same from her in 2016.  

What I look for from the congregation in the coming year is the formulation of a plan to insure that 2016 

is not her last year with us.  As you hopefully know, the first two years of her salary have largely been 

funded by some special gifts the congregation received.  Those gifts will run out at the end of 2016, so 

we need to plan now to make sure Meredith is with us for a long time. 

 

If Meredith is new staff, we are also looking at newer staff.  The Council has agreed that there is a need 

to provide the congregation with some additional help in the areas of pastoral care, care to seniors and 

teaching.  This will likely be a part-time position, with us hiring a retired pastor or pastor who is looking 

for part-time work.  And the first year has been most generously guaranteed by Denise Sobolik.  Her gift 

of an endowment for the first year is in memory of her parents.  I hope that the right person can be 

identified and brought onboard as soon as possible in the new year. 

 

Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead,  
I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.  

Philippians 3:13-14
 

 

At the annual Leadership Retreat held at the beginning of the year, I shared some reflections on our Core 

Values, that I take to be goals for me and for us as a congregation.  Most of them will remain as goals for 

2016. 
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Intimacy with God.  I always say, this means knowing God, not just knowing about God.  Within this 

core value there are three goals I’d like to achieve: 

1) Foster a slower pace of church life, 

2) Help people make space in their life for time to reflect, and 

3) Make church life less segregated and more multigenerational.   

 Meredith has helped us move forward on #3 quite a bit during 2015. 

 

Inspiring Worship.  Four goals for the coming year are:   

1) Evaluate current worship services with Music Staff, Worship & Music Committee, Sanctuary Choir, 

Bell Choir and Praise Band,  

2) Integrate worship with small group activities,   

3) Explore ways to connect worship with social media, and 

4) Make time to listen to those who are dissatisfied with the current Sunday morning schedule. 

 

Intentional Faith Development.  I suggested two goals at the retreat: 

1) More opportunities for adult education, and 

2) Hiring a Director of ministry with Children, Youth & Families    

 In May, I started teaching adult Sunday School again, in about the only time slot available - after the 

second worship service.  And we did hire Meredith! 

 

Compassionate Outreach.  Two goals for this core value: 

1) To say to the Service & Missions Committee: “K.U.T.G.W.” That means keep up the good work!  

They continue to keep the compassion in Compassionate Outreach vital. 

2)  The other goal is to provide evangelism training for our members.  We do a good job of outreach 

through our serving, but we can do better on becoming more confident in crossing existing bridges of 

relationship for the sake of the Gospel and being a person who is proud of their church, what it stands 

for, what it does and is eager to invite others to ‘come and see.’ 

 

Caring Community.  I always say that when a person makes a commitment to a family of faith like 

Mount Cross, the rest of us owe it to them to care for them in whatever ways we can.  In this regard, two 

last goals: 

1) To add new emphasis to the care of those in the first third of their lives (and their parents, too), and  

2) To do the same for those in the last third of their lives. 

 Our new Children’s Ministry director is doing a great job addressing #1.  And one of the reasons for 

looking for some additional staff is so they can help to address #2. 

 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.  
Hebrews 13:8 

 

50 & 50,000.  I am already enjoying the year we are devoting to celebrating our fiftieth anniversary.  In 

the year ahead I am looking forward to sharing even more memories of the first fifty, but also to 

planning a variety of activities, some for service to our community and some just for fun.  In the fun 

category, I am looking forward to commemorating our very first worship service (12/5/1965) , which 

took place in a movie theater, by having one of our Sunday morning services in a local movie theater 

(date to be announced). 

 

On the service side, I am eager to see how close to 50,000 Acts of Service during our anniversary year.  

At this writing, we just hit 1,001!  I know that choosing 50,000 for our fiftieth anniversary was a bit 
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arbitrary.  It was either that, or just 50, or, on the other side, 50,000,000.  And whether we actually hit 

that number is not as important to me as what it might do to the way we think about being the church as 

we move deeper into the 21
st
 century.  It will help to define us.  If the church is to be relevant to those 

who are not part of it now, it will be because people who look in on us see the time we spend in worship 

and study, not as ends in themselves, but as the times and ways we get recharged for our life as servants 

of others.  So I hope we will get over any shyness about putting down on a card some notes about how 

we served others in Christ’s name.  Your example may be all someone needs to put them into action 

themself.  And if you’re shy about putting your name on one of the cards, put Jesus’ name on the card.  

After all, you’re doing it in his name, right? 

 
The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 

teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.   
Ephesians 4:11-12 

In addition to preparing and leading worship services and preparing and preaching sermons, leading 

preschool chapel, teaching Confirmation, teaching Adult Sunday School, leading a men’s breakfast 

Bible study, meeting with Stephen Leaders, meeting with other committees including Executive 

Committee, Worship & Music Committee and Music Staff, Church Staff, Facilities Planning Task 

Force, 50
th

 Anniversary Committee, hospital and communion visits, counseling sessions and phone 

contacts with people, to name some… 

 

…there are also a few, ‘extra-curricular’ activities in which I engage: 

 Monthly Bible Study for the Leisure Village Spiritual Growth Group 

 Monthly Sunday afternoon worship service at Alma Via assisted living 

 Lecturer on Luther and the Reformation at Moorpark College (once or twice a year) 

 Clarinet player in the Camarillo Community Band 

 Monthly meetings with ELCA pastors in our conference 

 Serve on Synod’s Reference & Counsel Committee 

 Commissioner for Mount Cross’ fantasy football league 

 Secretary for Campus Interfaith 

 

How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!  
Psalm 133:1 

 

Related to the last item on the list above…  When Cal State Channel Islands was being launched, I was 

part of a group of religious leaders who formed Campus Interfaith, an organization whose goal is to 

support and enhance the mission of the university.  In short, when called upon, we provide resources for 

professors to bring an interfaith perspective to their classroom.  And when called upon, we are a resource 

for people in time of spiritual need.  In the years since, we have been joined in our efforts by another, 

lay-led interfaith group called Ventura County Interfaith Community. 

 

After the recent shootings in San Bernardino and the escalation of anti-Muslim rhetoric and behavior in 

our country (and around the world), I felt it was important for our interfaith organizations to do 

something.  So I hosted a meeting attended by Christians, Jews and Muslims to explore what we could 

do together.  If you visit the Grow In Faith/Adults/Interfaith Activities tab on our church website, you 

will be able to read two items.  One is my a reflection I wrote immediately following that meeting.  The 

other is a draft statement by those who attended.  There is a lot to do.  I hope you will join me in the 

conversation and the action. 

I will thank you in the great congregation; in the mighty throng I will praise you.  
Psalm 35:18 
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Finally, thanks to you, the people of Mount Cross, for your continued support and affirmation of me and 

my family.  Thank you to the Council for your good will and good humor through all the tough 

decisions.  Thank you to all the committee leaders and members.  And thank you for putting in place a 

staff with whom it is a pleasure to work: Sheri and Meredith and Cathy, Guy and Jayne and Devin. 

 

 REPORT TO THE CONGREGATION 
Director of Children, Youth and 

Family Ministries: Meredith 

Gardner 

 

Thank you all for welcoming me so warmly at 

the Mount Cross! My first day at the end of 

January I was sent off to Detroit, Michigan to 

attend the Extravaganza youth workers 

convention.  This was a wonderful opportunity 

to network with other youth workers, catch up 

with old camp friends, hear amazing an 

inspiring speakers, and go to informational 

workshops that brought up great ideas to bring 

back to Mount Cross.  I even got to meet our 

presiding bishop Elizabeth Eaton! I came back 

from Detroit ready to start working at Mount 

Cross to improve our programs.  When I got 

back from Detroit I had a very warm reception 

welcoming me and installing me at Mount 

Cross.  I was overwhelmed by the love and 

support I have here at Mount Cross which I still 

feel to this day!  

 

This has been a busy past year with developing 

the programs we already have at Mount Cross, 

and seeing where we could improve.  I started 

off the year with trying to stand back and to 

watch how things have been done.  I wanted to 

make sure to understand what was happening 

already, and I spent time talking to parents, 

children and youth about things they would like 

to see change.  I looked at our programs 

critically and thought of what things were being 

successful, and what things needed 

improvement.  Throughout the process of 

stepping back I found that we have truly 

amazing children, youth and families in our 

congregation of whom I have grown to love.  I 

feel so strongly about making programs that 

enrich their lives and help them grow closer to 

God and one another.  I tried to think very 

thoughtfully about how to change programs and 

grow programs that would be successful for the 

children and youth that we have within our 

church community.  My changes to each of the 

programs have been noted in our youth reports 

individually.  

 

I have been busy this year being sent all over the 

place and my parents like to say that I am “the 

traveling youth director!” This year I have been 

to Detroit twice, El Camino Pines in Frazier 

Park four times, Luther Glen in Yucaipa, 

Catalina, Disneyland, and Universal Studios!! 

We have added to our yearly children and youth 

schedule going to the High School Leadership 

Retreat at El Camino Pines, going to the Middle 

School Youth Gathering in Woodland Hills, and 

we even had a second summer trip to go 

camping in Catalina!  This upcoming year we 

are also adding going to the Elementary School 

Youth Gathering at Luther Glen in Yucaipa, we 

are having an end of the summer camping trip in 

Carpentaria, and four of our high school youth 

are now on our synod youth committee!  These 

weekend and week trips with our children and 

youth help bond them together as a group, give 

me the opportunity to bond with them in sincere 

and special ways, and especially helps them 

grow closer to God.  

 

I want to thank you all for the support and love 

you have shown me this year as we have 

developed this new position at Mount Cross. 

This year has been a true blessing in my life, and 

I am so excited to see what we have in store for 

the future!             

     Fondly,  

     Meredith Gardner 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 

PRESIDENT REPORT  
 “Rooted in God’s grace we joyfully witness and 

serve” Mount Cross Mission Statement  

Dear Mount Cross Congregation and Friends, 

2015 was a year of New Beginnings. 

In January we welcomed our Children, Youth, 

and Family Ministry Director, Meredith 

Gardner.  After months of work developing the 

position and then searching our prayers were 

answered when Meredith accepted this new full 

time position. She hit the ground running by 

starting her duties with a youth workers 

convention in late January. We are grateful for 

the inspiration and gift she is to our ministries. 

Pastor John began this year taking on additional 

areas of ministry after sharing responsibilities 

with Pastor Erik Goehner for 14 years. The 

Mutual Ministry committee met with Pastor 

John a couple times this year with an eye to 

support Pastor and the congregation. We are 

thankful to Pastor John for his leadership.  

The Church Council is recommending a part-

time Pastoral position to begin in 2016.  This 

comes following evaluation by the church 

council and Pastor John. This position will be 

fully funded for one year thanks to Denise 

Sobolik’s gift given in memory of her parents, 

Bruce and Florence Waldron. 

We also look to add a bookkeeping service 

beginning in 2016. We are extremely grateful 

and thankful to Herb Holler for volunteering 

to take on all the bookkeeping tasks in 2015. 

Herb has done a tremendous job but it is now 

time to hire assistance for this growing work. 

2015 was also a time to get financially stable for 

our future. Thank you for your offerings given 

to praise God and keep our church ministries 

possible. Thank you and much appreciation 

goes to church treasurer, Keith Selbrede, to 

the Budget and Finance committee, chaired 

by Susan Prosser, and to Jenny Christensen, 

our financial secretary, for the fantastic work 

and many hours given to coordinate the 

church finances.  

A new task force the Special Funds/Facilities 

began in earnest this year. This group led by 

council representative, Bob Burrow, has been 

researching the way best to use the gifts given to 

Mount Cross to improve our facilities for 

growth in ministry. An update from the task 

force will be presented prior to the 2016 annual 

meeting. 

“Yesterday, Today and Forever – Celebrating 50 

years of God’s Faithfulness” is the theme for a 

year of celebration and service as Mount Cross 

leads up to its’ official 50
th

 birthday, October 

23, 2016. The committee kicked of the year of 

events with a birthday bash, one Reformation 

service and Luther lunch, followed by 

opportunities of service and a classical concert. 

The year will include reaching out to inactive 

members, acts of service and gifts to assist those 

in need. These activities are a spark for 

ministries for the next 50 years. 

Listening Posts began this year usually available 

the first Sunday of the month. Council members 

took turns listening to praise or concerns during 

the hospitality time between services.  This 

began as a one-time occasion but was so well 

received it has become a monthly occurrence. 

Bookshelves and cabinets in the Parish Life 

Center are new thanks to the generosity and 

talents of Ron Ertel. The concept for this 

addition began a few years ago from the 

Learning Committee to create a Resource 

Center. Thank you also to the Property 

Committee for their assistance to bring this 

project to completion. We are so beholden for 

this beautiful addition that has already been an 

asset for our ministry areas. 

Thank you One and All 

Thank you to our Church Council members for a 

wonderful year striving to live out the Mount 
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Cross core values. You have all been invaluable 

in your commitment to know God; encourage 

inspiring worship; support faith development, 

families and youth; fortify outreach; and create a 

caring community. The time spent in devotion 

led by the Light of Christ and caring 

conversations strengthened our faith to move 

forward together. Whether we were taking care 

of business matters, hosting events or supporting 

each other’s ministries it was a gift to serve with 

you. 

Church Council Members 2015 

Bob Brundage, Bob Burrow, Randy 

Churchill, Marion Cole, Nora Fajnor, Linda 

Frantz, Rick Gardner, Harry Griffith, Dottie 

Keough, Mike Laskey, Bev Rueckert and 

Denise Sobolik.  

Thank you to Pastor John and our staff 

Meredith Gardner, Sheri Groenveld, Jayne 

Pompey, Guy Ervin, Devin Milligan, and 

Cathy Channels. We are so blessed to have you 

all and are thankful for your dedication and 

talents to carry out ministry at Mount Cross. 

Thank you to every member and friend that 

supported Mount Cross through your 

volunteering and your giving. We are grateful 

for those that chair or serve on committees; 

work on special tasks; teach; sing or play 

instruments; work on the facility; serve our 

community; and the list goes on and on.  It is 

through this service and outreach we can 

continue to grow in faith and service. 

Looking to our future fifty years may we all 

work together to reach out to our community in 

service; accommodate more worship 

opportunities for our changing times; take care 

of our seniors; provide ministry for children, 

youth and families; invite others to join in 

worship and fellowship; continue our faith 

development to know God; work with our Child 

Development Center; be leaders and workers for 

our Lord; and be open to where God is calling 

us to be his servants in the world. Come get 

involved and share the joy! 

   In Grace and Peace, Gayle Johnson  

   Congregational President 

Jesus is Lord + Everyone is Welcome + Love 

Changes People  

+ Everyone Has Something to Offer + The World 

Needs What we Have 

 

ADULT EDUCATION 
 

 The Adult Education Committee officially 

started meeting in March with Denise Sobolik, 

Dottie Keough, Mary Altshuller and Pastor 

John.  At the first meeting the primary goal was 

to find a time and format for adult Sunday 

School.  It was decided to do a trial time of 

Sunday School at 11:10 AM and to launch it on 

April 12
th

.  There were an average of 12-15 

adults in attendance each Sunday and the trial 

was deemed a huge success! To avoid losing the 

momentum Adult Sunday School continued 

through the summer at the same time and then 

continued into the start of the new program year.  

Attendance continues to average between 12-15 

adults each Sunday. 

 

 In June the church had an official kick off to 

our membership in RightNow Media-an online 

video source for small group Bible studies.  

Pastor John is highlighting videos and creating 

“seasonal channels” on the Mt. Cross channel of 

RightNow Media.   

 

 For Advent, a series of videos from 

RightNow Media was used for small group 

studies.  The studies were held at three different 

times and places on Mondays during Advent to 

accommodate as many people as possible.  The 

weekly average attendance was 17 and the total 

number of people attending over the four weeks 

was 68.  We hope to provide more opportunities 

for Adult Education in 2016 and would 

appreciate any feedback or suggestions! 

 

              

 Respectfully submitted by Denise Sobolik 
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT 

CENTER 
 
I am happy to announce this has been a very 

good year for our Preschool.  Our enrollment is 

great, our staff is wonderful and parents are very 

pleased to see their children thrive and learn in 

this Christian atmosphere.  We passed our state 

inspection with only two things to correct.  Our 

CPR certification had expired a few months ago 

and needed to be renewed (which we have done) 

and we needed to have a fire drill (which went 

very well).  The inspector was very impressed 

with our music program, art projects and our 

excellent teacher/child ratio. We added a family 

movie night this year for the first time.  All had 

a great time.  We are truly blessed to be in this 

beautiful location with all the love and support 

of our church as we carry out this mission 

outreach. 

                      Peace, Cathy Channels                                                

 

 

Endowment/Legacy Giving 
 

The Endowment Fund continued to perform 

well in 2015.  The Legacy Giving Team, in 

consultation with the Church Council, allocated 

$13,000 as follows: 

 College Scholarship       $1000 

 Camp Scholarship for Counselor  $  500  

 Pastor’s Discretionary Fund   $3000 

 Support for Hong Kong Mission  $1000 

 Support for Africa Bible Mission $1000 

 LRCC          $1000  

 Lutheran Social Services    $1000 

 Mt Cross Youth for Summer Trips $2500 

 Youth Discretionary Fund    $  500 

 50
th

 Anniversary Committee   $1500 

 

     TOTAL        $13,000    

  

 

The college scholarship was awarded to Eddie 

Dollahite, a graduate of Camarillo High School.  

The camp counselor scholarship was awarded to 

Nick Tasker. 

 

To enhance transparency in the distribution of 

funds, the Legacy Giving Team decided to 

request input from the congregation.  We will 

solicit funding requests in Spring 2016, 

highlighting the key missions of the Fund per 

the By-Laws: 

 

1. Missions: local, regional and world 

projects. 

2. Education: college and seminary 

scholarships. 

3. Children and Young Adult Ministry. 

4. Worship and Music: support for the 

worship life of Mount Cross. 

5. Capital Projects: major renovations 

and building of new facilities. 

 

The Team agreed that the Capital Projects 

mission will be reserved for expensive 

emergencies (e.g., a sinkhole in the parking lot 

that requires immediate repair). 

 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Legacy 

Giving Team, 

Rick Gardner 
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FELLOWSHIP 
 

What is Fellowship? The dictionary defines it 

as a "sharing of experiences" or 

"companionship". We hope you agree that your 

Fellowship Team tries to bring the family of 

Mount Cross together to provide "shared 

experiences" and "companionship" for all the 

members of our church. We work to host events 

that are varied, open to all, and fun. Another 

year gone by already - and your Fellowship 

Team hopes that during that year, you have 

found a new way to share fellowship with 

someone at Mount Cross - whether over a cup of 

coffee on the patio after service or by 

celebrating the beauty and theme of the day. 

 

It's fun to look back over the last year and 

remember the times we spent together.  

We started out the year with a fun Wine Tasting 

Social Event at the home of Mary and Dmitry 

Altshuller and quickly followed that with a 

green day for St Patrick's Day in March. We 

appreciate it so much when the congregation 

joins us and dresses the part. 

 

Also in March, we hosted the Lent Soup 

Suppers. Many thanks to Melissa Henry for 

leading the five weekly suppers. It's so nice to 

see the Parish Life Center full to the brim with 

people sharing a common meal of soup and 

bread before the service on Wednesday 

evenings. Make, Bake, Celebrate was also in 

held in March 2015. Organized and hosted by a 

separate sub-committee, it was a wonderful 

night for fun and fellowship. Thanks to all the 

workers who made it so great - again! Mark 

your calendars now for April 23, 2016 and join 

us for a night of laughter and fundraising.  

With April came Easter and a wonderful 

breakfast hosted by the youth... another 

opportunity to share a meal with other Mount 

Cross members.  

 

In April, Valerie Patscheck led “Bunco Night” 

and in May the Team hosted Military 

Appreciation Day, which was recognized by 

personal photographs of those who served our 

nation proudly. 

 

In June, Father's Day was honored by everyone 

wearing ties which led to some caring 

conversations about their fathers. This event 

continues to be more creative every year. 

 

The Fellowship Team decided to continue 

"Summer Fun Hospitality" by hosting the 1st 

and 3rd Sundays. Beginning in July, National 

Hot Dog Day celebrated our patriotic heritage.  

An Aloha Day highlight was the Hawaiian Rolls 

(Spam and Pineapple) that led to a lot of Spam 

conversation starters “back in the day”. The 

Beach Photo opportunity along with the 

Hawaiian music helped get everyone in the 

"island mindset". In August a “Blueberry Bash” 

was held and many showed up dressed in blue 

and the refreshments were various blueberry 

treats. In July we hosted a night at the park, 

listening to the classic rock sounds of a “Journey 

Tribute Band”. It was a beautiful evening for a 

picnic and the music was fabulous!  

 

Rally Day in September provided an opportunity 

for the congregation to find a new ministry at 

Mount Cross to support with their time and 

energy. We hope you found something new that 

brings God's joy into your life at Mount Cross.  

The Birthday Bash dinner potluck was held in 

October to kick off the Mount Cross 50
th

 

Anniversary year of celebration by celebrating 

God’s faithfulness, “Yesterday, Today and 

Forever”. It was wonderful to see all ages of the 

congregation come together making marvelous 

donations to Make-A-Wish Tri Counties.  

November arrived, with the annual 

Thanksgiving Eve service and Pie Social which 

had another crowded room of people with lots 

of laughter and chatter...sharing pie the night 

BEFORE we ate turkey!  
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The Annual Christmas Concert “Love Came 

down at Christmas” this year was enjoyed by all 

- thanks to the musical work of many, and 

special thanks to Pastor John for his inspiration 

and writing! And thanks to all who provided 

treats for the dessert potluck that followed the 

concert. We hosted the Christmas card sharing 

wall again this year - an opportunity to share 

Christmas greetings with your whole Mount 

Cross family with only ONE CARD. This 

continues to grow in support every year and we 

love the photo cards the best! It's fun to see 

family photos - and sometimes it is helpful to tie 

together a name and a face.  

And through all these crazy events, we had 

weekly chances to share a conversation, thanks 

to Gail Baird as the Hospitality Coordinator - 

and all the volunteers who hosted for a morning. 

Host jobs include making the beverages (coffee 

always - tea, cider, lemonade as options), setting 

it out, serving it and cleaning it up. If you 

haven't tried to host we highly recommend it. It 

is lots of fun! We would like to thank all who 

shared in the cost and service of these valuable 

events.   

 

  The Fellowship Team is always looking for 

new ideas, and will help support you if you want 

to host an event. We meet the second Thursday 

of every month - and our meetings are more 

"fellowship" than "meeting"... come see what 

we  mean! 

 

   Respectfully Submitted, 

   The 2015 Fellowship Committee 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELPING HANDS 
 

Helping Hands had the privilege of hosting receptions after 3 funerals at Mount Cross this year.  It is so 

rewarding to be able to watch the families and friends sit back and enjoy reminiscing with each other 

over food without having any of the worry of setting up or cleaning up after the reception.  They are able 

to solely focus on their day of remembrance.   This ministry would not be possible without the help of 

the 20+ volunteers who bring food and help during the reception.  A big 

THANK YOU to all who have helped during the year.   

             Respectfully submitted by co-chairs: 

             Denise Sobolik 

             Jan Gerk  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

LEARNING AND YOUTH  
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Children and Youth Ministry Assistant 
As we have been growing our Fun with Faith program we realized that we need additional assistance 

with hiring a new staff member.  The Learning Committee met and talked about what that could entail.  

We used the old position of “Fun with Faith Assistant” as a guideline to what we needed, but we did not 

want to limit the position to only Wednesdays with our needs also being to help with other children and 

youth programs periodically.  We came up with the job title of “Children and Youth Ministry Assistant” 

as a person who helps with Fun with Faith each week, and also someone who will help with Faith 

Journeys when needed, and other youth programs when assistance is needed.  After we finished the job 

description we thought of who would be best to fill the position.  We spoke about Katie Robinson who 

had graciously volunteered during VBS to lead our music session.  I met and interviewed Katie for the 

position, and she was a perfect match to what our needs are and to how we see our ministry growing.  

Katie was hired and has been helping mainly with Fun with Faith and Faith Journeys since October of 

2015.  Katie is currently attending Moorpark College in the hopes of being a teacher and/or music 

teacher in the future.  Katie has been a joy to have in our program, and helped us greatly as she plays the 

piano and leads our children in music.  Thank you to everyone who has supported adding this new 

position, and for welcoming Katie as we figure out how this position can help our programs grow here at 

Mount Cross. 

 

Fun with Faith                  Attendance:    Average….20 

Curriculum:  We started this year with using the old curriculum being used by Pastor Erik from Gospel 

Light.  Soon after I started we stopped using written curriculum, and I started writing and teaching my 

own researched curriculum.  We now do segments of different themes, for example: during Lent we 

learned different ways of praying and practiced, the beginning of fall we learned about the way Jesus 

showed us how to love one another, and before Christmas we learned about the different pieces of the 

Christmas story.  Each of the themes are linked to bible passages, and we focus on each theme for a few 

months doing different activities around the theme to help the children better understand the message. 
 

Format:  We begin our time with the children getting their name tags and going out to play on the 

playground with Miss Katie, or staying in the Parish Life Center to help with putting together snack.  

Then the children wash up and get snack served by other children.  The children all stand around the 

table as we sing a table grace, and then one of the children does spoken grace to bless our meal.  Then 

the children sit around one big table eating and having fellowship time together.  If there is a holiday or 

big event going on we present a question for them to talk about with people around them.  After snack 

the children clean up their area and then get into two separate groups; the preschool through second 

graders, and the third through fifth graders.  The younger children leave to do high’s and low’s with 

Miss Katie and/or Karen Fanner, while the older kids do the message activity with me and Katie.  After 

twenty minutes the groups switch to do the other activity.  Then after another twenty minutes all the 

children get together in the sanctuary to do chapel time.  Katie and I lead a few silly camp songs, and 

then Pastor John leads a short message that pairs with the message they were learning about that day.  

Then we invite one of the children to come to the front and lead us in a closing prayer.  The children are 

then picked up by their parents in the playground, or in the Parish Life Center if it is too dark. 

 

Staffing: The Wednesday program was staffed initially by myself with the help of Patti Stouch.  It was 

realized very quickly that we needed another staff member and in the fall Katie Robinson was hired to be 

the Children and Youth Ministry Assistant to mainly help with FWF.  In the fall Karen Fanner has been 

a huge help with being in charge of “high’s and low’s time”, and is always going above and beyond 
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creating fun activities for the children to get to know each other better in that time.  Every week we have 

had parents help with bringing snack, and we have had no difficulty with always having enough and 

having it provided. We also had the occasional junior high helpers. (They were: Tabitha Ebright, Sabrina 

Ebright, Emma Sidner, and Katelyn Abernathy). 

 

Major changes that have occurred for Fun with Faith this year!! 

 When I started we did FWF twice a month sporadically.  I kept with the original schedule through 

the spring, however, starting the fall of 2015 Fun with Faith was changed to being every 

Wednesday with few dark days! 

 We originally had used purchased curriculum for Fun with Faith, and now I changed that to 

writing my own curriculum around the messages that were most appropriate. 

 A few weeks being in charge of Fun with Faith I changed the schedule of it around to allow there 

to be time for free play, fellowship time during snack, and a separate time for high’s and low’s 

and the message with appropriate age groups. 

 Fun with Faith used to only allow 1
st
-5

th
 grade students, and in the fall we let in preschool to 

fifth grade students!  We made sure to break the groups up when more appropriate, and put the 

older children in leadership positions. 

 We started a reward system for the children on their name tags.  They get a bead for every time 

they attend, if they bring a friend, if they help with praying, if they help with cleaning up, if they 

bring a can for the food pantry, if they bring their bible, if they remember the memory verse for 

the month, and if they do an “Act of Service.”  Once they get to ten beads they get a prize, and 

then the child with the most gets to pick a friend and go out to lunch with Meredith.  This has 

made the kids want to keep coming back as well as doing positive acts of service for the 

community.  

 

We have had many kids coming every week, lots of friends being brought, and the attendance for 

Fun with Faith surpasses the attendance of Faith Journeys. Doing Fun with Faith once a week has 

been extremely beneficial and the parents and children have loved getting together on a more regular 

basis.  

                   
Faith Journeys (Sunday School) 
Faith Journeys (Sunday School) - We continued to use the Augsburg Fortress “Spark” curriculum 

following the lectionary of the church for our preschool through fifth grade classes through the spring of 

2015. We continued to have six classes broken up into age groups through the spring, and started 

thinking about what would be the most successful for the fall.  We found that each of the classes would 

only get zero to two students on average with the exception to the fourth grade “Introduction of the Bible 

Class”, taught by Scott Fajnor that had more students.  In the spring the children would start Faith 

Journeys at 9:45am and be out of the church service all the way until after the sermon around 10:40am. 

Having Faith Journeys broken up into so many classes with so little children did not make sense 

anymore for Mount Cross.  Also, having the children out of worship the whole time was disappointing. I 

spoke with many of the Faith Journeys teachers and also with many of the parents about different ideas 

and in the fall of 2015 we changed the way we did Faith Journeys.   

 

In the fall of 2015 we started doing Fun with Faith every week as our primary elementary school and 

preschool learning experience at church.  After doing this we shortened our Faith Journey time to being 

20 minutes in the middle of the church service.  Children would still come at 9:45am for a short opening, 
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then go to sit with their parents for the beginning of worship.  The children would then go up to for the 

children’s message, then out for Faith Journey’s. Then the children would come back in after the sermon 

to finish worship with their parents. During their time in Faith Journeys the children would do a 

shortened activity all revolving around the text from the fourth Sunday of that month.  The first Sunday 

the children are introduced to the text for the month and are challenged with a memory verse for the 

month.  The second Sunday the children break into small groups and talk about the text more in depth 

with children of their age group.  The third Sunday the children do an art project that goes with the text, 

and the fourth Sunday the children participate in special ways in the church service itself.  After a few 

months of doing Faith Journeys in this way we are trying to keep our minds open and flexible to see 

what would be the best way to lead this program for the future. 

 

Our Sunday School Christmas program was on December 6
th

 during our 10:00AM service.  We 

practiced for the month before during Fun with Faith on Wednesday, and had our dress rehearsal 

including the middle school youth on December 2nd. The traditional Christmas Story was told with a 

modern twist in a story written by Pastor Erik. Our children sang and told the story wearing our 

traditional Christmas costumes.  The program filled the hearts of those attending with anticipation and 

joy for the celebration of the birth of our Lord Jesus. Thank you to all the children and youth that shared 

the story of Christ’s birth in story and song.  A special thank you to Karen Fanner who helped with 

putting together the costumes for the children, and our Children and Youth Ministry Assistant Katie 

Robinson who helped put together and teach the children the Christmas music. We thank all the helpers 

both youth and adults that assisted to make the program possible.  

 

Church Nursery 
Childcare is available for children three months to five years for all worship services and most special 

events. Shaun York and Kayla Lindquist have been our fantastic care team. Thank you for your 

faithful dedication to our church nursery.  

 

Fun with the Family 
In the summer we had a water day and picnic in the park with families and had about 15 people. Then 

starting in fall of 2015 we have had one fun family event each month on a Sunday.  In October we went 

to the Fall Festival with about 20 people, and in November we went bowling and had 32 people show 

up!  Then in December we planned to go caroling at a senior home and had to cancel it due to low 

attendance.  However, we then did “Parent’s Night Out” and had 16 preschool and elementary children 

come for a night of fun with the high school youth!  We are going to continue doing a fun event each 

month to bring the families together for fun and fellowship time! 

 
Vacation Bible School "Son Spark Labs"  
130 children from Preschool to 6

th
 grade attended our Son Spark Lap VBS August 1

st
-6

th
.  We also had 

approximately 30 middle school and high school helps, and 20 adults helping run the groups and 

activities.  We had Pastor John, AKA “Dr. Cool,” starting off our mornings as a big group and sharing 

the message with us.  Then we had a rotation activities such as recreation, snack, arts and crafts, and 

music.  A big thank you to all the adults and youth who graciously volunteered as teachers, youth 

helpers, floaters, decorators and scenery helpers, photographers, raffle helpers and recreation assistants.  

Many Mount Cross church members donated snacks and supplies to help make 2015 VBS a success.    
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Confirmation and Middle School Program 

Attendance: 

Wednesday nights:          Average=  23                     Highest=  31       Lowest= 20 

Curriculum: We were using Faith Inkubators for Confirmation through  the end of spring 2015, and 

then in the fall we started using the new Augsburg Fortress curriculum for Confirmation, “Collaborate.” 

Staffing: Pastor John has mainly been teaching Confirmation on Wednesday Nights, with Meredith 

jumping in to teach sometimes.      

Wednesday nights:     6- 8 Adults     

 

Fun Events for Middle School 
 

This year we added many more fun events for this age group. In the fall I started doing one fun event per 

month. We went to El Camino Pines Winter Retreat and took seven youth, we went to Disneyland and 

took 6 youth, and we went to El Camino Pines for Summer Camp and took 6 middle school youth.  In 

the summer we had 7 youth come on a hike, 8 youth come to the Ventura County Fair, and 16 youth 

show up to a middle school overnighter at the church.  Then starting in the fall we have been doing one 

fun event a month for middle school.  We had 18 youth come to “Midnight Madness” with other 

churches from the area, seven youth go on our beach trip day, 7 youth come to the Middle School Youth 

Gathering, and 6 youth come on another hike!  We have been busy getting to know each other and 

having fun!  
 

High School Youth Group 
Attendance:   Youth Group: 1-9     (we have about 13 that are semi regular) 

Curriculum:  I put together my own curriculum based on current events and issues that the youth find 

important.  Our high school youth have gone through a lot of serious issues so I try and keep things 

relevant to what is going on in their lives. Some of the topics we have talked about are faith, depression 

and suicide (in the last year there have been two suicides that have impacted the youth at Mount Cross 

greatly), the stabbing of a Camarillo High student at Taco Bell this past year, saints in our lives, things 

that inspire them in worship, and the issues in Syria and the refugees. Some of these topics are heavy and 

hard to talk about, but they have helped our group bond closer together in the fact that Mount Cross is a 

place for them to be able to deal with serious issues in their young lives. 

Format:  Since I have been here we have tried youth group in several different ways, but one format 

stood out to work the best.  We meet on Sunday evenings from 6:00-8:00PM.  Initially we meet in the 

kitchen and make a simple meal together.  Then we go to my office, which I have setup as a comfortable 

youth room with a couch, and we have fellowship time as we eat the meal together that we just prepared.  

After we sit in our circle and do “highs and lows and prayer concerns.” This time is for the youth to 

check in with each other about the past week, and see if there is anything weighing on them to make into 

a prayer concern.  If a youth has a prayer concern they light a candle for it.  At the end of everybody 

sharing, which can take up to an hour if people have a lot of things weighing on them, we hold hands 

and lift up our prayer concerns to God through the Lord’s Prayer.  We then have time to talk about the 

curriculum topics. The last few minutes we go back to the kitchen and clean up the mess we made from 

making dinner. 

Notes on the process of figuring out what would work with this group of young people: 
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 When I started the only weekly gathering of high school youth was on Wednesday nights as 

helpers for Confirmation.  First I started to take out the high school youth during the teaching 

time so they could have their own group time.  This worked through the spring of 2015 and we 

would get up to 3-7 high school youth attending. 

 Fall of 2015 I noticed a major decline in the amount of youth attending our weekly Wednesday 

meetings.  I spoke with many parents and youth and found that many of them, especially the new 

freshmen, had other activities on Wednesdays, and they were not able to attend a meeting that 

day of the week. I spoke and sent out an email to the parents and youth about what day of the 

week would work.  Sunday was decided as the day that seemed to work the best for the majority 

of the youth in our group.   

 

 In October we started meeting on Sunday evenings from 6:00-8:00PM.  Our first youth group 

night we had nine youth, and it became clear that this night was what worked best for our 

specific group of young people. We have tried to meet almost every Sunday since unless it was a 

holiday week, and doing youth group on Sundays has been a success.  Our attendance at the 

smallest was 5 and the largest has been 9.   

 

High School Fun Events 
We have had several fun events since the time I have started for the high school youth.  Once a month 

we do “joint youth group” with Trinity Lutheran Church in Ventura.  We trade-off between our group 

traveling to Ventura and them coming down here.  We also took four youth to the High School Winter 

Retreat, and five youth to the High School Leadership Retreat, both located at camp El Camino Pines.  

In the spring we participated in an all-night event with five other churches called the “Night Crawl,” and 

we brought nine of youth as well as fifty other youth around Ventura county jumping between many 

different fun activities.  We brought back an old tradition of “kidnapping” the 8
th

 graders after they were 

confirmed and bringing them to breakfast, which was a great way to welcome them to our youth group!  

I took two youth to Detroit for the National Youth Gathering with a group from Lutheran Retreats 

Camps and Conferences.  Since I was unable to get other youth involved in the National Youth 

Gathering, we also did another trip camping in Catalina with seven youth for a weekend at the end of the 

summer.  In the summer we also took seven youth to the beach for a day of fun in Ventura.  We also 

went on a hike to Wildwood Canyon with the youth.  The youth have participated in fundraisers for 

events, such as the Make Bake Celebrate, Easter Breakfast, and also “Parent’s Night Out”.  The youth 

and I have come up with fun ideas for the coming year to get them active and having fun together to help 

build our youth group back up! 

Communication for all Children and Youth Ministries 
A master calendar for the year was sent out for all of our children events in the beginning of the year.  

Then every week all the children and youth families get a weekly email announcing the events that week 

and the future events to keep in mind.  This is also where you find ways to sign up for events and 

bringing snack for FWF.  The weekly email displays pictures that have been taken of the children.  On 

top of the weekly email monthly events are put into the newsletter, and postcards are sent out about big 

events coming up. Facebook is regularly used to post pictures of the children and what they are learning.  

All the parents sign a photo and media release form now so that we can post these pictures legally in our 

church communications and in social media.  

 



 

25 

 

Thank You! 
Thank you to the Learning Committee members for their dedication and service. You are a fantastic 

group and you are appreciated! Our group is made up of: Patti Stouch, Courtney Burke, Aaron Laskey, 

Anne Valencia, Yvette DuHamel, and  Dottie Keough. Special thanks to Patti Stouch for chairing our 

committee, Anne Valencia for taking our minutes, and Dottie Keough for representing us at church 

council! 

Thank you to the Confirmation Guides as you give so much of your time each week to be there for 

our middle school youth as they go through many different things in their lives.  Brian Fisher, Brian 

Stouch, Anne Valencia, Dianna Rose, Holly Ebright, and Todd Ebright have all helped so greatly in 

being positive role models to our middle school youth! 

Thank you to our Faith Journeys teachers who have helped shape our youngest children, and teach 

them about the bible and such important messages.  There are so many of you that have given up your 

time, and your Sunday mornings, to make sure we are able to continue our education on Sunday 

mornings.  A special thank you to Patti Stouch who helped Faith Journeys stay afloat and running the 

program in the spring as I was just starting in my position. 

Thank you to the parents who have given their time and incredible ideas to build our Fun with Faith 

program into a more comprehensive and weekly program for our preschool-5
th

 grade children.  Thank 

you to all the parents who helped donate snack, and a special thanks to Patti Stouch and Lisa Saner who 

helped me in the fall with keeping Fun with Faith going.  Another huge thank you to Karen Fanner who 

has stepped up to help with Fun with Faith every week this fall, and who’s input has helped us change 

things to be more successful. 

Thank you to all the parents and youth who helped with VBS! There are so many of you in this 

category from people helping with our amazing crafts, to our creative snack, to our music and recreation 

sessions, our playground and keeping the children safe, all the people who were helpers and teachers 

with groups of children, the people who ran our awesome dinner on Thursday night, the people who ran 

and put on an awesome raffles, and all those people who helped me with setting everything up 

beforehand and cleaning everything up afterward. 

 

Lastly, thank you to all of the parents and youth who have made this such an enjoyable and 

exciting year for me!  You are what makes our program successful, and I looked forward to what 

we have in store for the future! 

 

                    Fondly, 

                    Meredith   
 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
 

Water Conservation Update 

During this year, we converted more grassed areas to drought tolerant plant beds.  We have fine tuned 

our sprinkler timers, fixed leaks, and replaced some sprinkler heads.  We replaced both drinking 

fountains because the valves wasted water.  We downsized our water meter to reduce our monthly bill. 

We will install water-saving toilets with our 2016 funds. 

 

Our 2015 Maintenance and Repair Program 
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The Property Committee meets at 7 PM on the last Tuesday of each month.  Throughout 2015, 

committee members and many parishioners (including those who volunteer on workdays) have given of 

their talents and energy to maintain and improve our facilities and grounds.  Their accomplishments are: 

 

Recycling 

Collection of all recyclables from the property 

 

Maintenance 

Succulent Garden on north edge of patio 

Sanctuary light bulb replacement  

Prayer Garden and flower beds maintenance and planting 

Juniper and palm tree trimming 

Flat top griddle heavy cleaning 

Steam table heavy cleaning 

Window washing 

Brass polishing 

Roof and gutter cleaning 

Hillside clearing, maintenance and planting 

Lawn sprinkler maintenance 

Kitchen drain maintenance 

Van maintenance 

 

Repair 

Furnace gas line repair 

Attic ladder replacement 

South wall painting (over graffiti) 

Canopy top replacement 

Restroom signs replacement 

Office chairs re-cushioned 

 

New Equipment 

New light fixture over Sanctuary west entrance 

New coffee urn 

New electrical outlets on Sanctuary outside wall 

 

Contracted Services, Maintenance and Repair 

Drinking fountains replacement 

Gas line and water line repairs 

Sacristy sewer line replacement 

Kitchen drain line routing 

Sewer cleanouts installed 

Oven repair 

Tree trimming 

Van repair 

Carpet cleaning 

Janitorial services 

Pest control  
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Fire extinguisher services 

Grounds maintenance 

Trash collection services 

 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Your Property Committee 

 

SERVICE & MISSIONS 
 
2015 was another busy year at Mount Cross for all who supported the many projects that are coordinated 

by your "Service and Missions Team".  As the year unfolded we continued to use the method we stared 

last year of lifting up the "Mission of the Month"  and providing details about each monthly project.  We 

continue to support the many outreach and service projects that are dear to many, including: 

 The "Souper Bowl of Caring" in February and our weekly food donations for the Saint Columba's 

food pantry and the 32nd Annual Camarillo CROP Hunger Walk in March helped address 

Hunger issues here and around the world. 

 Additionally, direct action against local hunger needs was provided through a hot meal on the 

2nd Thursday each month in partnership with Peace Lutheran and the Many Meals of Camarillo 

Thursday program.  

 Many Mount Cross members and those in our neighborhood continued to support our Sunday 

morning Blood Drives with United Blood Services. 

 Thrivent Grants helped buy the supplies to assemble GPS kits on the patio to distribute in our 

community.  The kits include resource information and items to help with immediate needs.    

 The Lutheran Social Services collection bin to gather supplies to help those served from the 

Thousand Oaks office and a small group walked during the LSS Walk on the CLU Campus.  

 The coffee, chocolate, tea and olive oil at the monthly Fair Trade sales helped many small scale 

farmers around the world get fair wages and improved lives. 

 Artisans and crafters and their families had a better and more secure future thanks to their 

increased income from our Fair Trade SERRV sale in the November/December.  

 The Hickory House Christmas party was a big success again thanks to the generosity of many at 

Mount Cross, and so much was donated, an extra gift was able to be given. 

 The continued partnering with Habitat for Humanity at the Santa Paula build site helped 

complete two homes. We look forward to more work there as the next four families have been 

chosen for their homes. 

 Gifts of Hope continues to be a wonderful alternative Christmas project. This year, we supported 

Lutheran Disaster Response as they respond to the Middle East and Europe refugee crisis. 

 A new project we added this year was creating school and health kits for Lutheran World Relief. 

Many thanks to VBS support for starting us off right, as we began collecting school supplies that 

week - and then continued through the fall. We had great fun at Fun with Faith and Confirmation 

assembling the many supplies into kits.  

  

As we move into 2016 the Service and Missions committee is looking for ways to raise up the 

Church wide 50,000 Acts of Service Program and look forward to working with many old friends and 

making many new friends as we take the time to serve and to be "Gods Hands" in our world. 
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The SAM Committee meets each month.  Please attend a meeting if you would like to take a 

more active role in one of these ongoing missions or if you have ideas for a new outreach.  We strive to 

uplift service projects that fulfill our mission statement, and that respond to needs brought forth during 

the year. 

 

Thanks to the committee members: Bob Boyer, Bill Stoll, Nora Fajnor, Mary Goodenough and 

Melissa Henry.  Additionally, thanks to Carol Broderick, Linette Angelastro, Dianne Selbrede, Trish 

Whalen, Erin Carty, Meredith Gardner, and many others for the gifts of their time and talent in bringing 

many projects to successful fruition. 

 

Most importantly thanks to all of the members and friends of Mount Cross for the support both 

physical and financial in accomplishing so much this year.  

 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of  

the Service and Missions Committee 

Gordon Henry - Chair 
 

Many Meals  
 

An annual report always allows the opportunity to reflect on the year’s highlights, to thank those who 

have been instrumental in success and to enumerate the goals for the coming year.  The Many Meals 

program makes doing those things simple because the mission is so pure and the people involved are so 

dedicated.  Here is an abbreviated view of 2015 for Many Meals. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

5
th

 anniversary of Thursday night Many Meal dinners was celebrated in September – roughly 5,200  

dinner guests have been served over the five years on the Mount Cross dinner nights. 

Continued to average 80 diners a meal, serving both a “sit down” meal and a “take home” 

meal to each guest thanks to Mount Cross volunteers who fill from 45 to 60 food and work 

assignments per evening. 

Special meals were served thanks to Mount Cross including the summer BBQ with the Rose family 

BBQ  crew and the December Holiday Ham dinner sponsored by member donations. 

Every meal is a blessing for both volunteers and dinner guests and contains highlights – too many to list  

in this report. 

  

 

 

 

THANKS 

Corporate donors 

 Octavio’s Restaurant – ongoing weekly donor of hot vegetables and green salad 

 Panera Bread, Camarillo – ongoing weekly donor of bread and pastry products  

 Target Store, Pacific View Mall, Ventura – discounted hams for December dinner 

Mount Cross Volunteers and Congregational donors 

Partners at Peace Lutheran – each month we partner with a like number of volunteers from  
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Peace Lutheran Church and every good thing said about our volunteers and congregation should 

be echoed about them.   

To God for giving us abundance and the opportunity to share. 

 

GOALS FOR 2016 

To continue to offer a hot meal for those who are in need of a meal in a setting that captures  

 the warmth and hospitality of  having a guest in our own home for dinner. 

To make certain that those in need are aware of the Many Meals program and to share information   

 about other services with Many Meals guests. 

  

Submitted by Trish Whalen, Karen Gramacki and Susan Prosser 

 on behalf of dozens of Many Meals volunteers 

 

 

 

 

 

Tied in Faith. 

Sent in Hope. 

Wrapped in Love. 

 

 

The Quilters at Mount Cross meet on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Thursday of the month at 

9:30 AM in the Parish Life Center.  We make quilts for Lutheran World Relief’s “Mission Quilt” 

project.  The quilts are sent all over to world to help end poverty, injustice and human suffering.  When 

we make and send our quilts they are used in many ways.  In addition to being cozy, and used to keep 

someone warm,  other uses for the quilts are as a baby carrier, tied around a mother’s back; a market 

display, spread on the ground and piled with vegetables; a sack for transporting those goods to market; a 

sunshade; and a shawl.    

 

In 2015 we made 126 quilts! During 2015, a couple of the quilters attended Confirmation to help 

assemble health and school kits for LWR.  We explained our outreach of making quilts to the group. 

This sparked an interest in the Confirmation group to schedule a date in 2016 to assemble quilts!  We 

also received sizeable donation of fabric from a Confirmation student, Tabitha Ebright, who is interested 

in helping with this project.   

 

Many helping hands from Mount Cross members are needed to make the quilts.   We receive donations 

of materials.  Members help with cutting, organizing by color, sewing squares, tying, storing and 

shipping the boxed quilts.   Making quilts provides an opportunity for us to answer God’s call to love 

and serve our neighbors in need. To those that receive them, they are a tangible symbol of God’s love 
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and compassion.  Please consider joining us twice a month on Thursdays to pin and tie quilts….no 

experience necessary.     

 

Respectfully submitted,  

The Quilters 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion Ministers 

 
 Since 2004, we have been sending a group of Communion Ministers out from the worship service 

into the community. Once a month they take the consecrated bread and wine from one our Holy 

Communion services to homes, hospitals and residential care facilities so that our absent sisters and 

brothers can also share in the sacred meal. 

     Our team of trained Communion Ministers visit a variety of locations in the community each month.  

In 2015 there were eleven people who regularly received Communion from these ministers.  In 2016 we 

expect to serve at least a dozen folks, and possibly three or four more. 

 The Communion Ministers who served in 2015 were Gail Baird, Bob & Joan Brundage, Mary 

Goodenough, Dottie Keough, Ellen Kramer, Dan & Karen Nelson, Judy Winters and Pastor John.  As 

we move into 2016 we’ve had to say goodbye to Dottie Keough but said welcome to Dmitry and Mary 

Altshuller.   

 In addition, we thank all of those who have served as Communion Ministers since we launched this 

ministry in 2004: Paul Christensen, Pat Garant, Gayle Johnson, Binney Nast , Louise Vincent, Barbara 

Meyer, Carol Paul, Keith Selbrede, Tim Thomton, Bob Cole, John Colby and Pastor Erik Goehner. 

 If you would like to receive this service or if you would like to receive this training and become a 

member of this team, please contact the church office or the pastor. 

 

Stephen Ministry 

 
 First the good news.  Mount Cross has been a Stephen Ministry congregation since 1994.  In that time 

we have sent twenty two (22) of our members to the Leader Training Course.  This one week event that 

takes place at a variety of venues around the country, prepares people to organize, teach and supervise 

the Stephen Ministers who serve in their congregation.   

 More good news.  Since 1994, we have trained, commissioned and sent into service seventy six (76) 

Stephen Ministers.  They have walked along side hundreds of people going through various challenges 

in their lives, listening to and caring for people in a variety of locations and situations.  And after their 

initial fifty hours of training, these Stephen Ministers have met, on the average of twice a month, for 

Continuing Education and Peer Supervision. 

 Still more good news.  Just about every Stephen Minister who has ever serve will say that they 

received more from the experience of listening to and caring for someone than they ever gave.  And they 

will also usually say that they used the skills they learned for the rest of their life. 

http://www.mountcross.com/contact-us.html
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 And now, the other news.  Our 21
st
 year in Stephen Ministry finds us at one of our lowest points.  We 

have two Stephen Leaders.  Thank you Linda Frantz and Valerie Patscheck.  And we have three faithful 

and dedicated Stephen Ministers.  Thank you Karen Gramacki and Dan & Karen Nelson.   

 We had an important brainstorming session in May 2015 attended by many current and former 

Stephen Ministers and Leaders.  There was consensus around the idea that we not let the ministry die.  

But there was no consensus on what to do to revive it.  The Leadership Team has decided we basically 

need to start over, especially in the way we communicate what this ministry is (and is not), how it works, 

and how great the need is for new Leaders and Ministers. 

 We will be devoting some of the worship service on February 7, 2016 toward the goal of re-educating 

the congregation and hopefully inspiring new servants. 
 

 Welcome Team 
 

The Welcome Team’s mission is to reach out to people in the community and to 

new visitors to our church. This is crucial because it is not in a new person’s comfort zone to introduce 

themselves to strangers in a church setting. We are always looking for ways to help a new person or 

couple feel at ease when they are brave enough to attend one of our services. 

 

Here are some of the things we’ve done this past year to reach out. At both services new visitors are 

asked to sign the “Welcome to Worship” sheets in the pews. We gather these sheets and notify anyone 

who signed as a visitor and included a phone number or email address.  They can also leave the same 

information in the kiosk guest book. 

 

The personal touch is always good so we introduce ourselves and welcome them to Mount Cross 

either as they leave the sanctuary or on the patio.  Those who have faithfully done this are 

Don Hauser, Jan Gerk, Tracy Blois and Norm Williamsen. In addition, Dan Hanovich, Beverly Rueckert 

and Mary O'Donnell have volunteered to help with collecting visitor contact information. 

 

Equally important is the promotion of special events at our church.  Jan Gerk has submitted ads in 

The Acorn and The Star.   These ads are attractive and invite people to Christmas concerts, 

Thanksgiving services,  Easter services and Rally Day at Mount Cross. 

 

Tracy has been working with Meredith to put church news out on Facebook.  She also has inserted 

Facebook friendly notes in the red books.  Norm and Don have helped to get pictures of new members   

into church publications.  Marion has kept the team informed about council business related to our  

mission. We all help serve refreshments to our new members on the day they officially are made 

members at the church service.   Dan and Karen Nelson serve cake as well. 

 

Many thanks to all who volunteer for and support this outreach, 

 

                Respectfully, 

                Bob Cole,  (chair) 

WORSHIP & MUSIC   
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Year 2015 for the Worship and Music Committee was one of settling in to a routine with two services on 

a permanent year-round basis with one pastor.  The addition of a Children’s Youth and Family Ministry 

Director brought some minor changes to the relationship of worship to our children and youth. 

 

The annual report presents an opportunity to shine a light on the many members of the worship and 

music support team.  Thanks to those who share their talents and volunteer their time the church once 

again enjoyed meaningful weekly worship along with a change of pace in the Tent Service, a change of 

setting in the Service in the Park and a wonderful start to our celebrations with the Christmas Music 

Concert.    We are grateful for the predictably joyful music and décor we enjoy for each season of the 

church year and the seamless support to weekly and special worship.   

 

Like the church as a whole, we face many challenges in the coming year in our continuing effort to meet 

the needs of the congregation.  As we go forward, your Worship and Music Committee will continue to 

work with other Committees and congregational leaders to enrich the worship opportunities and 

experiences for the congregation.  

 

        Submitted on behalf of the Committee by James Prosser, Chairperson 

 

Sanctuary Choir & English Hand bell Choir 
 
SANCTUARY CHOIR 

 

The Sanctuary Choir has experienced a reduction in numbers due to individuals moving out of town and 

health related issues.  We would welcome new members to come and join us next season.  Although we 

are smaller in numbers, we are continuing to rise to the occasion and provide quality spiritual offerings 

during the Sunday services.   

 

On June 7th the choir participated in the Spring Concert.  The theme was Praise & Thanksgiving and it 

was well received at both the 8:30 & 10:00 a.m. services. 

 

Our Christmas Concert on Sunday 12/6 was very uplifting with our theme: Love Came Down at 

Christmas.  There was a small surprise during the last bell choir offering with a dessert reception 

following. 

 

 

ENGLISH HAND BELL CHOIR 

 

The English Hand bell Choir continues to be a blessing to the congregation as they ring the last Sunday 

of each month.   

 

On June 7th the bell choir participated in the Spring Concert.  The theme was Praise & Thanksgiving 

and it was well received at both the 8:30 & 10:00 a.m. services. 

 

Our Christmas Concert on Sunday 12/6 was very uplifting with our theme: Love Came Down at 

Christmas.  There was a small surprise during the last bell choir offering with a dessert reception 

following. 
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We do have one bell position open and would welcome a new bell ringer to the group.  It is a great way 

to relax for an hour on Wednesday night from 6:20 - 7:20 p.m. 

 

 

              Submitted by:  Jayne Pompey 

 
 

 

MOUNT CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

(805) 482-3847 
www.mountcross.com          

 

STAFF 

 John Soyster       384-2399 

 Pastor 

 Meredith Gardner     558-5687 

 Director of Children, Youth & Family 

 Ministries 

 Sheri Groenveld          482-3847 

   Parish Secretary/Office Manager 

 Cathy Channels      482-9706 

 Director, Child Development Center  

 Guy Ervin III       495-8688 

Organist  

Jayne Pompey          479-6619 

Sanctuary Choir & English Handbell Director 

 

 

 

 

Devin Milligan      402-6404 

Praise Band Director 

Jenny Christensen     987-5369 
Financial Secretary 

Herb Holler       482-0403 
Bookkeeper 

Nursery Attendants 

Shaun York 

Kayla Lindquist 

Katie Robinson 

Children & Youth Ministry Assistant 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Council and Congregational Leaders – 2015 
 

Church Council 

President* - Gayle Johnson - 388-3293 

http://www.mountcross.com/
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Vice President* - Bob Brundage - 482-2194 

Council Secretary* – Denise Sobolik – 388-5970  

Adult Education – Denise Sobolik – 388-5970 

Budget and Finance  - No Council Liaison 

Caring  - Chairs – Marion Cole – 988-0335 and Linda Frantz – 444-7027 

Child Development Center Representative – Cathy Channels – 482-9706 

Endowment/Legacy Giving – Liaison – Rick Gardner – 987-6610 

Facilities/Special Funds – 

Chair – Bob Burrow – 987-0336 and Liaison – Mike Laskey – 482-6768 

Fellowship  - Liaison - Nora Fajnor  - 914-4471 

Learning – Liaison – Dottie Keough – Moved 12/2015 

Mutual Ministry – Chair – Gayle Johnson – 388-3293 

Outreach – Chair – Denise Sobolik – 388-5970 

Personnel – Chair – Bob Burrow – 987-0336 

Prayer Central – Dottie Keough – Moved 12/2015 

Property – Liaison – Bob Brundage – 482-2194 

Service and Mission – Liaison – Nora Fajnor – 914-4471 

Stewardship – Chair – Bev Rueckert – 482-2518 

Welcome Team – Liaison – Marion Cole – 988-0335 

Worship and Music – Liaison – Randy Churchill – 482-3123 

Youth – Liaison – Harry Griffith – 914-4461 - Resigned 07/2015 

 

Appointed Leaders 

Treasurer* - Keith Selbrede – 484-8225 

Bookkeeper - Herb Holler – 482-0403  

Financial Secretary* - Jenny Christensen – 445-7601 

*Member of Executive Committee 

 

Additional Committee Chairs 

Altar Guild – Jan Beat – 482-7193 and Joanna Wullschleger – 482-4851 

Budget and Finance – Susan Prosser – 672-1606 

Concert Series – Barbara D’Addario – 482-2054 

Fellowship – Scott Fajnor – 276- 8454 

Learning – Patti Stouch – 987-4951 

Property – Rick Mann – 987- 8416 

Service and Missions – Gordon Henry - 279-9200 

Stephen Leaders – Linda Frantz, Valerie Patscheck, and Pastor John Soyster 

Welcoming – Bob Cole – 988-0335 

Worship and Music – Jim Prosser – 672-1606 

 

 

 

   

CONGREGATIONAL REPORT 

 
                  Baptized   Confirmed 
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Membership, end of 2014            919         656 

 

Members received during 2015 

 By baptism (children)            6      0      

 By baptism (adults)             0      0 

 By affirmation of faith            11      11 

 By transfer from ELCA congregations        2           2 

 By transfer from other Lutheran congregations      0     0 

 From non-Lutheran congregations          1     1 

 From other sources and statistical adjustments      0      0 

  

Total members received this year          20     14      

 

Baptized youth confirmed in 2015              6   

 

Members removed during 2015 

 By death                5     5 

 By transfer               17     12 

  

Total removed this year             22      17 

 

Membership, end of 2015            917    653 

 

2015 Sunday Worship Attendance 
 

January Average Total 

4  Sundays 171 684 

 

February Average Total 

4 Sundays 195 781 

 

March Average Total 

5 Sundays 175 873 

 

April Average Total 

4  Sundays 212 849 

 

May Average Total 

5 Sundays 189 756 

 

June Average Total 

4 Sundays 173 693 

 

July Average Total 

4 Sundays 144 576 

 

August Average Total 

5 Sundays 148 738 

 

September Average Total 

4 Sundays 160 640 

 

October Average Total 

4 Sundays 174 695 

 

November Average Total 

5 Sundays 164 818 

 

December Average Total 

4 Sundays  174          697 

 

2015 Total Sunday Attendance:   8,800 

2015 Average Sunday Attendance:  169 

 

For a detailed Sunday-by-Sunday report, see 

Current Year Statistics in the Church Council section of the Mount Cross website: www.mountcross.com 
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MT. CROSS CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
Budget for SY 15-16 

September 2015- August 2016 
Ordinary Income/Expense 

Income 

CD'S 
 

0.00 

Fundraisers 0.00 

Gifts 0.00 

Interest 0.00 

Lunch Bunch 13,365.00 

Registration Fees 10,625.00 

Surplus from prior year 2010-11 40,000.00 

T-Shirts & Sweatshirts 0.00 

Tuition- Fall/Spring 243,000.00 

Tuition- Summer 11,340.00 

Uncategorized Income 0.00 

Total Income 318,330.00 

Expense 

Advertisement 

 
1,000.00 

Bank Service Charges 25.00 

Dues and Subscriptions 150.00 

Education 200.00 

Equipment Replacement 1,000.00 

Facility Use 22,000.00 

Incentives 

Insurance 

Liability Insurance 

2,250.00 

 
2,600.00 

Workers Comp 10,615.00 

Total Insurance 13,215.00 

Late Fees 0.00 

Licenses & Fees 540.00 

Miscellaneous 

Outside Services 

Gardner 

12,608.95 

 
1,200.00 

Janitorial 0.00 

Outside Labor 0.00 

Treasurer 7,200.00 

Outside Services - Other 0.00 

Total Outside Services 8,400.00 

Parent Dinner 

Decorations 

 
500.00 

Food 1,341.00 

Set-up Fee 50.00 

Speaker 200.00 

Total Parent Dinner 2,091.00 

Payroll Expenses 

Administrative Salary 

 
50,338.05 

Bonus 0.00 

Hourly Wage 6,251.00 

Lunch Bunch 8,250.00 

Payroll Tax Expense 17,278.00 

Sessions 161,018.00 

Payroll Expenses - Other 0.00 

Total Payroll Expenses 243,135.05 

 

 

 

 

 

Postage and Delivery 0.00 

Printing and 

Reproduction 

Professional Fees 

Consulting 

225.00 

 
0.00 

Total Professional Fees 0.00 
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Repairs 

Building Repairs 750.00 

Equipment Repairs 500.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Repairs 

1,250.00 

Small Equipment 750.00 

Smart Tuition 

Supplies 

Consummable 

Laminating 

2,340.00 
 

 
0.00 

Consummable - Other 4,000.00 

Total Consummable 4,000.00 

Food 2,200.00 

Office 400.00 

Total Supplies 6,600.00 

T-Shirt & Sweatshirt Exp 0.00 

Telephone 550.00 

Uncategorized Expenses 0.00 

Total Expense 318,330.00 

 

Net Ordinary Income 

 

0.00 

Other Income/Expense  

Other Income 
Interest Income 0.00 

 

Total Other Income 0.00 
 

Net Other Income 0.00 
 

 

Net Income 0.00 
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Mount Cross Lutheran Church 

Balance Sheet 

As of December 31, 2015 
 

     

Dec 31, 15 

ASSETS 

    

 

Current Assets 
 

  

Checking/Savings 
 

   

10000 · Cash Assets 
 

    

10010 · Petty Cash 20.00  

    

10100 · County Commerce Checking 81,545.13  

    

10150 · County Commerce Money Market 90,440.94  

    

10500 · Fidelity Brokerage 172,821.50  

    

10550 · Fidelity Money Market Account 5,187.94  

    

10600 · Mission Investment Fund 4,309.14  

    

10700 · Endowment 315,958.30  

   

Total 10000 · Cash Assets 670,282.95  

  

Total Checking/Savings 670,282.95  

 

Total Current Assets 670,282.95  

 

Fixed Assets 

  

  

19000 · Capital Assets 
 

   

19100 · Equipment 43,037.65  

   

19200 · Furn-Fixture 20,000.00  

   

19300 · Land 268,466.00  

   

19400 · Structures 750,000.00  

  

Total 19000 · Capital Assets 1,081,503.65  

 

Total Fixed Assets 1,081,503.65  

TOTAL ASSETS 

 

1,751,786.60  

LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
 

 

Liabilities 

   

  

Current Liabilities 
 

   

Credit Cards 
 

    

21000 · Credit Cards 
 

     

21400 · Meredith 6,784.00  

     

21200 · Pastor John 3,483.08  

     

21300 · Sheryl 1,750.79  

     

21000 · Credit Cards - Other (11,523.24) 

    

Total 21000 · Credit Cards 494.63  
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Total Credit Cards 494.63  

   

Other Current Liabilities 
 

    

23000 · Payroll Liabilities (69.89) 

    

24000 · Benefit Liabilities 
 

     

24100 · Pastor Cont. Education 912.00  

     

24200 · Pastor Book Allowance 2,197.11  

    

Total 24000 · Benefit Liabilities 3,109.11  

   

Total Other Current Liabilities 3,039.22  

  

Total Current Liabilities 3,533.85  

  

Long Term Liabilities 
 

   

29000 · Mortgage 355,349.07  

  

Total Long Term Liabilities 355,349.07  

 

Total Liabilities 358,882.92  

 

Equity 

    

  

30000 · Opening Bal Equity 668,615.07  

  

31000 · Unrealized Gain/Loss 
 

   

31200 · Fidelity 
 

    

31210 · Fidelity Prior Years 13,775.57  

    

31220 · Fidelity Current Year (1,360.94) 

    

31230 · Fidelity Money Market Prior Yrs 0.04  

    

31250 · Fidelity Account Maintenance (2,022.80) 

   

Total 31200 · Fidelity 10,391.87  

   

31900 · Endowment 
 

    

31910 · Endowment Prior Years 67,109.00  

    

31920 · Endowment Current Year (23,709.63) 

   

Total 31900 · Endowment 43,399.37  

   

31000 · Unrealized Gain/Loss - Other 4,473.58  

  

Total 31000 · Unrealized Gain/Loss 58,264.82  

  

34000 · Church-designated Fund Accounts 
 

   

34110 - Hunger Giving 40.00  

   

34010 · Designated - Funds in Process 229.00  

   

34300 · Operational Exp Desig 
 

    

34310 · Wooden Chalice Project 784.65  

    

34320 · Property Funds 
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34326 · Facilities/Office Equipment 4,300.00  

     

34328 · Technology 1,655.54  

    

Total 34320 · Property Funds 5,955.54  

    

34380 · Strategic Plan Fund 1,500.00  

    

34390 · Council Sponsored Event Fund 931.75  

    

34300 · Operational Exp Desig - Other 450.05  

   

Total 34300 · Operational Exp Desig 9,621.99  

   

34400 · Learning & Youth Desig 
 

    

34410 - Youth Min Salary 6,000.00  

    

34400 · Learning & Youth Desig - Other 2,000.00  

   

Total 34400 · Learning & Youth Desig 8,000.00  

   

34500 · Worship & Music Desig 
 

    

34535 · Handbell Tuning/Maintenanace 1,642.96  

   

Total 34500 · Worship & Music Desig 1,642.96  

   

34600 · Fellowship Desig 
 

    

34610 · Fellowship 1,486.13  

    

34680 · Make, Bake, & Celebrate 2,197.09  

   

Total 34600 · Fellowship Desig 3,683.22  

   

34700 · Service & Mission Desig 
 

    

34780 · Tijuana House Mission 1,000.00  

   

Total 34700 · Service & Mission Desig 1,000.00  

   

34800 · Caring Desig 
 

    

34820 · Pastors' Discretionary 1,043.58  

   

Total 34800 · Caring Desig 1,043.58  

  

Total 34000 · Church-designated Fund Accounts 25,260.75  

  

35000 · Temporarily Restricted Funds 
 

   

35395 - 50th Anniv Comm 1,254.00  

   

35020 · Memorials - Temp Restricted 
 

    

35350 McMurray Memorial 17,511.37  

    

35145 Binney Nast Memorial 20,000.00  

    

35031 · Holk Trust 48,478.68  

    

35032 · Holk Trust - CYFM allocation 44,493.00  

    

35071 · Special Fund 445.21  

   

Total 35020 · Memorials - Temp Restricted 130,928.26  

   

35300 · Operational Exp Temp Restr 
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35310 · Operating Fund 
 

     

35311 - 2016 Giving 10,000.00  

     

35310 · Operating Fund - Other 232.98  

    

Total 35310 · Operating Fund 10,232.98  

    

35340 · Lutheran Magazine 205.00  

    

35360 · Property Restricted Funds 
 

     

35362 · Building Fund 3,435.00  

     

35368 · Prayer Garden 2,050.99  

    

Total 35360 · Property Restricted Funds 5,485.99  

    

35390 · Council Sponsored Event Fund 90.00  

   

Total 35300 · Operational Exp Temp Restr 16,013.97  

   

35400 · Learning & Youth Temp Restr 
 

    

35475 - Adult Educ. 540.00  

    

35410 · Learning Outr Exp Temp Restr 2,100.00  

    

35420 · Women's Bible Study 63.36  

    

35430 · Parenting Class 55.00  

    

35440 · Sunday School 236.04  

    

35450 · K-5 Activities/Fun With Faith 84.91  

    

35460 · Vacation Bible School 968.53  

   

Total 35400 · Learning & Youth Temp Restr 4,047.84  

   

35500 · Worship & Music Temp Restr 
 

    

35550 - Praise Band 250.00  

    

35510 · Flowers 558.55  

    

35515 · Holiday flowers 989.23  

    

35520 · Choir, Adult 250.14  

    

35525 · Choir, Childrens 1,241.69  

    

35540 · Piano Overhaul 1,056.09  

    

35545 · Handbells 3,192.83  

    

35570 · Classical Concert Series 24,232.77  

    

35575 · Concerts 32.36  

    

35580 · Sound Systems 100.20  

    

35585 · Sanctuary Items 4,803.19  

    

35500 · Worship & Music Temp Restr - Other 110.00  

   

Total 35500 · Worship & Music Temp Restr 36,817.05  

   

35600 · Fellowship Temp Restr 
 

    

35610 · Drama 336.63  

    

35630 · Fellowship Committee 
 

     

35635 · 3D 77.66  

     

35645 · Kitchen 2,843.37  
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35675 · Photo Directory Sponsorship 5.00  

     

35677 · Photo Directory Purchases 206.10  

    

Total 35630 · Fellowship Committee 3,132.13  

    

35600 · Fellowship Temp Restr - Other 5.00  

   

Total 35600 · Fellowship Temp Restr 3,473.76  

   

35700 · Service & Mission Temp Restr 
 

    

35710 · Many Meals 1,439.67  

    

35720 · Saint Columba's - Souper Bowl 100.00  

    

35730 · The Quilters 133.45  

    

35750 · Fair Trade Coffee Project 50.10  

    

35790 · Service & Mission - other 367.85  

   

Total 35700 · Service & Mission Temp Restr 2,091.07  

   

35800 · Caring Temp Restr 
 

    

35810 · Helping Hands 1,955.64  

    

35860 · Prayer Shawl Ministry 492.78  

    

35880 · Stephen Ministry 246.22  

    

35890 · Caring - other 357.68  

   

Total 35800 · Caring Temp Restr 3,052.32  

  

Total 35000 · Temporarily Restricted Funds 197,678.27  

  

37000 · Memorials - Restrict / Desig 
 

   

37760 Clarice Bessey 1,000.00  

   

37175 Ernest Baker 550.00  

   

37475 Lynn Kuchera 860.00  

   

37110 · Annie Valentine 1,000.00  

   

37140 · Bina Norall 600.00  

   

37170 · Cora Mueller 50.00  

   

37305 · General 232.62  

   

37310 · Grace Maxwell 50.00  

   

37320 · Gus Harder 85.00  

   

37340 · Helen Brundage 500.00  

   

37405 · James Jones 15.00  

   

37420 · Janet Kohlmeier 50.00  

   

37425 · Jannette Andersen 1,020.00  

   

37430 · Jeff Fox 100.00  

   

37435 · Joe Graham 25.00  

   

37450 · Kirk Sheller 312.05  

   

37470 · Lois Link 55.00  

   

37505 · Margaret Hobbs 100.00  

   

37510 · Margery Nunn 30.00  
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37515 · Marguerite Rowley 50.00  

   

37520 · Mark Brickley 165.00  

   

37525 · May Dahlberg 1,175.00  

   

37705 · Scott Beat 580.00  

   

37750 · Tillotson 320.00  

   

37755 · Trudie Fairchild 1,055.00  

   

37000 · Memorials - Restrict / Desig - Other 130.00  

  

Total 37000 · Memorials - Restrict / Desig 10,109.67  

  

38000 · Endowment Fund 
 

   

38100 · Endowment - Funds in Process 1,905.00  

   

38200 · Endowment - Restricted 158,942.41  

   

38300 · Endowment - Funding Over/Short 674.81  

  

Total 38000 · Endowment Fund 161,522.22  

  

39000 · Net Assets - Unrestricted 261,303.47  

  

Net Income 10,149.41  

 

Total Equity 

 

1,392,903.68  

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 1,751,786.60  

           
Mount Cross Lutheran Church 

Church Council Recommended Budget for 2016 

 

The Church Council is forwarding a balanced Recommended 2016 Budget totaling $567,400 for the 

congregation’s consideration and adoption.  This budget is a slight reduction from the 2015 Final Budget 

($5,955 or 1%) and represents a plan for ministry in the church’s 50
th

 year. Beyond money it embodies 

plans and opportunities to worship, witness, learn, serve and grow in God’s faithfulness. 

 

INCOME 

GIVING 

 Slightly fewer pledges produced greater giving and an higher average pledge. 

 Total Giving projections of $376,531 are down $12,494 or 3.2% from 2015 Budget but 1.5% up 

from actual 2015 receipts. 

 With fewer pledges than the year before, pledged giving exceeds 2015 by $18,286 with an average 

pledge of $2,801 compared to an average pledge of $2,471 in 2015. 

 Envelope Non-pledged and Loose plate giving did not meet expectations in 2015 and are estimated 

at a lower level for 2016 in keeping with that outcome. 

 

Total General Income includes giving plus facility use and interest income (excludes special funds, 

grants, fund raising, etc.) is projected to be down $11, 956 in 2016 from the 2015 Budget but pretty 

much in line with actual 2015 receipts. 

 

OTHER SOURCES OF INCOME OF NOTE IN THE BUDGET: 



 

 

44  

 A memorial gift will offset the first year of a new Pastoral Staff Assistant position.   

The second year of Holk Trust funds will provide majority funding for the second year of the 

CYFM Director position.  In 2017 replacement funds will need to be identified. 

 Carryover and surplus MBC funds will fully or partially fund Advertising, Taking Faith Home, 

Council Sponsored Events, Event Set-up, church van expenses, Kitchen Updates, Prayer Garden, 

Sunday School electronic tablets, Adult Education, and Usher/Greeter Badges. No projects are 

shown with 2016 MBC funding – that will occur through an awards process.  Only carryover 

MBC funding from 2015 or earlier is specifically assigned to funding in the 2016 budget. 

 Synod Grant funds will finance Learning outreach activities. 

 Programs that are financially self-sufficient based on donations, fees and/or fund raising are the 

Classical Concert Series, Make Bake Celebrate, VBS, Helping Hands, and Altar and Holiday 

Flowers.   

 Most of the Service and Missions items are “pass through” budgets where funds collected equal 

funds expended in donations made. 

 Endowment Interest funding is estimated to be $14,000 based on the calculations made by the 

Legacy Giving Committee last year but does not lock the Committee into this amount.  Much 

like MBC funding, the authorization to spend and the assignment of actual amounts takes place 

at the time of awards.  Other than the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, no projects are assigned 

Endowment funding. 

 Youth activities are 62.5% offset by plans for fees and fundraising. 

 Designated Funds have been used to offset Fellowship Programming and all music accounts 

except the two instrument maintenance accounts. 

 

 

EXPENSE 

 

SALARIES AND BENEFITS 

The Salaries and Benefits area has increased by $21,274 due to the addition of two part-time positions, 

increased hours for another part-time position and increased benefit expenses.  No compensation 

increases have been proposed or included in the recommended budget.  Salaries and Benefits increases 

are possible due to efficiencies, savings and reductions in other costs and programs.  Tremendous 

savings have been made in office expenses and the children’s learning programs have been revamped to 

in a way that they are far less costly.   

 

NEW OR INCREASED PROGRAMS INCLUDED IN THE BUDGET: 

 Greater use of Children and Youth Ministry Assistant position -  from $350 to $1500 in 2016 

 New Pastoral Staff Assistant position added –  $18,000 funded by memorial gift 

 New Children’s Choir Director –  $969 funded with Designated Funds 

 Increased Office Advertising Account – increased by $125 to $450 – partially offset by $200 

unspent 2015 MBC funds for  Welcome Team Ads 

 Choir, Assisting Ministers and Acolyte robes requested with memorial funding to be identified 

prior to purchase ($3,511) 

 Adult Ed increase of $300 to total of $500 –  nearly offset by $480 of unspent 2015 funds from 

Right Now Media subscription 

 Bookkeeping Services has been increased from $3,000 stipend to $9,159 nearly the amount 

requested for professional bookkeeping services. 



 

 

45  

ITEMS NOT INCLUDED OR MODIFIED IN THE BUDGET:   

 The Lutheran Magazine ($1969) – subscription program for members - $205 in designated funds 

available to assist if needed. 

 Right Now Media subscription ($1500) – balance of $480 in MBC funds unspent from 2015- will 

offset 2016 Adult Ed costs 

 Camp Scholarships ($1200) – suggested this request be made to MBC and/or Endowment Fund. 

 Pastor’s book allowance ($480) – maximum amount to be banked has been exceeded in designated 

fund and could be tapped if needed 

 Welcoming Team Special Advertising ($450) – consolidated advertising through office advertising 

account – no Welcome Team ad money was spent in 2015 - $200 MBC funds went unspent will 

offset 2016 costs. Result is no loss in requested amount for advertising. 

 Choir, Bells and Contemporary Service accounts have been reduced to equal an amount even with 

special gifts given to support their music ($300, $250, and $250).  Also encourage greater use of 

music from past years during year of 50
th

 anniversary celebration. 

 

Thoughts from the Budget and Finance Committee: 

 

1. It is important to adopt a balanced budget in light of recent years of reserve dependency. 

 

2. We need to look to 2017 and the increased financial obligation that positions and programs with 

special funding will bring when fully dependent on General Income. 

 

3. Alternative resources are becoming limited as we make greater use of designated funds and 

memorials. It is, however, important to make use of these gifts for the purposes they were 

intended. 

 

4. In 2015 we have been blessed with Herb Holler, a volunteer who would not take the $3,000 

available stipend, who has spent endless hours learning the bookkeeping program and keeping us 

current with payroll and payment of all obligations.  There is no way to give adequate recognition 

to the gift Herb has given this congregation.  Herb has told us that he would like to once again be 

able to take a vacation. There is $9,159 included in the 2016 Budget for Bookkeeping Services to 

pursue professional services for this important function.  The special skills and knowledge 

required and the nature of the obligation make this function suited to contract service. In addition 

to the dependable payment of payroll and financial obligations and required financial reporting, 

this function also supports the Treasurer, Church Council, church committees, and members of 

the congregation with financial information. Having a paid staff position or contract service has 

become common within churches in our area.  

 

5. We are grateful for the gifts given by members of the congregation to support Mount Cross and 

commit to being a good steward of these gifts.   

Mount Cross Budget and Finance Committee 2015 

Karen Gramacki 

Herb Holler 

John Lu (partial year) 

Keith Selbrede, Treasurer 

Susan Prosser, Chair 
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Mount Cross Lutheran Church 2016 Budget 
 
     Prelim '15 Actual Final '15 

Budget 

Rec '16 

Budget 

Notes 

Income     

 50000 · Operating Income     

  50100 · Pledged     

   50110 · Pledged - Additional 70     

   50100 · Pledged - Other 244,075  242,225  260,511  92 pledges + $10K 
given in 2015 for 
2016 - 98 pledges 
2015 

  Total 50100 · Pledged 244,145  242,225  260,511   

  50200 · Envelope-Non Pledged 90,983  108,500  83,320   based on historical 
data 

  50300 · Loose Plate 17,728  23,000  18,000  fairly consistent 
historical average 

  50400 · Sunday School 155  600  0  separate offering 
not being taken 

  50500 · Misc 15,208  14,700  14,700   

  50000 · Operating Income - Other 2,721       

 Total 50000 · Operating Income 370,940  389,025  376,531      

 52000 · Interest Income     

  52100 · Bank 860  700  500  will decrease with 
use of Holk Trust 
funds 

  52200 · Dividends 951  2,500  1,000   

  52300 · Interest - Other 16  20  20   

  52000 · Interest Income - Other 0       

 Total 52000 · Interest Income 1,827  3,220  1,520   

 53000 · Facility Use 25,340  23,100  25,340  CDC  and Al-Anon 
based on 2015 

 54000 · Transfer From Reserve 0  0  0   

 55000 · Restricted & Desig Income Recog     

  55790 Many Meals Transfer 229  585  1,000  From 2015 
contributions 

  55366 Facilities Income 375  0  0  2015 Eagle Scout 
recycling project 

  55011 50th Anniversary Comm 664  1,500  3,746   2016 50th 
Proceeds/giving - 
2015 was Endow 
Funding 

  55012  50th Anniversary Transfer 0  0  1,254  Surplus proceeds 
from 2015 

  55010 · Desig Fund Transfer - Misc   0   

  55020 · Temp Restricted Transfer - Misc 0     

  55030 · Holk Trust Transfer 35,507  40,000  41,260  based on total sal 
& bene of $57,860 
and net cost of 
$16,600 

  55100 · Benev & Welcome Transfer 200     

  55110 · Benev & Welcome Giving 470  200  0  2015 MBC 
Welcome Ads - 
surplus to 2016 
Office Ads 

  55150 · Hunger Giving 2,246  2,500  2,500  Equals 
Benevolence item 

  55200 · Salaries & Benefits Transfer 30  0  18,969  Memorial Gift to 
support first year 
Pastor Asst/Sal + 
Payroll tax and 
transfer from Desig 
Fund for Children’s 
Choir Dir/Sal  + 
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payroll tax $969 

  55210 · Salaries & Benefits Giving 1,305  2,690  2,250  Pastor appreciation 
giving and 
honorarium 

  55300 · Operational Exp Transfer 1,500  2,972  2,857  $400 VF MBC; 
$700 Council 
Events MBC ;$200 
Welcome Ads 
2015 MBC funds; 
$306 MBC Surplus 
Attic Project for 
Event Setup;$1451 
for van maint and 
operation from SS 
tablets MBC 
surplus 

  55310 · Operational Exp Giving 0  0  0   

  55320 · Lutheran Mag Transfer 40  0  0   

  55325 · Lutheran Mag Giving 37  0  0  2016 giving will go 
to Designated 
Fund 

  55350 · Property-Major Maint. Transfer 194  0  0   

  55360 · Sanctuary Transfer 0  0  0   

  55361    Kitchen Transfer   2,336  Balance of 2015 
MBC funds for 
Kitchen update 

  55365 · Facilities/Office Transfer 0  4,300  0   

  55370 · Technology Transfer 600  1,093  2,204  carryover $549 
MBC SS Tablets+ 
$1655 Tech Fund 

  55375 · Patio & Grounds Trans 0  0  0   

  55380 · Prayer Garden Transfer 103  2,241  2,241  balance of MBC 
funds 

  55400 · Learning & Youth Transfer 0  4,336  2,580   $2100 Synod 
Grant for Youth 
Outreach + $480 
2015 MBC Adult 
Ed  

  55410 · Learning & Youth Giving 69  0  0   

  55420 · Womens Bible Study Fees 0  500    

  55425 · Adult Education Fees 0  0  0   

  55435 · K-5 Activity Fees 0  0  0   

  55440 · VBS Transfer 0  500  0   

  55441 · VBS Fees & Giving 4,064  3,300  3,000   

  55443 · VBS Offering Collected 0  2,700  0   

  55455 Youth Ministry Salary Fun 0  0    

  55460 · Conf / Middle School Transfer 275  0  0   

  55461 · Conf / Middle School Fees 2,747  3,015  1,000   

  55462 · Conf / Middle School Giving 30  250  1,000  planned 
fundraising  

  55470 · Senior High Transfer 440  0  0   

  55471 · Senior High Fees 420  2,340  2,500  all fees for 2016 in 
this account 

  55472 · Senior High Giving 0  300  0   

  55480 · Senior High Summer Trip Trans 3,138  0    

  55481 · Senior High Summer Trip Fees 1,080  4,800   all fees including 
trips in 55471 

  55482 · Senior High Summer Trip Giving 775  1,800  3,000  planned 
fundraising  

  55500 · Worship & Music Transfer   3,621  choir etc robes  
Mem Funds + $110 
'15 MBC Funds 
Badges 
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  55510 · Worship & Music Giving 0  0  50  $50 gift designated 
for Adult Choir 

  55520 · Flower Giving 1,738  2,400  2,290  Based on 2016 
arrangement rate 
of $35 each 

  55521 Flower Transfer 698  0  0   

  55525 · Holiday Flower Transfer 0  0  0   

  55526 · Holiday Flower Giving 1,107  1,100  904  based on 
projections with $5 
poinsettias & $6 
lilies 

  55530 Choir Transfer 391  391  250  $250 designated 
gift  

  55540 · Contemporary Service Transfer 0  0  250  $250 designated 
gift  

  55550 · Bell Maintenance Transfer 0  0  0  not a major 
maintenance yr 

  55555  Bell Giving   250  $250 designated 
gift  

  55580 · Classical Concert Transfer 2,527  11,000  11,000  will only draw 
amount necessary 
to match expenses 

  55585 Classical Concert Income 3,080  0  0  Any direct income 
adjusts transfer 
amount needed 

  55600 · Fellowship Transfer 0  1,183  750  will fund 2016 
programming 
expense  

  55610 · Fellowship Giving 775  0  0   

  55620 · 3D Giving 0  200  0  No Request or 
2015 activity 

  55630 · Fellowship Hospitality Giving 0  0  0  No Request or 
2015 activity 

  55640 · Fellowship Program Offerings 317  500  0   

  55660 · Fellowship Offsite Event Fees 0  2,000  0   

  55680 · Make Bake Celebrate Transfer 5,000  6,957  2,197  balance of 
designated funds - 
startup expenses 

  55590 Sanctuary Linens Trans 1,653  1,653   Advent linens - 
Mem Funds 

  55682 · Make Bake Celebrate Proceeds 18,865  25,000  25,000  estimate based on 
multi year 
experience - not a 
goal 

  55700 · Service & Missions Transfer 0  0  0   

  55710 · Service & Missions Giving 360  0  0   

  55720 · St Columba-Souper Bowl Giving 0  1,000  700  Per Service & 
Missions 
Committee 

  55730 · The Quilters Transfer 482  825  600  Expected 
congregational 
giving to support 
program 

  55740 · Monthly Fair Trade Transfer 0  0  0   

  55741 · Monthly Fair Trade Proceeds 4,539  2,800  2,900  Per Service & 
Missions 
Committee 

  55760 · Gift of Hope Transfer 0     

  55761 · Gift of Hope Giving 6,637  4,500  4,500  Per Service & 
Missions 
Committee 

  55770 · Sarah Circle Giving 0  0  0   

  55780 · Tijuana House Project Transfer 0  1,600  0   

  55800 · Caring Transfer 0     

  55810 · Caring Giving 0     

  55820 · Helping Hands Giving 600  1,200  1,000  Designated giving 
by families - Net 
cost $0 
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  55821 Helping Hands Transfer 22     

  55840 · Prayer Shawl Giving 0  50  50   

  55000 · Restricted & Desig Income Recog - 

Other 

0  0     

 Total 55000 · Restricted & Desig Income Recog 105,329  146,281  150,009   

 58000 · Endowment Interest/Funding 13,000  13,000  14,000  Based on 2015 
interest - $13K 
awards + $1K 
Pastor Discret 
Fund 

Total Income 517,465  574,626  567,400   

         
Expense     

 61000 · Benevolence & Welcoming     

  61100 · Benevolence     

   61101 · Mission Support 32,013  32,013  32,340  Historical 1% 
increase over prior 
year 

   61109 · Campus Interfaith 0     

   61110 · Hunger 2,221  2,500  2,500   

   61120 · Lutheran Bible Translators 420  360  360   

   61130 · Lutheran Social Services 420  420  420   

   61140 · Many Meals 600  600  600   

   61150 · Maritime Ministries 360  360  360   

   61160 · MBC Outreach 5,400  0    

   61162 · Music for Life 50    No longer giving to 
this Org- African 
Children's Choir 

   61170 · PLTS - MBC 360  360  360   

   61180 Luth. Social Services, TO 0  800  0   

   61180 New City Parish 0  800  0   

   61180 Rain Project 0  800  0   

   61180 Habitat for Humanity - MB 0  800  0   

   61180 Intervarsity Christian 0  200  0   

   61180 LRRC 0  2,000  0   

   61195 · Misc. Benevolence 1,455  0    

   61100 · Benevolence - Other 818  200     

  Total 61100 · Benevolence 44,117  42,213  36,940   

  61700 · Stewardship 1,100  1,000  1,000  Offering Envelopes 

  61800 · Welcoming     

   61810 Welcome Team Special Ads 0  200  0  combined w/office 
advertising account 
- $450 requested 

   61800 · Welcoming - Other 868  900  150  Church DVDs & 
pew attendance 
books 

  Total 61800 · Welcoming 868  1,100  150   

 Total 61000 · Benevolence & Welcoming 46,085  44,313  38,090   

         

 62000 · Salaries & Benefits     

  62100 · Pastor     

   62110 · Pastor Salary 47,245  47,245  47,245   

   62120 · Pastor Housing Allow 40,188  40,189  40,189   

   62130 · Pastor Pension & Health 48,761  42,005  44,962   

   62140 · Pastor Car Allow 5,200  5,200  5,200   

   62150 · Pastor Cont. Ed. 456  456  456   
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   62160 · Pastor Book Allow 0  480  0  Current Desig 
Fund Bal $2197 or 
4.5 yrs. Equivalent 

   62170 · Pastor SECA Contribution 7,228  7,228  7,228  no change for 2016 

   62180 · Pastor Pass-Through Honor. 250  0  250  based on 2015 

  Total 62100 · Pastor 149,328  142,803  145,530   

  62300 · Music Salaries     

   62310 · Bell Choir Director 4,443  4,443  4,443   

   62330 · Choir Director 8,040  8,040  8,040   

   62340 · Organist 16,052  15,600  15,600   

   62350 · Praise Band Director 12,000  12,000  12,000   

   62360    Children’s Choir Director   900  New Position 
funded by transfer 
from children’s 
choir desig fund 

   62390 · Honoraria for Sub. Musicians 200  100  0  no request 

  Total 62300 · Music Salaries 40,735  40,183  40,983   

  62400 · Office Staff     

   62410 · Secretary     

    62411 · Secretary Salary 38,000  38,000  38,000   

   Total 62410 · Secretary 38,000  38,000  38,000   

  Total 62400 · Office Staff 38,000  38,000  38,000   

  62500 · CYFM Director     

   62510 · CYFM Director Salary 41,538  45,000  45,000  Per 2015 2 year 
contract - 2015 
surplus will return 
to Desig Fund 

   62530 · CYFM Director Pension & Health 5,529  7,323  9,417  full yr of benefits - 
2015 was partial yr 

   62550 · CYFM Director Cont. Ed 0   750  Learning 
Committee - $1200 
in #62860 in 2015 
for CYFM Dir 

  Total 62500 · CYFM Director 47,067  52,323  55,167   

  62620 · Fun With Faith Staffing 0     

  62625 - CYM A sst 336  350  1,500  increased hours for 
Fun with Faith 

  62630 · Nursery Care 3,518  5,680  4,000  reduced by $1000 
from request based 
on actual expense 
history 

  62700 · Honoraria for Sub. Preacher 1,500  2,800  500  reduction due to 
Pastoral Staff 
Assistant - $1500 
spent in 2015 

  62710   Pastor Asst 0  0  16,721  New Position 
funded by 
Memorial gift - Net 
cost $0 

  62810 · Misc Payroll 905  2,690  2,000  Pastor appreciation 
gifts - must 
balance to income 

  62820 · Workers Comp Insurance 1,638  3,000  3,000   

  62860 · Staff Continuing Education 1,672  1,200  0  CYFM Dir -2015 
conference 
attendance 

  62870 · Worship & Music Continuing Ed 0    No request 

  62890 · Payroll Taxes 9,526  9,850  12,752  No rate change 
7.65 SS and FICA 
- Includes Pastor 
Asst $1279 & 
Children's Choir 
Director $69 
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 Total 62000 · Salaries & Benefits 294,225  298,879  320,153   

         
 63000 · Operational Expenses     

  63100 · Fees & Interest     

   63110 · Mortgage Interest 15,127  13,800  14,300   

   63112 · Mortgage Principal 0   0  $14,300 mortgage 
principle for info 
only - paid direct 
from equity 

   63120 · Bank Charges 61  100  100   

   63130 · Investment Fees 0     

   63140 · Merchant Fees 180  1,140  500   

   63180 · Legal/Contingency 0     

   63100 · Fees & Interest - Other 19       

  Total 63100 · Fees & Interest 15,387  15,040  14,900   

  63200 · Utilities     

   63210 · Electric 4,143  4,500  4,500   

   63220 · Gas 829  1,200  1,200   

   63230 · Telephone 5,436  5,500  5,500   

   63240 · Sewer 0    combined with 
water as on billing 

   63250 · Water & sewer 5,102  7,200  6,200   Combined sewer 
& water - budgeted 
based on history 

   63260 · Trash 2,082  2,100  2,100   

   63270 · Utilities - Other 0   0   

   63280 · Internet 0   0   

  Total 63200 · Utilities 17,592  20,500  19,500   

  63300 · Insurance     

   63310 · Liability Insurance 3,570  13,500  8,800  Auto insurance 
covered w/surplus 
SS Tablets MBC 
$1151 

   63300 · Insurance - Other 6,134    5,085  Earthquake 
insurance 

  Total 63300 · Insurance 9,704  13,500  13,885   

  63400 · Office Expense     

   63410 · Office Supplies 1,695  4,100  2,000  $2100 reduction 
from 2015 due to 
savings  

   63420 · Postage 3,587  4,600  3,250  Down by $1350 
from 2015 

   63430 · Printing and Copying 10,354  12,200  8,100  Down $4,100 from 
2015 - due to new 
equipment 

   63440 · CYFM Supplies & Equipment 1,691  1,500  500  Learning 
Committee request 

  Total 63400 · Office Expense 17,363  22,400  13,850  $8550 reduction 
from 2015 

  63500 · Mailers & Periodicals     

   63510 · Advertising 320  400  450  Increased to 
include Welcome 
Ads - Offset by 
$200 '15 MBC  

   63515 · Website Hosting/Maint 0  200  200   

   63520 · Lutheran Magazine 1,991  1,943  0  Removed to 
balance budget -
subscription 
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options for 
members 

   63530 · Bulletins & Copyright 1,020  1,000  1,000   

   63540 · Devotionals 123  250  188   

   63500 · Mailers & Periodicals - Other 59       

  Total 63500 · Mailers & Periodicals 3,513  3,793  1,838   

  63600 · Outside Services     

   63610 · Treasurer/Fin Secretary 3,000  3,000  3,000  Financial Sec Only 

   63620 · Bookkeeping Services 744  3,000  9,159  Church Council 
requested -based 
on B &F 
Committee 
Recommendation 

   63630 · Janitor 11,429  12,500  12,500  Contract plus 
planned optional 
work  

   63640 · Event Set-up 517  750  750   

   63600 · Outside Services - Other 0       

  Total 63600 · Outside Services 15,690  19,250  25,409   

  63700 · Property Expense     

   63765 Tech Equip/Service 1,600  2,000  0   

   63710 · Property Taxes 650  600  645   

   63720 · General Maintenance     

    63723 Kitchen Update 164  2,500  2,336   

    63721 · Sanctuary Painting 0     

    63722 · Carpet Replacement 0     

    63725 · Property Major Maintenance 0     

    63229 · Roof Repair 0     

    63720 · General Maintenance - Other 13,144  12,000  12,000   

   Total 63720 · General Maintenance 13,308  14,500  14,336   

   63730 · Grounds Maintenance 2,745  2,500  2,500  property request 

   63735 · Van Maintenance 677  300  300  $300 restored w/ 
surplus SS Tablets 
MBC money 

   63740 · Sanctuary Items 0  0  0   

   63745 · Facilities / Office Equipment 761  4,300    

   63755 · Technology Equipment 0  3,093  2,204  Tech equip fund 
bal $1655 & $549 
MBC Sunday 
School tablets              
Net Cost $0 

   63760 · Kitchen Equipment 0  0  0   

   63780 · Patio & Grounds Equipment 0  1,400  700  For replacing tarp 
& umbrellas as 
needed 

   63790 · Prayer Garden 103  2,241  2,157  Remaining from 
MBC allocation  
Net Cost $0 

   63700 · Property Expense - Other 0       

  Total 63700 · Property Expense 19,844  30,934  22,842   

  63800 · Training/Meetings     

   63850 50 Year Celebration 2,064  1,500  5,000  50th celebration-
Movie theater 
rental, Anniv. 
Luncheon, visiting 
pastors expense, 
etc. Net Cost $0 

   63810 · Synod Convention 675  1,000  1,000   
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   63830 · Vibrant Faith 50  450  50  Taking Faith Home 
funded with 
carryover MBC 
funds Net Cost $0 

   63840 · Council-Sponsored Events 637  1,022  735  fund with surplus 
MBC funds + VF 
MBC funds Net 
Cost $0 

   63800 · Training/Meetings - Other 0  0  0   

  Total 63800 · Training/Meetings 3,426  3,972  6,785   

  63899 · Miscellaneous Operational Exp. 755  431  0   Contingency 
based on income 
available 

 Total 63000 · Operational Expenses 103,274  129,820  119,009   

         
 64000 · Learning and Youth     

  64100 · Adult Education     

   64110 Adult Ed Media Subscrip 1,500  1,440  0  not recommended 
for funding - Adult 
Ed increased $300 

   64110 · Women's Bible Study 0  500  0  no request 

   64100 · Adult Education - Other 0  200  500  $300 Increase - 
$480 MBC '15 
MBC funds offset  

  Total 64100 · Adult Education 1,500  2,140  500   

  64200 · Safeguarding 20  150  75   

  64300 · Learning Outreach 0  2,100  2,100  Source: 2014 
Synod grant  
$2100 Net Cost $0 

  64400 · Children Education     

   64480 CDC Scholarships 2,000  2,000  0  2015 MBC award -  

   64410 · Sunday School 757  2,190  400  $1790 reduction 
from 2015 Budget 

   64430 · Fun With Faith 344  300  500  expanded grades 
and more 
participants 

   64440 · First Communion Class 63  150  75   

   64470 · VBS Expenses 3,721  4,500  2,250  Net cost $0 

   64471 · VBS Offering Donated 1,000  2,700  750  Net Cost $0 

   64400 · Children Education - Other 37       

  Total 64400 · Children Education 7,922  11,840  3,975   

  64500 · Youth Education     

   64590 Youth Discretionary Fund (500) 500  0   

   64586 Summer Youth Trip - Endow (2,500) 2,500  0   

   64510 Youth T-Shirts 0  500  0   

   64585 2015 Youth Trips (1,890) 2,000  0   

   64510 · General Youth 185  0  0   

   64530 · Conf / Middle School 6,310  5,390  2,800   

   64570 · Senior High 2,393  4,140  2,000   

   64580 · Senior High Summer Trip 14,366  6,600  4,000   

   64590   Camp Scholarships 0  0  0  $1200 eliminated - 
suggest MBC 
and/or Endow 
requests 

  Total 64500 · Youth Education 18,411  21,630  8,800   

  64600 · Young Adults 0     

 Total 64000 · Learning and Youth 27,853  37,860  15,450   
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 65000 · Worship & Music     

  65100 · Altar Supply     

   65110 · Altar Flowers 2,406  2,400  2,290  Based on 65 
orders Net Cost $0 

   65120 · Holiday Flowers 929  1,100  904 Based on 100 
Poinsettias & 78 
Lilies Net Cost $0 

   65130 - Altar Linens 1,682  1,653  0 2015 Memorial 
Funds - Advent 
linens 

   65100 · Altar Supply - Other 680  500  586  wine, wafers, juice, 
cups, etc per Altar 
Guild 

  Total 65100 · Altar Supply 5,697  5,653  3,780   

  65200 · Choir Music 470  491  300  Designated gifts - 
reduced from $400 
request 

  65300 · Contemporary Service 81  500  250  Designated gift - 
reduced from $500 

  65400 · Bell Music & Equip. & Maint. 331  400  250  Designated gift - 
reduced from $300 
request 

  65420 · Deferred Bell Maintenance 500  500  500  Yrly maint set 
aside - next maint 
2017  

  65500 · Instrument Maintenance 1,145  1,000  1,000   

  65700 · Classical Concert Series 5,607  11,000  11,000  Amount set to 
allow flexibility in 
concert planning - 
Net cost $0 

  65800 · Worship & Music - other     

   65810 Worship and Music Badges 110  110  110  carryover 2015 
MBC funds - Net 
Cost $0 

           Choir/Assisting/Acolyte Robes                        3,511  15 choir, 3 acolyte 
& 5 Asst Minister 
robes @ 142 ea. + 
tax - Net Cost $0 

  Total 65800 · Worship & Music - other 110  110  3,621   

 Total 65000 · Worship & Music 13,941  19,654  20,701   

 66000 · Fellowship     

  66100 · 3D 0  200  0  No request 

  66200 · Fellowship-Hospitality Supplies 297  1,283  400   at $400 based on 
spending - 
requested $1000 

  66300 · Fellowship Programming 176  1,200  750  Fellowship Comm- 
offset by $750  
Design Funding 

  66400 · Offsite Events 0  2,000  0  No Request 

  66500 · Make Bake Celebrate 6,407  15,507  27,197  based on est of 
proceeds and 
transfer of bal. of 
desig funds - 
budgeted to allow 
flexibility - not set 
goal - Net cost $0 

  66800 · Fellowship Misc. 339  0  0   

  66000 · Fellowship - Other 0  0  0   

 Total 66000 · Fellowship 7,219  20,190  28,347   

 67000 · Service & Mission     

  67600 · Many Meals 229  585  1,000  Purchase of food & 
supplies including 
quarterly entrée. 
Expected to be 
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covered by 
contributions (acct 
#55790) Net Cost 
$0 

  67100 · St Columba-Souper Bowl Donation 718  1,000  700  Per Service & 
Missions 
Committee  Net $0 

  67200 · The Quilters 482  825  600  Service & 
Missions/Vibs - will 
also request 2016 
MBC funds 

  67300 · Monthly Fair Trade Expenditures 2,745  2,800  2,900  Per Service & 
Missions 
Committee Net $0 

  67400 · Gifts of Hope/Thnksgv/Sarah Cir 1,591  4,500  4,500  Per Service & 
Missions 
Committee  Net $0 

  67500 · Tijuana House Project 0  1,600  0  no request - funds 
to remain in 
designated fund 

  67000 · Service & Mission - Other 541  350  500  Banners & supplies 
per committee 

 Total 67000 · Service & Mission 6,306  11,660  10,200   

 68000 · Caring     

  68600 Quilters Supplies/ shippi 300  300  0  see Quilters in 
Service and 
Missions 

  68100 · Helping Hands 472  1,200  1,000  Funded through 
contributions (acct 
# 55820) Net cost 
$0 

  68200 · Pastors Discretionary Fund 3,000  3,000  1,000  Funded by 
Endowment 
interest  Net cost 
$0 

  68300 · Prayer Shawl Ministry 0  50  50  No change 

  68400 · Stephen Ministry 392  300  400   

  68500 · Card Ministry 0  100  0  no request  

  68000 · Caring - Other 0  300  0  no request 

 Total 68000 · Caring 4,164  5,250  2,450   

 69000 · Endowment     

  69100 · Endowment Awards   13,000  2015 interest draw 
less $1000 to 
Pastor 
Discretionary Fund 

   69120 Missionary Supt - Endow 2,000  2,000   2015 award  

   69120 LSS - Endow Benv 1,000  1,000   2015 award 

   69110 College Scholarship Endow 1,000  1,000   2015 award 

   69110 Camp Counselor Endow 500  500   2015 award 

   69120 LRCC - Endow Benv 1,000  1,000   2015 award 

   69100 · Endowment Awards - Other 800  0    2015 Camp 
Scholarships no 
Endow funds - in 
Learning in 2016 

  Total 69100 · Endowment Awards 6,300  5,500  13,000   

  69200 · Endowment Expenses 0  229  0  no request 

 Total 69000 fa· Endowment 6,300  5,729  13,000   

Total Expense 509,367  573,355  567,400   

    Net Income 8,098  1,271  0   

 

 

 


